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WELCOME!
…to Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter 24!
Our Chair, Stuart Edmunds, has been feverish with excitement
over recent months, following the nationally important first sighting of the
hitherto highly elusive Shropshire pine marten in woodland near Craven Arms.
This sighting by local naturalist Dave Pearce, occurred in July, a matter of a
week or two after the publishing of SMG Newsletter 23, and has been covered
by local and national newspapers, the BBC (yet another telly appearance for
Stu, but unfortunately no longer available on the iPlayer!) and has since been
confirmed time and again by trail camera footage, some of which can be seen
on the Shropshire Pine Marten Project Facebook page. Stuart updates us on
the latest developments on page 17.
Elsewhere in this issue, the biggest and most exciting news of SMG Newsletter
23 was the of the so called Wrekin Warrior (aka ‘Geoff’), the red deer which
turned up in the Telford garden. It is great to have a fuller report of the
appearance of that majestic animal from the householder, Richard Summers,
who writes on page 4. And there is much, much more. I’m delighted to
welcome back a host of previous contributors- in the first of a comprehensive
two part article, former County Mammal Recorder Dr John Mackintosh gives
us a whistle-stop tour of the last 11,000 years, describing our ever-changing
national mammal fauna from the end of the last Ice Age up to the end of the
19th century; Harper Adams University student Andrew Barrett, who has
written for issues 21 and 22 returns with a report on his Wiltshire bat box
checking, and Tris Pearce writes about his attendance at the Badger Trust
National Conference earlier this month. In the return of the Mammal
Eyewitness feature, Andrew Fusek Peters describes his surprise encounter
with a mink while wild-swimming in the River Clun. Like the true photographic
professional that he is fast becoming, Andy had a camera and powerful
telephoto at close hand on the bank (always prepared! Was he a Boy Scout?)
and was able to snatch some great images of one of our more brazen, and
arguably controversial mustelids.
As ever the usual disclaimer applies- contributors’ views are their own and do
not necessarily reflect the views of SMG. No liability will be held for duff
holiday advice either, Sara Pearce! 
With very best wishes,
Ric Morris

ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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REMEMBER!
…to keep an eye on the Shropshire Mammal
Group and Shropshire Pine Marten Project
Facebook pages for up to the minute news of
mammal happenings and announcements of
specific SMG events… ‘cos there aren’t any
forthcoming SMG events in this Newsletter,
just some fascinating talks by a couple of
really nice chaps ….

[“OK, OK, that’s enough now!”- the rest of the SMG committee ]

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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by Stuart Edmunds, SMG Chair

It has been a busy few months since our last newsletter; with several events taking place and the exciting
discovery of pine martens living in our county. I’ll cover the pine marten news later in this newsletter!
On 19th September, we manned a Shropshire Mammal Group stand at Merefest. The event was attended by
around 4000 people, so we got through more owl pellets than we had in storage and many interesting bones and
feathers. Thanks must go to everyone that came to help run the stand and made the activities run much more
smoothly than they would have otherwise done!

Both photos- Lorcán Adrain

The marvellous Shropshire Mammal Group
events shelter and pop-up banner- despite
the large numbers of molehills visible, no
subterranean mammals were injured in the
erection of this shelter.

Our Treasurer Jayne Richards
staffs our display at Merefest
2015, keeping a family engaged.
Note the rather startled bunny.

Further thanks must also go to SMG members Paul
Wright and Charlotte Beaton, not forgetting Charlotte’s
mum, whose dedication to mammal recording have
allowed us to fill in the final blank tetrad along the
Shropshire/Staffordshire border. We are still in need of
more records though, so don’t forget to let us know
when and where you see any mammals in Shropshire,
regardless of how common you think the mammal is.

One final note for this edition: our
Facebook page now has over 340 members (247 on the Shropshire
Pine Marten Project page, too) and is one of the most active Facebook
pages of any local mammal recording group. However, just a third of those
following us on Facebook are actually fully paid-up members of the group.
So, if you know any of those Facebook members, please encourage them to join us
online to receive the many benefits of becoming a full member (including this excellent
newsletter, courtesy of Ric Morris).
[Awww thanks Stuart… though you wrote most of the last issue!- Ric]
Stuart Edmunds, SMG Chair
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Bowbrook Allotments small mammal trapping
July 19th 2015

by Peta Marshall

This was the second year of small mammal trapping at Bowbrook, organised to coincide with their open day
with the Open Gardens Scheme.
This was my first time running such an event and I was very pleased to be offered help from another SMG member.
Clare and I set the traps between 20:30 and 21:00 hours chatting away to the organisers as we went. I was armed with
a plan showing approximate positions of the traps from the previous year. It seemed sensible to follow the same trail in
order to attempt to collect some comparative numbers.
Rule 1. Don’t set traps and chatter.
We met up at 09:00 in the morning, 2 intrepid families had come to join us. And then the fun began- where were the
traps! I began to sweat fearing for little mammals, chuntering about how long they were going to be stuck!
Rule 2. Use markers such as canes and red tape.

Rule 3. Be prepared with a talk and pictures
The previous year’s trapping had resulted in field vole and field mice being caught; at least 6
animals, and that impresses children. What doesn’t impress them is empty mammal traps.
(Sweating time no 2). So I was pleased to have with us the Field Studies Council leaflet on
British Mammals so we could at least point out what we were expecting.

Pic: Peta

Well it mostly went well with the majority of the traps found. Eventually the last few traps were located from photographs
I took the previous evening. Each site had been photographed, but I had got carried away
and snapped some of the ornate features in the allotments like the obligatory flowerpot Dalek.
(Every garden should have one) and so was not sure of the last few positions.

Rule 4. Expect fear and squeaks from small humans

Harlequin larva Pic: Peta

Rule 5. Stick to the times
Just as we were reaching the end of the search other members of Shropshire
Wildlife Trust and Shropshire Mammal Group appeared- useful, but as the
timings had been altered by the organisers a little late for the non-action of all
the small mammals we had hoped to trap. But the value of having other
enthusiastic people around was welcome, birds’ nests and
ladybirds were examined and discussed. Unfortunately a lot
of the ladybird larvae found were of harlequins. A big
thank you to other contributors.
Rule 6. However much sweating and anxiety it causes…
go small mammal trapping, it’s fun!
Peta Marshall

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

The sole vole of the day. Pic: Peta

Fortunately we did eventually find a field vole and once it was successfully in the bag could let
small children have a closer look.
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‘Geoff’, the Wrekin Warrior- Red deer spotted in Telford!

Words and all pictures by Richard Summers

Ten years ago, I was lucky enough to move into a house which backs onto
a large field and a small woodland in Telford and, as such, the garden plays
host to all sorts of wildlife. The largest of our visitors are fallow deer (Dama
dama), which often appear around dawn or dusk throughout the year. It
took a long time for me to get a decent photo of these majestic creatures as
they are very shy, and have amazing senses. I’ve even removed my shoes
and crept out to get closer, keeping out of sight until I find a good spot,
only to be rumbled well before I’d raised up my camera.
Thinking back, the first inkling of their presence was soon after I moved in,
I had planted three young fruit trees at the bottom of the garden, the first
time I checked on their progress some days later, they had gone, all
barring a two inch gnarly stump. Over time we learned to keep a closer
eye on the garden, and to keep our two dogs inside at dusk, as they often run
barking to the bottom of the garden for no obvious reason.

See a brief fallow deer video
clip, shot by Richard at:
https://youtu.be/IT4gY29yZSk

In February 2015 we first noticed the presence of a very large stag amongst the younger ones, he
was remarkably different in size, shape and colour to the rest, but not being experts, and having
noticed the way their colours change throughout the year, we thought little of it.
Having had some binoculars for Christmas I was messing around trying to see if I could take photos
through them using my phone camera, it wasn’t easy but I had some limited success with visitors to
my bird feeder. On this day in February I spotted the large stag who we’d named ‘Geoff’ by this
stage, and luckily, I managed to get some shaky video footage before he disappeared.
A few days later I noticed the garden looked in more of a state
than usual and on closer inspection I saw that the rickety old
garden bench I had, was in several pieces strewn across a twenty
metre area, and a steel fire basket had also been moved from
one side of the garden, to another! There were also plenty of
incriminating footprints to be seen.
Later in the year I began to have some dealings with the good people at the
Shropshire Wildlife Trust, not least Stuart Edmunds. I showed Stuart some of my
pictures and he immediately
suggested that Big Geoff
was in fact a red deer,
reputedly the largest land
mammal in the UK, but
how could that be? And
why is it with fallows? More
recently I found an antler
in the garden, which
Stuart confirmed was
almost certainly that of a
Red on account of its
spiky, multi-pointed
appearance.

The cast antler which Richard
found in the garden. It’s difficult
to see from the photographs if
Geoff’s left antler exactly matches
this one. Could there even be two
big stags in the area?

Sadly, we’ve not seen
Geoff since then.
Neighbours have reported seeing men with high powered rifles near to the neighbouring
woods at New Works, which is a little worrying. I’m hoping the October rut will see Geoff re-emerge, I’ll be ready with
my camera if he does. Watch this space.
Richard Summers
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Native mammals, extinctions, introductions and re-introductions
by John Mackintosh

Native Mammals

Reintroductions of native mammals are very much in the news at the moment and this short history of our
mammals is an attempt to put these endeavours in context, to look at the reasons for the disappearance of the species
that have gone and the ways in which new ones have appeared. It deals with ‘recent’ events, that is those since the
last time Britain was iced up about 11,000 years ago and is split into two parts. The first extends up to the beginning of
the 19th Century so covers most of the time, while Part 2 brings us up to the present and includes a lot of the action.
Dates are given as BP (before present), or AD.
Exact timings throughout pre-history are not easy to achieve as the evidence comes from archeological
sites that are thinly scattered in time and location and where mammal remains may have been disturbed
by past investigations or the activities of recent burrowing mammals. Rabbit bones found in a 10,000
BP excavation turned out to be 18th Century when carbon dated! It is also true that new information
turns up quite often and that not all historical documents are consistent, but the general plan should be
robust.
In Britain fossil remains of mammals have been found that date back some 194 million years, to a time
quite early in the Age of the Dinosaurs and various stages in their development and diversification
can be followed in deposits across the Country. The beginning, 2 million years ago, of the last
geological epoch the Pliocene was marked by the start of the ice age in which we live now. It has
produced a series of major glacial periods separated by shorter intervals of warmer climate. The
last glaciation started 85,000 years ago and was, like its predecessors, punctuated by shorter
time scale advances and retreats of the ice. During these warmer intervals Britain was occupied
and reoccupied by the familiar temperate animals and on some occasions by species such as
hyena and rhinoceros associated with more tropical conditions. When the ice advanced, the fauna
returned to one adapted to polar regions. The last advance, although not as severe as many of
those that preceded it, established ice cap in the north of the British Isles and cold, arid inhospitable tundra in the
south. “Our mammals” were, as before, confined to refuges in the south and east of Europe.
At this time Britain was connected to the rest of Europe because the amount of water locked up in land ice dropped the
sea level by some 55 m below current levels. The trough of the English Channel, though, had been gouged out during
a much earlier glaciation by a catastrophic glacial lake outburst flood that cut through the line of hills joining what is
now Kent with France and scoured the seabed down to the underlying chalk. When the warming began the animals in
their refuges expanded their ranges and the ice melt caused the sea level to rise and begin to flood the Channel. Those
that crossed in the window before it became impassible became our Native Mammals, listed in the table.

Hedgehog
Mole
Pygmy shrew
Common shrew
Water shrew
Mountain hare
Bank vole,

Birch mouse
Field (wood) mouse
Yellow-necked mouse
Dormouse
Harvest mouse
Water vole
Red squirrel

Fox
Brown bear
Lynx
Wolf
Wildcat
Badger
Otter

Roe deer
Red deer
Elk
Wild boar
Reindeer
Auroch
Tarpan

Field vole
Grey-sided vole
Bog lemming
Beaver
Stoat
Weasel
Pine marten

The size of the list suggests that the continental connection lasted quite some time. The sea would have covered the
modern shallowest areas by 9500 BP, but there were areas where banks of what was probably sandy glacial waste
made up Doggerland and maintained a land bridge. This lasted possibly until 8200 BP when a tsunami generated by
an undersea landslide off the Norwegian coast swept down the North Sea realigning its coasts and flooding Doggerland.
The mammals that had been at home on the glacial fringe, reindeer, grey-sided vole, bog lemming and birch mouse,
do not seem to have persisted long into the warm period and may indeed have used the land bridge in the opposite
direction and moved further north.
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Most of the returning mammals probably arrived by natural dispersal, but people were moving about and some species
may have been carried with them, inadvertently or deliberately. Many species have remained as the familiar members
of our mammal fauna, others, “greyed” have gone completely.

Our fallow deer are probably descended from those brought in after the next
invasion by the Normans, but modern techniques such as stable isotope
analysis have shown that the Romans bred fallow here at least once. Keeping,
hunting and eating the deer were all activities reserved for the king and the
nobility. They were kept in enclosed parks and, in a loose way, farmed. This
semi domestication is reflected in the wide variation in coat colour found in
different herds. Some are black, some white some wild coloured and one strain
found near Ludlow is hairy.
Rabbits follow a similar pattern, some remains being found in Roman sites and
then there is a gap this time extending to a somewhat post Norman date. They
seem to have come as a package with a well-developed husbandry system of enclosed warrens and hunting with
ferrets. The earliest rabbits were kept on islands presumably in part to stop them straying but also to reduce
predation and make it more difficult for the locals to nick a few for the pot. The warren system soon spread to the
mainland and then developed into one of the first examples of intensive farming. The number of warrens and the
density of the rabbits in the Breckland, for example, stripped the vegetation covering the sandy soil. This led to a mini
desert with mobile dunes that overwhelmed one village and blocked a river. The rabbits, as is very clear, did
eventually become successful outside the warrens and spread throughout the Country.
After this small flurry the introduction rate eased and it was not until nearly 500 years later in 1722 that the brown rat
arrived on a boat from Russia. In a few decades it had almost completely ousted the black rat so that in 1777 Gilbert
White could remark that a black rat killed in Hampshire was a great rarity. The arrival of the brown rat was part of a
natural dispersion, but hare, fallow deer and rabbit were introduced. All were, or became, providers of high protein
food, but as is often the case the motives behind the action were mixed with the deer particularly being initially a
fashionable badge of status.
Extinctions
The first local extinctions in this story were undoubtedly the result of habitat change resulting from a transformation in
the climate. The smaller mammals such as lemming, which are not well documented, seem to have gone quite quickly.
Reindeer, tarpan (the primitive horse), and elk Alces alces all disappeared in the early part of the post glacial period
followed by the auroch, a close relative of domestic cattle.
Hunting by man has frequently been suggested to be the cause of mammal extinctions both before and after the last
glaciation, but this, in many cases, seems rather improbable. They were certainly taken for food, but the human
population here after the glaciation is usually quoted as being in the low tens of thousands - imagine the population of
Whitchurch having the whole of Britain to themselves. They would not have had the numbers, the means or the need

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

Photo: Gareth Thomas

Immigrants
Additions to the list have occurred throughout history although the tempo was slow at first. Brown hares appeared in
the Bronze Age, spread and replaced the native mountain hares in England, Wales and Lowland Scotland. They were
followed not long after by the house mouse and after the Roman invasion by another hitch hiker the black rat, also
known as the ship rat because of its maritime associations. Both of these species are expert at living with and living off
humans and became widely distributed. The black rat, however, became quite rare again in post Roman times,
possibly because it missed the central heating, but perhaps more likely because of a fall-off in shipping trade with
places where black rats were common. In later Saxon times black rat bones reappear and it has been suggested that
they might have been reintroduced, again accidentally, by Viking raiders. Whatever the source the black rat became
re-established, a particularly significant fact as with its fleas it was the major source of the terrible plague epidemics
that had ravaged the Country from 14 th th to 17th Centuries. Interestingly,
because the plague bacillus Yersinia pestis is also lethal to rats the repeated
waves of human disease probably represented repeated reintroductions of
black rats.
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to remove large herds of big herbivores. The Native Americans with similar weapons and probably
better transport made little impression on the numbers of bison even though the animals were a major
resource for them.

Wolf, Canis lupus. Photo: Tris Pearce

Large predators are much more vulnerable to hunting and the further up the chain the worse it gets.
Brown bears were removed in the post Roman period and it was thought that this was
also true of lynx although a recent find has shown that it survived into the 18 th Century
in Scotland. Wolves were hunted in Shropshire, the Forest of Dean and Cannock Chase
towards the end of the 13th Century, but probably did not last much longer in England.
One extinction, that of the beaver is the exception to the last paragraph as it is not a
predator. It had, however, too many features that led to it being killed. Its fur was highly prized, much
of it was eaten, its anal gland secretion was used in medicine and it was also rather conspicuous. The
last record dates from 1789 in Yorkshire.
In addition to the systematic campaigns to remove the top predators the Tudor vermin laws and the
“Acte for the Preservation of Grayne” literally put a price on the heads of an extraordinary wide range of
animals, as in the excerpt below. It worked on a parish basis and was widely if unevenly observed.
The Acte for the Preservation of Grayne
“for the Heades of everie Fox or Gray [badger] twelve pence; and for the Heades of every Fitchou, Polcatte, Wessel,
Stote, Fayre bade or Wilde catte, one peny; for the Heades of every Otter or Hedgehog, two pence; and for the Heades
of every three rattes or twelve Myse, one penny; for the Heades of everie Moldewarpe or Wante [mole] one
halfpenny.”
Some of the priorities are strange to modern eyes, but Roger Lovegrove’s fascinating study of the
payment records from 1,575 parishes across England and Wales showed that because the records exist
for so many parishes and may continue for over 100 years they contain really useful information.
The first striking point is that the apparent carnage, (two years in one parish accounted for 141
hedgehogs, 53 moles, 2 weasels, 80 rats, 1 polecat and 1426 mice), it seemed to have little effect on
the populations of the target animals with large numbers being taken year after year. Even polecats,
which appear to be the most universally persecuted animal only occasionally diminished in numbers
before 18th Century.
Secondly although the reasons behind an absence of records for a particular species may be obscure,
the low counts for red squirrel in the 17 th Century followed by a rise in the 18th correlates well with a
pattern of deforestation followed by a rise in tree planting.
The worst feature of the acts is that they enshrined the pernicious vermin concept, which is still apparent although we
should now know better.
Competition between non-human species has been responsible for one dramatic event, the replacement of Black rats
by Brown rats, mentioned before.
Overview
During the 10,000 odd years described in this section changes to our mammal fauna were few, but with the exception of
climate change effects at the beginning, all involve humans directly or indirectly. Many of these such as the removal of the
large predators and the introduction of rabbits have had lasting effects.
What is not shown by simple species counts are the shifts in distribution and numbers that have occurred throughout.
Some of these will have been caused by climate variations. Notably inclement periods such as “the Little Ice Age”
starting in the late 12th Century and relatively balmy times like the Roman and Medieval warm periods must have
influenced populations. Probably even more important, were the man made landscape changes. The clearance of
forests (as hinted at in the Vermin Act returns), the introduction of agriculture and all the major farming and land use
changes that followed. These all become more significant in the recent events described in part 2 of this story.
John Mackintosh
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

European brown bear, Ursus arctos. Photo: Ric
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My first batty day out: an introduction to bats

Words and pictures by Andrew Barrett

Many people are aware that in our industry it is essential to gain certain licenses and qualifications before
you can handle and interfere with certain species, namely the protected species. Bats are one such creature
that requires us to have a license to observe, interact and generally disturb them. So for someone like myself, new to
the industry (still studying), it is less easy for us to gain experience working with these species, experience essential to
gaining licenses.
I was given a lucky break; through a meeting with Wiltshire Mammal group and a trip to the pub with Gareth Harris
and Lisa Wade afterwards I was invited to join them on a scheduled bat box check on Sunday the 20th September.
They’re both members of the bat group and hold between them all 4 class of bat license.
Lisa and Gareth from Wiltshire Bat Groups took me and a few other
volunteers out to survey some bat boxes. Our tasks for the day were to
follow a map, locate and check a number of bat boxes put up in the woods
by the bat group; measure and record what is in each box and as part of a
project which the group is involved with keep an eye out especially for
Barbastelle bats (Barbastella barbastellus).
After unloading and building our ladder we set off looking for bats, the
day started slowly; but surveying doesn’t always go the way it’s planned
– in fact, does it ever?
After checking and cleaning out a few empty boxes we struck gold with
our first bat of the day, handled by Lisa. I learnt it was a Soprano/ 55
Pipistrelle bat (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) and Lisa used the Field Study Centre
guide to show me how to identify bats.

A calm bat means a well handled bat.
Soprano pipistrelle, Pipistrellus pygmaeus

I was shown how to check the boxes and the correct way of holding the bats, as well as the importance of wearing
gloves.
The day was incredibly exciting considering
this was the first time I had been up close to a
bat.

Obligitory bat penis photo
Natterer’s bat, Myotis nattereri

When we first approach a flat box we look up
into it with a torch to see if we can see any
bats in it, and to estimate the number. One
flat box when I looked up at it with the torch
I thought there were two small bats in it; I
was wrong! When it was brought down and
opened there were no less than 13 Natterer
bats (Myotis nattereri) in it!

This day just goes to prove the importance of Networking and making connections,
particularly to students and people new to the industry. It takes a long time and a
lot of experience to get protected species licenses but everyone has to start
somewhere.

Not such a happy lady Natterer!

It is known that a lot of experts, people with the knowledge and skills that can help upcoming environmentalists, are
very busy. So they don’t have time to hunt for volunteers but any and all help is usually welcomed. Anyone wanting to
try something new and gain experience should put themselves out there and make themselves known. I have,
through this event, made a connection with people within the mammal and bat group, and these opportunities are
available around the country. I have really enjoyed my summer in Wiltshire and look forward to spending the rest of
my year in Shropshire!
Andrew Barrett
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
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The Shropshire Mammal Atlas Meeting

by Stuart Edmunds
Mammal Atlas cover photos by Martin Noble

Atlas summary
On 16th September, we held our first standalone Mammal Atlas meeting at Preston
Montford to discuss the Atlas we plan to produce over the coming few years. The aim: get our long
anticipated Atlas project off the mark with ideas on content, appearance and publishing. Twelve
members attended the meeting (thanks to you all) and used other Atlases as a point of reference.
Allan Dawes was also on hand to offer invaluable advice, having himself been
heavily involved with the Shropshire Bird Atlas.
Deadline
We aim to have the Atlas ready for printing by December 2017.
Funding
It is anticipated that the cost of producing the Atlas will be between £6000-£8000, based on the
production of a 200 page paperback book. We will be seeking sponsorship and donations once we
have a structured plan in place.
Content
With an introduction to the mammals of Shropshire and data collection, then 2
pages per mammal and summary text, the final publication will be around 200
pages. Each species will feature key facts and distribution in Shropshire, along
with a map produced in Mapmate. It was also suggested that we include habitat
maps of the county in the introduction to allow readers to plot records against
the habitat type in which they are recorded.
Photographs
It was agreed that rather than using illustrations, all species featured in the
publication will have a clear photo for identification. Photos will be sought
from photographers in the county where possible.
Roles
Producing an Atlas is a huge amount of work, particularly as all of the work taking place will be
voluntary. Therefore to spread the work load, we will have dedicated
roles for those involved in putting the Atlas together:
* Editor: the editor will mainly be involved once the majority of content
has been collected and will be responsible for tying the whole
publication together. The editor will also research publishing options.
* Proof-readers: it will be important to have all text proof-read by at
least three individuals to limit the potential for typos.
* Map producer: Lorcán Adrain will produce maps towards the end of
the project.
* Contributors: anyone wishing to contribute by giving a brief write up
of any species should email shropshiremammalgroup@gmail.com.
There will be around 40 species to cover! Depending on the number of
people that show an interest in contributing, species content will be
split evenly over all contributors.
* Fundraiser: to approach companies for sponsorship once a comprehensive plan has been
written up.
* Designer (to produce first draft and work in conjunction with professional designer if required).
We will have a second meeting later this year to discuss the next stage, but for the time being, the aim is to continue
collecting those mammal records!
Members present were: Stuart Edmunds, Lorcán Adrain, Martin Noble, Clare Boyes, Peta Marshall, Allan Dawes, Paul
Wright, Paul Jonathan Roberts, Ric Morris, Mike Hughes (representing Friends of Apley Wood).
Stuart Edmunds
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Mammals of the Outer Hebrides

by Ric Morris

I have a long-standing love for the Outer Hebrides, 40 miles into the sea off the west coast of Scotland;
particularly for the Uist group and Barra. This was kindled by bachelor holidays with a group of mates back in
the early 80s and later with my fiancée Jane. Over the last five years I have been visiting solo, for photography
and a beachcombing experience second to none. In August 2015, however, I was really delighted to return to Uist in
the company of Jane and younger daughter Fay, to enjoy- let’s be frank here- somewhat mixed (but exhilarating)
weather, superb scenery, remote but welcoming hostels, and the inevitable midge or two- not usually so much of an
issue in May or June!
Due to their sea-girt location the Hebrides are not noted for their abundance of land mammals and many familiar
mammals we take for granted on the mainland are not present. Forget those Scottish icons the pine marten, red
squirrel and wildcat; native land mammals are red deer and otter; marines include grey and harbor seals, and of
course, cetaceans. In addition there are field voles, mice, brown rats (and some very localized black ones too),
hedgehogs and naturally various farmed and domestic mammals. Despite this numerically poor show, an important
part of the enjoyment of the holiday was mentally planning a full Hebridean mammal report for the Newsletter!
First confession- I saw no otters. Let’s get that out of the way first. Not even tracks or spraints
this year, just big warning signs for motorists. In fact in all my visits I haven’t seen a live otter in
the Outer Hebrides since the merest glimpse on Barra in 1983. But a couple of dead roadkill
hedgehogs and rats were spotted, and one very lucky daredevil rat successfully crossing the road
a few metres in front of my vehicle on South Uist.
The mammal highlight of our trip was possibly the twenty minutes we
spent shortly after sunset watching a harbour seal lazily swimming
and diving in a small bay to the west of Eriskay. The water was so
calm and the bay so silent that we could hear the seal
exhaling as she came to the surface. Pure magic!
Elsewhere there were five young red deer stags spotted on
North Uist, on the way up to the St Kilda viewpoint (we
didn’t see St Kilda due to haze); and a slightly larger
mixed herd seen a few days later. Chunky whale
vertebrae were displayed outside various houses and other
buildings, evidently having been collected from the beach, (and a spectacular
beaked whale skull- I think- which is still on the lawn in front of RSPB Balranald
after at least five years) but no such beachcombing fortune for the @Skull_Bloke
this year. Plenty of odd seal bones and a few very aromatic dead ones, but
frustratingly, no skulls.
Cetacean rib, vertebrae and a scapula
displayed outside a house on Eriskay.
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A couple of scans from the free tourist newspaper I
picked up on the islands. Those of us with a long
memory may recall the true story of Hercules the
bear’s escape from the filming of a TV commercial
on Benbecula in 1980. A tame bear, Hercules was
owned by wrestler Andy Robbin, who ‘used him in
his act’, in a way which many of us would probably
be unhappy today. However despite Hercules’s three
weeks at large, he did no damage and attacked no
stock. He was recaptured alive, albeit very
emaciated and lived healthily for many more years.
Having visited Hercules’s grave and monument, I
am quietly amused that I came closer to seeing a
bear on the Outer Hebrides than my SWT friends did
in Sweden! Albeit the wording on his stone may be
more accurately phrased as ‘watching over the
islands where he nearly starved to death’.

The second article is both a commentary on the
hedgehog problem on Uist, (see page 13) as well as
offering an cautionary perspective on the rewilding
issue.
Ric Morris
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Mammal encounter stories by various authors

Two reports this issue- Andy’s amazing encounter with a wild American mink- Neovison vison, and my own
family’s liberation of a very lucky hedgehog…

Mink!

Words and all photos by Andrew Fusek Peters
(First posted to Facebook in July)

I have swum in the rivers of Shropshire for over twenty years and have never seen such a sight. As I got
out of the water and dried myself on the shallow pebble beach high up in the River Clun, I saw something
large and dark glide through the water near the other bank. Hoping for otter, which I have been fortunate to
photograph on the Severn, I began shooting. Whatever you may think of this creature, it is in our ecosystem now and
fits into the river like a sleek, black glove. If I was a ground nesting bird, I might not be so kind in my comments. Hey
ho. It was still an incredible encounter.
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“So,” I asked the lady at the Hebridean Jewellery shop, pointing to a range of hedgehog themed gifts “are
there still many hedgehogs about on Uist?” “Loads,” she replied emphatically “and they get ABSOLUTELY
EVERYWHERE!” Little did I think that within a couple of hours my family and I would personally obtain dramatic
proof of this claim!
On a beach walk after leaving the premises, naturally my own mind was focused firmly on the beachcombing-for-bones
potential of the higher strandline, but Jane and Fay, walking a different line along the beach, noticed an abandoned
lobster trap filling with drifted sand driven by the strong winds. The trap contained a dead lobster and something else,
something unexpected.
After turning around at the far point of my walk I was making my way back when I was called over to the pot. The
girls showed me the lobster and the unexpected brown prickly ball that was a still living hedgehog, half buried in the
drift, its eyes and nose encrusted with grit, not rolled up but still breathing- just.
Hedgehogs are not native to the Western Isles but a pair were introduced in the early 80s by a private gardener as a
slug control measure. The rest is history- they escaped, bred and spread and with few native mammal predators the
delicate ecology of the ground nesting birds has been seriously upset in the subsequent years. So potentially I had an
interesting ethical dilemma. To rescue, thus benefitting one hedgehog; or to euthanase it / leave it to die, benefiting
generations of as-yet-unhatched lapwings, oystercatchers, terns, and- gasp- corncrakes!
Well, sorry birds, but reasoning that one hedgehog more or less would make little difference, no contest, really.
Mindful that the lobster trap may not have been truly abandoned, but could potentially be re-used by a hard pressed
crofter or fisherman, I was anxious not to completely destroy it by cutting the strong plastic twine of its construction.
We had to find a way to untie the twine at key points which would then enable us to coax- or roll the hedgehog
towards a potential exit hole. The twine had been tightly and skillfully tied and prolonged immersion in seawater had
tightened and hardened the knots. Twenty minutes of determined fiddling between the three of us had the effect of
rather enlivening the hedgehog with the taste of possible freedom, and we slackened off part of the interior wall of the
trap which had previously prevented the hedgehog crawling back to the entrance it had originally used. The trap was
so full of sand and wedged firmly into the beach that even upending it was a struggle. Finally it was at a near vertical
angle but the by-now-rolled hedgehog kept getting blocked by the part of the interior wall still in place, plus the
generous ridges of wet sand still sticking to the marine plywood of the base. Finally he did roll forward and through
the interior, but still was not at the correct position relative to the exit hole we had fashioned at the entrance end.
Some very painful and prickly persuasion from myself finally aligned the unfortunate mammal to the hole and with a
bit of final tweaking, the hole assumed its necessary dimensions and the hedgehog was out. By now it was very tightly
rolled, and to avoid the possibility of the advancing tide finally finishing it off, I carried it carefully into the dunes at the
top of the beach where it was left to uncurl at leisure. Job done!
Ric Morris

Trapped!

Rolling the hog… The girls
accidentally upended the trap
onto my outstretched forearm
during this maneuvre, and
being full of wet sand, it was
very much heavier than you
might think.

Success! And the trap still
comparatively undamaged
and (in theory) repairable.
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Report & photos by Tris Pearce

11th - 13th September 2015

Shropshire Mammal Group member Tris Pearce attended the Badger Trust conference as a guest speaker and
also represented Shropshire Badger Group (along with four other SBG members). Here’s his exclusive report.

This year’s Badger Trust National Conference was held at Essex University and was co-chaired by CEO Dominic
Dyer and Chairman Peter Martin. Celebrity guests included Nigel Marvin and Anneka
Svenska.
There was a presence from vets, wildlife campaigners, scientists and naturalists from
England, Wales, Ireland, Northern Island, Belgium and Holland. Topics and presentations
included:

Nigel Marvin
with Tris; as he
puts it “More
wildlife TV celeb
hobnobbing!”
Photo courtesy
Tris

Of particular interest to me was the new controversial programme being run in
Northern Ireland, the Test and Vaccinate or Remove. It involves testing live badgers;
vaccinating and releasing the test negative badgers; and removing the test positive
ones. It seems quite radical and maybe the future combining the governments wish to
remove infected badgers and wildlife groups desire to vaccinate and build immunity in
badger social groups. How it works in brief is badgers are caged trapped as per vaccination
schemes, then they are anaesthetised and many samples are taken including blood, oral and badgers are tested in the
field using the test, positive badgers are then euthanased while unconscious. Each badger is marked and microchipped
and some badgers are fitted with GPS collars. Some 280 badgers were caught in the 1st year trial no badgers were
removed as normal badger movement data had to be obtained, through the fitting of GPS collars to some badgers. It is
anticipated that following the completion of TVR field activities in late 2018, a full analysis of data will be undertaken
and it is likely that a final concluding report should be available in late 2019.
This caused much debate, with many concerns being raised on efficacy of the Btb badger field test - the Dual Path
Platform (DPP) VetTB test (which I found out is normally for camelids, deer and elephants!) and the fact there is no
control area (an area to compare where no test is conducted). Other concerns were the cost at just over £1,000,000
for year 1 alone, this is due to using vets to carry out the field work, something that reduce
if the scheme could be run by wildlife organisations, perhaps.
Interestingly land owner consent take up was over 94%, which
is unheard of in England’s badger vaccination only schemes. So
perhaps this is how Mr Patterson may get his “Healthy Badgers
and Healthy Cattle”? I am one who will certainly be watching
the scheme closely to see how and if it works or not and if it
could be improved on. The Btb debate goes on…!
Tris Pearce

Tris also delivered a presentation to the Conference on the life’s
work of his late father George (see SMG Newsletter 22, page 11).
A film clip of his speech (together with a number of other
presentations) was made by Diane Bartlett and can be seen on
You Tube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgWNerJX3MA&feature=youtu.be
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A Rookie’s Guide to Wildlife Holidays

Words by Sara Pearce

Photos by the members of the wildlife holiday party

Now that I’ve been on my first wildlife holiday, looking for bears in Sweden, I feel I am in the position to
offer some sage words of wisdom to other fellow novices who may be thinking of placing their precious annual
leave at the mercy of nature.
Stuart

1. Go with experts (if you can)
As well as booking a knowledgeable local guide as part of the trip, I was lucky enough to go with:
Stuart Edmunds, our keen eyed chair; fungi aficionado and general ‘expert’ John Hughes from
Shropshire Wildlife Trust; wildlife good luck charm and SMG member Hannah Farley; and two random
ecologists, Emma Hankinson and Karen ‘Kaz’ Bartlett. Having someone with the knowledge to inform
you about what’s interesting in a car park is a real treat, which brings me on to…
2. Plan in time for car parks
If you’ve got people who like looking at things, make sure you plan in enough time for poking
around in the car parks of airport hotels or tourist attractions. The airport hotel had a fabulous
botanical offering and knocked us off schedule by a good hour, much to the amusement of some
locals who were taking pictures of us looking at weeds, which brings me on to…

John

Hannah

3. Take a camera
I know, I know. This is an obvious one. But, but, but, not for the reasons
you’re thinking. If you rely on an i-phone (other smart phones are available
but they’re not as good) then you run out of battery and storage really quickly. Other draw backs
include: can’t take long distance photos, you have to take your gloves off to work them and if you
Camera (good)
go canoeing looking for beavers you leave your phone at home because you don’t want to drop it in
iPhone (somewhat inadequate)
the water, which brings me on to…

Emma

Kaz

5. Take midgie spray
Choose DEET. Don’t be purchasing sprays that are billed
as ‘natural, DEET free and in harmony with nature’. If
you choose this option you will discover that by in
‘harmony with nature’ means working in league with the
flying bitey devils. 95% DEET, no midgies, no messin,
which brings me on to…
6. Practice meditation beforehand
No messing around on the actual wildlife spotting section of the
holiday. This bit is serious and involves being very quiet and still
for a very long time. If you, like me, are a bit fidgety or
hyperactive, then enrol for a meditation course beforehand. Or,
rig up some sort of electrocution device to train yourself in to
stillness. Or, make like John Hughes and get settled in a laying
down position and then fall asleep with your binoculars (see
point 4) propped up on your chest. No snoring at the back
though, which brings me on to…

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
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John with binoculars, not asleep.

‘Flying, bitey devils’. Pic: Ric

4. Invest in some binoculars
Once you’ve looked through Swarovski crystal binoculars you can’t look at the spectacle of wild beavers
slapping their tails on the calm, peaty waters of a broad river meander, illuminated by the soft apricot light of
the setting Swedish sun, in the same way. It would have been better if you’d had bl**dy binoculars, so you
could have seen its angry little beaver face. Get some or never look through them, the choice is yours, which
brings me on to…
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7. Say goodbye to sleep
I found out that sleeping is not something that wildlife people really rate. Be prepared for early
mornings and late nights driving around at dusk torching for things in the woods. Dawn walks
are an absolute must! Even if you don’t see any wildlife because you’re too noisy (see point 6)
and perhaps a little inebriated from the night before, ‘we may as well stay up now, it’s only 4
hours ‘til dawn and there’s wine left,’ dawn is a magical time of day. Stuart saw a beaver’s
bum, which he has assured me made being prised out of his bunk bed at 3.30am a winner,
which brings me on to…

Kazzzzzz…

8. Learn some basic card games
Winning card games does help pass the time in between the interesting bits. When you’re in a cabin in the woods in a
group, a distraction is a good idea. One of the ecologists knew some card games and we all learnt them by joining the
games at different times, resulting in the game being named ‘is it my go now? Whose go is it?’ Which brings me on
to…
9. Cereal bars are the answer
Hunger can induce similar levels of confusion to card games with a lot of different rules that include direction
changes. Be British and take cereal bars with you. John and I stocked up in Home Bargains beforehand and did
not regret it. They haven’t been invented yet in Sweden and campfire cooking can take quite a long time, which
brings me on to…
10. Record things
In the ‘waiting around for something to happen’ parts of the holiday (to be carefully differentiated from the
‘watching for wildlife’ parts – can seem similar to the uninitiated) recording and noting down what you have seen is a
good way to learn stuff. I had an A4 art book and a roll of sellotape and stuff got stuck in and names looked up and
written down. When I say stuff, we’re taking flowers, leaves and mosses – not creature things. No red squirrels were
stuck in the book. It’s a great memento
to supplement the dodgy i-phone photos.
Evidently they did see some
mammals… but no bears.

Such a fun guy…

Corporate Members of Shropshire Mammal Group

by Malcolm Monie, Membership Secretary

Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.

Pearce Environment Ltd
Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project
Shropshire Wildlife Trust - Ellesmere Branch
Ricoh Ltd
Keith Roberts and Son, Lower Wallop Farm
Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme / Nature Improvement Area
The National Trust (Cardingmill Valley)
The British Hedgehog Preservation Society
Dual membership of SMG with The Mammal Society is still working well for individuals, and thanks to all who continue
to support us. The easiest way to join or re-join is to go to the JOIN page on our group's website:
http://shropshiremammalgroup.com/join-2/ where you will be given the option of paying by cheque, internet banking
or BACS transfer, or by setting up a direct debit using GoCardless. New members will now renew on the anniversary of
joining, which is to accommodate the dual memberships with the Mammal Society.
Malcolm Monie
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Shropshire’s pine martens could be here to stay!

by Stuart Edmunds

In July 2015, the first photos and trail camera footage of English pine martens were recorded at woodland in
south Shropshire; the first evidence of these large elusive mammals being present in the county for over a
century. Records show that pine martens had been presumed extinct in Shropshire since 1899, due to habitat loss and
persecution. But a number of reported sightings suggested that there was a possibility that occasionally a pine marten
may pass through the county, possibly from the small Welsh population.
It was expected that this would be the case with the marten recorded in July, but further
use of trail cameras has since led to the discovery of at least three different individual
pine martens inhabiting the area. It is possible to tell pine martens apart from the pattern
of their cream throat patch. (See Note from the Chair, SMG Newsletter 22).

Shropshire photos: Stuart, via trail cameras

This news is made all the more exciting when put into a national context as this is
currently the only evidence of a population of pine martens living in England. What would
be even more exciting would be the discovery of evidence that points to the Shropshire
pine martens being a relict population of the presumed extinct genetic type associated
with England and Wales. DNA samples from martens in Wales recently have so far
indicated that pine martens from Scotland have actually been moved to Wales without
public knowledge by unknown authorities.
These releases are not associated with
the planned translocation of Scottish pine
martens into Wales by Vincent Wildlife
Trust this year. The Shropshire evidence is
the first time that follow-up investigations have found repeated signs
of pine martens in an area, rather than one offs as previously noted in
Wales.
Having been investigating reported sightings of martens for over 5
years, it was very exciting just to find one pine marten in our
county, but to find evidence of a geographical type of pine marten
which has been presumed extinct for so long would be an incredibly
important scientific discovery. From conversations with people in
the local area, it appears that the pine martens we have on camera
might have actually been around for a number of years, so it is
now essential that we obtain a DNA sample which would back up
our anecdotal evidence. I am now running an appeal through
Shropshire Wildlife Trust which will cover the costs of equipment
such as hair tubes to collect hair samples, but more importantly
will enable me to work with woodland owners to manage their
land with pine martens in mind. Being expert climbers, martens
spend much of their time in dens high up in old trees, often in
hollows. Many suitable trees are felled each year, reducing
denning potential for pine martens and so limiting the chances of
breeding and having adequate space to gain their own territories.
There is the added incentive for forestry owners to encourage
pine martens as there is also increasing evidence that these
impressive mammals will prey on grey squirrels. Grey squirrels, a
non-native species in England, have no naturally evolved native predator here, although many
predatory mammals and birds will kill and eat them. The greys are having devastating impacts on our woodland by
stripping off bark, which can kill trees of all sizes. Increased pine marten presence could lead to a reduction of the
squirrel population to the point that their impact on woodland becomes less. Help the appeal now!
www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/pinemartenappeal or text MAML44 £10 to 70070 to donate £10 towards the
project (substitute your preferred amount for the ‘£10’ if you wish to donate more or less).
Stuart Edmunds
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The Guardian. Main
photo- not a Shrops PM

Some of the national coverage of the pine marten news… The
SMG and SPMP pages on Facebook have been alive with comment,
screen grabs and video clips too, together with some intriguing retro
images of our favourite … ahem- ‘round eared carnivore’.

by Andrew Barrett

Greetings, my name is Andrew Barrett, and
this bit is nothing to do with pine martens! As you
know I’ve written several times before for the SMG
Newsletter. I am a student at Harper Adams
University, studying Wildlife Conservation and a
member of Shropshire Mammal Group.
I am also the chairman of the Harper Adams Uni
Conservation Society. The society is run by students
for students with an interest in learning about,
working in and helping the environment.
The aim of the society this year is to work as a
team of students to improve the Harper campus in
an environmental sense. We also want to work off
campus more, with groups who have an interest in
the environment of Shropshire.
We wish to form a network between students and
outside groups such as the Shropshire mammal
group; an opportunity for groups to work with and
use a bunch of enthusiastic, hard-working, educated
students whilst we have the chance to learn about a
large variety of tasks and work in the environmental
sector.
If anyone is involved with a group or society, or
knows of a project that could use the assistance of
our students, from which we can benefit the
environment and provide good experience to our
students please email me at ecobarrett@gmail.com
Many Thanks!
Andrew Barrett

Illustration by Jane Burton from
Maurice Burton’s Mammals of the
British Countryside, published
1960.

A plea from me!

Lovely illustrations from Ladybird
books, by John Leigh-Pemberton,
left, and Roland Green, right.
You do have to feel sorry for this squirrelhe gets his picture in the local paper but
he's still upstaged by that flippin' pine
marten all over the nationals.
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(a.k.a. the Ric and Stu shows)

Not actually SMG events; mostly Shropshire Wildlife Trust, but we hope you will enjoy them anyway…

Confessions of a Teenage Skull Collector (SWT members only event)
When? Wednesday 30 September 2015, 7:30 pm Free to SWT members.
Where? ‘The Cut’, Shropshire Wildlife Trust HQ, 193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury .
Description: Ric Morris offers advice on the study of mammal and bird bones with a few tall tales from his
embarrassing teenage years, to include the Trafalgar Square Pigeon Incident and the true story of
Shergar’s skull. IF YOU ARE A SWT MEMBER BOOK ASAP, AS VERY FEW SEATS LEFT!
______________________________________________
Caught on camera: Shropshire’s elusive mammals
(SWT Whitchurch branch event open to non-members)
When? Wednesday November 11, 7:30 pm. £2 SWT members / £3 non-members
Where? Whitchurch CoE Infant School, off Station Road Whitchurch
Description: Stuart Edmunds talks about his camera trap project that has captured our most elusive
British wildlife & some truly amazing behaviour!
_______________________________________________
‘Russian Bears at the Finnish Line’
When? Tuesday 10 November, 7:30 for 8 pm.
Where? Bishop’s Castle Town Hall SY11 1LF. £3.50 in advance or on the door- see flyer
Description: Fascinating glimpses of Europe’s largest predators, wild Brown Bears, in the midnight-sun-lit
forests on Finland’s eastern border. NB: This is the same talk Ric delivered at the 2014 SMG AGM.
______________________________________________________
Pine martens: tracking the arboreal masters
(SWT Ellesmere branch event open to non-members)
When? Thursday 3 December, 8 pm
Where? Ellesmere Town Hall, SY12 0AL. £2, all welcome.
Description: Stuart Edmunds talks about the work being done in England and north Wales to reverse the
worrying trend of potential pine marten extinction.
_______________________________________________
Confessions of a Teenage Skull Collector (SWT Oswestry branch event open to non-members)
When? Wednesday 9 December, 7:30 pm. £2 members / £3 non-members
Where? Methodist Church Hall, Castle Street, Oswestry SY11 1LF.
Description: As for 30/9/15.

______________________________________________________

And finally…

In the wake of the pine marten sightings being made
public in July, a gentleman from Ironbridge
contacted SWT. It seems a fox had been filmed in
his garden throwing about a medium-sized dead
animal’s body over the course of half an hour one
night. He was intrigued, thinking it looked
mustelid-like; but more interestingly all the grey
squirrels had suddenly disappeared from his
garden! I called around to collect a DVD of the
footage and in due course a couple of clips were
posted to Facebook. The ID debate raged over
quite a few days, and it’s still pretty much
inconclusive. Squirrel, young otter, mink, stoat,
kitten have all been suggested but,
frustratingly, we will never know for sure as
there was no body in the morning. All we can
say for sure is that it was definitely a fox doing
the chucking-around. You’re going to need to
watch the clips for yourself, but what do you
think?
Bushnell wildlife camera footage courtesy
of Chris Parkinson, Ironbridge.

I’d like to thank everyone who has contributed such outstanding articles to this issue of the SMG
Newsletter, and have collectively saved Stu and I from having to write it all! Remember it is your
newsletter, and within reason I will consider publishing anything I receive, so get scribing! Have
a great Autumn, with plenty of mammal-watching excitement! See you soon! Ric !
(PS- most people think it’s a squirrel)

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

