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WELCOME!
…to Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter 26! After such a wet winter,
I’m sure I can speak for us all in saying that we are desperate for Spring
to finally, er, spring. But there is much cause for optimism in the south Shropshire
countryside in that we now have den boxes up for the beloved pine martens in the
secret Shropshire woodland; we may have seen a PM pawprint, and we may have
found some fabulously aromatic PM excrement (to be confirmed, as they say, by DNA
analysis). We are delighted to announce that the fabulously elusive little turd… (I
can say ‘turd’ in the newsletter, as I’m the Editor, but no-one else can, d’you hear!)
…is nestling in Stuart Edmunds’s freezer as I write this, waiting to be couriered off to
a laboratory somewhere far, far away. Watch this space! Or keep sniffing at it, it’s
up to you. But finally, and most excitingly, according to a very recent tweet, a
Shropshire Wildlife Trust reserves officer has actually seen a pine marten, in midMarch, on one of the Wildlife Trust reserves! Oh wow! I sense a Mammal Eyewitness
article in the offing!
Aside from PM news, we have many of our Hide’n’Squeak project cameras set up at
other locations throughout the county, including schools, and this has led to some
lovely opportunities to really inspire children to engage with the commonplace wildlife
in gardens, parks and school grounds. Stuart writes a little about the discoveries of
badgers at a Shrewsbury school in his Note from the Chair and there are also some
really wonderful writings and artwork from another school, this time in Whitchurch,
which has been sent in by their KS1 class teacher, Mrs Julie Rowlandson. In honour
of the children’s enthusiasm, I’ve dedicated this issue to the theme of Camera Traps
in the Community!
So, in another great Newsletter we have reports on all the above: plus a hard-hitting
feature on some shocking environmental vandalism to our vulnerable roadside verge
habitats at the local Field Studies Centre; a nostalgic trip down Mammally Lane to
2011; two amazing Mammal Eyewitness encounters; a piece from a new contributor,
Dave Lewis on the philosophical mindset of wildlife watching, in which something will
turn up (on his camera trap… er, in his community, naturally!); some book reviews;
a preview of April’s Mammal Society Conference; and also an amazing account of the
long-haired fallow deer of Mortimer Forest, by our regular contributor, the very
talented poet, author and photographer Andrew Fusek Peters. Actually, that article
is also an exclusive preview ahead of its re-appearance in the Summer issue of
Mammal News. So, enjoy.
On a personal note, some of you may have heard that I have been contracted to
write an identification guide to the skulls and bones of British mammals. In SMGN23,
Summer 2015, my friend and NatSCA chair, Paolo Viscardi wrote a short article about
the work and aims of the Natural Science Collections Association. I’m honoured to
have received an offer from Paolo to speak about my book project at the NatSCA
conference in Derby next month, alongside another of my osteologist buddies from
Twitter, Ben Garrod, evolutionary biologist and presenter of BBC4’s Secrets of Bones!
Exciting times!
With very best wishes to all members for Easter and …the springtime, the only pretty
ring time, when birds do sing, hey ring-a-ding-ding… Oooh, a bit of Shakespeare
there, calm down, man!
Ric Morris ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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REMEMBER!
Conference season ahoy- the Mammal Society conference from
8th to 10th April in Staffordshire (Stuart’s speaking!); and the
Natural Science Collection Association from 21st to 22nd April at
the Silk Mill and Derby Museum and Art Gallery (Ric’s speaking!)
If you’re not going to either of those, console yourself with a
copy of ‘Wilderland: Wildlife and Wonder from the Shropshire
Borders’ by Andrew Fusek Peters, published by Fairacre Press,
at £24.95.
Usual disclaimer applies- the
opinions expressed in the SMG
Newsletter are those of the
individual contributors, not
neccessarily the views of the SMG, unless stated to be so.

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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by Stuart Edmunds, SMG Chair

Last year, we were awarded funding for the successful Hide ‘n’ Squeak project, which allowed us to purchase a
number of camera traps to loan to local wildlife interest groups and schools. After a few months of trials at
schools around the Stiperstones and Shropshire Hills AONB, some results are now starting to come in and are
giving a very different impression than predicted. Of those cameras left out in the grounds of semi-rural schools, the
majority of footage recorded is of small mammals (wood mice and bank voles) and domestic cats but very little
evidence of larger wild mammals. Yet a camera trap installed in the school grounds in the centre of Shrewsbury
collected video clips of foxes, squirrels and even badgers, much to the excitement of the children. This once again
proves the increasing importance of camera traps, not only in recording wild mammals, but also in increasing
awareness of their presence in urban areas.
The past winter has been unpredictable, leading to the
discovery of some very unusual behaviour from our native
wildlife. During these cold months, hedgehogs are
generally deep in hibernation and rarely seen. So it has
been very surprising to hear that a number of people
have seen hedgehogs out foraging on their lawns in subzero temperatures (as seen in this image recorded in
Oswestry). It will be interesting to monitor other
behaviour this year as we anticipate another year of
erratic weather. If you see any bizarre mammal
behaviour, let us know!
Stuart Edmunds

Facebook fun after the SMG AGM

Facebook banter compiled by Ric Morris

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Shropshire Mammal Group- the second year: 2011!
Continuing our look back through the SMG Newsletter archive, we turn to the second full year of our Group’s
existence. Charlotte Mullard was the Newsletter editor for the first three issues of 2011, whereon she
From SMGN6
moved away from the county with work, and our present Chair, Stuart Edmunds took on the role for SMGN9
SSSMGNSMG
onwards.
N61
Badger Watch at Corbett Wood
Magnificent Voles and the hunt for the
From SMGN7
Harvest Mouse
st
From SMGN6

The Shropshire Mammal Group has applied for an
OPAL (Open Air Laboratories) grant to purchase
equipment, which will enable to survey for a range
of mammals using both traditional and modern
techniques. This equipment will ensure that the
group can continue our highly popular field days,
improve skill transfer between members and
hopefully get some much needed records for the
Shropshire Mammal Atlas.
Three specific activities have been proposed as part
of the OPAL grant. Firstly, we are looking to hold
a public water vole day to improve the
understanding of this remarkable animal. We are
also proposing a mammalian carnivore dietary
study in Whitchurch, which will tie in with a
habitat survey and help to deliver an informed
conservation strategy for water voles in that area.
Finally, as postlude to the eagerly anticipated talk
on harvest mice by Penny Rudd (March 2011) the
Group has taken up the challenge of finding the
harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) in Shropshire.
Harvest mice are golden on their upper surface
with a distinctive demarcation to a pale
cream/white underside. They are omnivorous,
eating a range of seeds, fruits, berries and insects.
Perhaps, their most distinctive trait is a prehensile
tail, which makes them well adapted to their
traditional habitat of cereal fields and long
grasslands. However, they will occupy a range of
other habitats including read beds and fens.
Hedgerows often provide an important winter
habitat, after agricultural fields have been cut.
There are several records of harvest mouse nests in
south Shropshire but, as yet, no-one has managed
to spot one of the individuals responsible. This is
not surprising as the harvest mouse adults weigh
just 5-8g and reach only 5-7cm in length. In fact,
only the pygmy shrew (Sorex minutus) surpasses it
as the UK’s smallest mammal.
The task is certainly a difficult one, requiring
tenacity and some specialist equipment. Nest
searches are the traditional approach to harvest
mice surveys. However, recent research has called
into question the reliability of this technique. The
relationship between the number of nests and the
abundance of mice, as determined by live-trapping,
has been found to vary regionally. This means that
data regarding national trends in harvest mouse
populations could be inaccurate, underlining a
significant gap in our knowledge. If the OPAL bid
is successful we will be able to use equipment such
as bait-tubes, stalk zone trapping, and DNA hair
analysis to try and determine whether we have
harvest mice in Shropshire and where they might
be hiding.

Making a mountain (of records) out of
molehills

Between 1993 and 1996, English Nature (now
Natural England) commissioned a survey of
lowland grasslands throughout the West Midlands.
I was lucky enough to have completed a large
proportion of these surveys. One of the more useful
aspects of the standard site recording cards was that
it asked the surveyors to record a range of other
environmental characteristics.
This included
whether the site had ridge and furrow, or what
grazing stock, if any, were present on site. A list of
84 features could be recorded for each site and
individual fields. One of these was the presence of
mole hills.

On May 21 [2011] the Shropshire Mammal Group
held a badger watch at Corbett Wood. I arrived early
and scattered some peanuts (unsalted of course) around
the site, in the hope that this would tempt the badgers
into making an appearance. Attendance for the night
was a little disappointing, but nevertheless, we
ventured into the woods and found a vantage point with
a ready-made seat. The recommended approach to
badger watching is to arrive well before dusk, so that
you don’t cause disturbance when the badgers are
beginning to stir. With this in mind we didn’t expect to
see much for the first hour and this proved to be the
case. Around 9:00 pm our expectations were growing
and the sight of a foraging bat suggested that nocturnal
species were becoming active. However, there was still
no badger activity and the light was fading fast. By
quarter to ten my optimism was also fading and I crept
back round to where Angus was stationed, suggesting
that perhaps we were out of luck. At this point Angus
duly pointed out that I had just scared off two badgers,
which he had been watching for the past 5 minutes.
Thankfully the badgers were soon back and busily
snuffled around for peanuts, before heading off into the
night. It was very rewarding to see live badger, rather
than by the side of the road, and you forget just how
fascinating a beast they are.
Gareth Parry
From SMGN7 (extract from full article)

The Harvest Mouse- Talk by Penny Rudd
We know very little about the distribution of mole
hills so April Eassom, a volunteer for Shropshire
Council, is currently dusting off the old survey
reports and recording which sites, and individual
fields had mole hills recorded. Hopefully this will
help provide a better scattering of records than we
have now even if these records are now rather old.
Moles are such an easy species to record and I
personally think it would be great to get a better
idea of their distribution and explore any gaps in
their current range. The National Biodiversity
Network has very few gaps in the 10km squares
where moles have been recorded in the UK. One
such gap, however, is over Shropshire, in the area
of Minsterley (SJ30). Let’s start by plugging that
gap and recording mole there.
Dan Wrench, Biodiversity Officer for Shropshire.

In March 2011 Penny Rudd from
Chester Zoo gave a very interesting
talk about the little known Harvest
Mouse (Micromys minutes) and the
experimental release scheme she
was involved with. Penny started
by explaining the probable causes
in the decline of the harvest mouse
including habitat destruction, agricultural practices and wetter
winters. The aim of the project was to establish a formal reintroduction protocol for this species whilst been able to
demonstrate the success of the methods and gain world-wide
interest, much of which can be compared with and applied to other
small mammal species. Pre-release activities such as the choice of
release site and monitoring were undertaken as well as a feasibility
study and background information was gathered. It was interesting
to hear the process of deciding the release information including the
sex ratio and when and how they would be released. Harvest mice
that were captured were attached with radio collars particularly to
determine survival, dispersal and habitat choice.
Most recent research 2009/10
• University of Oxford`s – WildCRU together with the Mammal
Society of Great Britain commissioned a significant piece of
research across England and Wales in an attempt to determine more
accurately the status of this species by undertaking widespread nest
searches and live trapping. Results are awaited!
(Author of article uncredited)

Gareth Parry
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
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From SMGN7

The Llangollen Canal corridor
water vole study
The study is a British Waterways project, funded by the People’s
Trust for Endangered Species Mammal Internship. The funding
enables students and future conservationists to work on a specific
mammal-related project supported by the organisation and their
university or college.
The Llangollen canal runs 46 miles from Llantysilio Bridge near
Llangollen, to Hurleston Junction where it joins the Shropshire
Union Canal. Recently in 2009 UNESCO credited an 18 kilometre
length with World Heritage status, due to its engineering feats of two
aqueducts. The World Heritage Site occupies an area of land
including parts of the counties of Shropshire in England and
Wrexham and Denbighshire which are in Wales.
There have historical records of the presence of water vole
throughout the WHS: however the species has disappeared from
many of its historic locations therefore the status of the species is
unclear within the site and its buffer zone.
The aim of this project is to establish the status of the water vole on
the canal and within the WHS buffer zone; to undertake a habitat
assessment for the WHS and buffer zone, to establish the suitability
of habitat within the area for water voles; and identify and
implement habitat enhancements.
Other objectives include liaising with landowners, providing support
and advice for habitat management, and supporting agricultural land
owners in the process for entry into Environmental Stewardship
Schemes.
Paul Roberts- SMG Member

From SMGN8
Review of SMG Events

Magnificent Robert Gilmor cover
artwork on Andrew’s book.
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Saturday 2nd July 2011 - Tetrad Survey in Brown Moss area
Three members recorded evidence from eight different mammal species [fox, badger, squirrel,
field vole, bank vole, wood mouse, mole and rabbit]. As well as exploring Brown Moss itself, the
team visited a restricted byway near Ash Parva with lots of coppiced hazel. Nuts opened by wood
mice, bank vole and squirrel were found. Thanks to Malcolm for organising.
Saturday 4th June 2011 - Tetrad Survey in Baggy Moor area
Eight members recorded evidence from eight different mammal species, none of which had
previous records for this tetrad. Once again, thanks to Gareth for organising this event.
SMG member makes page 2 of Mammal News
Congratulations to SMG member Stuart Edmunds for making page 2 of The Mammal Society's
magazine Mammal News with an item about his pine marten survey.
SMGN8 also featured the first in the long running
sequence of Stuart Edmunds’s pine martens
articles; alas too long to reprint here… 

Photo Charis White

From SMGN9 (edited extract from full article)

Myth or inconvenient truth? Uncovering the facts about otters and fisheries.
The otter is a rare conservation success story. Seldom have we managed to reverse such a dramatic decline in a native species. The otter’s recovery has quite rightly been
celebrated, however; the scale of the recovery has led to concern within the angling community regarding the impact of otters on fish stocks. This issue has escalated in recent
years, leading to headlines such as “Otter devastation” and some vitriolic exchanges between conservationists and anglers. But how do you resolve an issue caused by a species
doing what comes naturally? Firstly, it is important to examine the evidence and dispel the myths.
A very important point, evident in numerous studies, is the lack of relationship between the perceived level of
Predation at fisheries is not a new issue. However, as with
stock predation, reported by anglers and fishery managers, and the actual level of predation. In short, humans
many contentious issues, fact has become heavily infected with
cannot accurately determine predation levels based on their own casual observations, nor are they able to reliably
fiction and strongly ingrained opinions are rarely supported by
identify the culprit. This phenomenon is clearly demonstrated by Kloskowski (2005), who found that some
hard evidence. We should cast a glance to the continent, where
fisheries owners reported very high levels of stock damage by otters but, in reality, experienced low levels of
extensive research has been undertaken in the fish farming
predation. Conversely, other owners reported no loss of stock but actually suffered quite high levels of
regions of Poland, Czech Republic and Germany. These studies
predation. At the root of this is basic human logic. If we see dead fish or depleting stocks and then spot otters or
have provided fascinating insights, revealing the issue as a
spraints (faeces) in the area, we automatically put the two together. Unfortunately, logic does not always apply
complex web of ecological, psychological and socio-economic
when it comes to predation, particularly with Mustelids. Freitas et al. (2007) found that otters regularly visited
factors. Sadly, the improved understanding created by this
fisheries, but did not always forage at them.
research has not been utilised the UK.
There are several other methods of reducing predation levels. Increased common sense at the planning stage would make a vast difference. For example, a few years ago I was
consulted about plans to establish a new fish farm next to one of the largest cormorant colonies in Scotland, surely not the best location! Fisheries are much more likely to be
impacted by predation if they are situated next to an existing water course. Fishing lakes located away from rivers and streams tend to experience significantly lower levels of
predation. Coincidentally, this also reduces the risk of non-native stock entering our ecosystems. Small pools, and those with high stock densities, are far more likely to be targeted
(Sales-Luis et al. 2009), whilst providing underwater refuges can reduce predation. Fencing can be very effective, but it is expensive and, therefore, should be targeted to the most
vulnerable sites. Before installing fences it is prudent to confirm the identification the predator impacting stocks. It is no use installing a nice fence if a bird is the main culprit.
Ecologists can help fisheries to identify their most vulnerable ponds, so
that protective measures can be targeted to where they are most
needed. This information ensures that prize fish are either stocked in
the least vulnerable ponds, or provided with adequate protection. I
have little sympathy for a £30,000 fish being lost if it is completely
unprotected. You would not leave a brand new car overnight in a car
park, with the keys in the ignition. Leaving a prize fish in an
unprotected featureless pool, next to a river, is no different.

I leave you with one final point to consider. Otter populations have been declining since the last iceage. The past 50 years is a notable blip within this long-term decline. For thousands of years our
rivers contained greater numbers of otters, but also supported much better fish populations than they
do today. It is only since humans have had their indelible impact on the landscape that both fish and
otter populations have declined. The key issue for riparian fish populations is not predation, but the
long-term pollution, eutrophication and mismanagement of our freshwater habitats. Conservationists
and anglers should work together to address this for the benefit of all aquatic fauna.
Gareth Parry – full references available on request

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
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An update on our pine martens

by Stuart Edmunds

Efforts to determine how many pine martens we might have in Shropshire continued during the winter, again
through searches for scat and hair to provide DNA to analyse. However, December to February is not usually
considered optimal time for conducting pine marten research! Despite this, I have continued to deploy camera
traps; not just at the main site, but also in surrounding woodland for 2 miles with the aim of seeing how far the
martens are moving. Several potential den areas have been located and will be
monitored over the coming months.
In January, we once again brought in the pine marten detection experts to help
find a scat. First of all, Louise Viljoen (Wilson) of Conservation K9 Consultancy
very kindly offered a day of her time with sniffer dog, Luna. Over 3 miles of
forest tracks were scanned and Luna indicated positively for pine marten scent in
2 locations, where although there was no scat to be found, there was the
possibility that a scat might have been washed away. One week later, Johnny
Birks brought along his own sniffer dog, Dooley and once again, we had positive
indications of marten scent, but no scat to back it up. Johnny also noted that the
lack of ground vegetation throughout the woodland we walked could mean that
our pine martens are less likely to be using the usual forestry tracks for getting
around. One of the reasons that pine marten scats are commonly found on tracks in Scotland
and Ireland is that martens tend to take the path of least resistance, rather than attempt to push
through thick under-storey vegetation. The number of deer in the woodlands of south Shropshire
means that any plants less than 4 feet high are grazed down, leaving much of the woodland
lacking in ground flora and leaving a clear way for martens to wander wonder around without
need for accessing tracks.

Our good friends Louise Viljoen
and Luna. Look at that tail go!
Pics: Ric

During the winter, scats are more difficult to find on trails and are much more likely to be found
around den sites. So, as an extra measure to increase the possibility of obtaining scat, the
decision was taken to install pine marten den boxes, with the hope of attracting a marten and
hopefully encouraging him/her to leave a scat on the box lid as a scent marker. In Scotland,
there are often large piles of scat to be discovered on the lids of den boxes, so it would be very
exciting if we were to find scats on one of the four boxes we installed with the help of Johnny
Birks, John Martin and Lizzie Croose (Vincent Wildlife Trust) in early February.

But for now, it is a waiting game and avoiding the site for a few weeks will be the key, as
too much disturbance could potentially scare any present pine martens away before we
have a chance to study them. One of the reasons that ‘our’ pine martens inhabit the
valley in south Shropshire is the lack of visitation from humans in many sections of
woodland. It is very reassuring to know that we
still have some wild places left in our county
and for the benefit of the wildlife, it would be
best to keep it that way.

A Reconyx Ultrafire

Thanks to CJ Wildlife for donating two of the
den boxes, to Perdix Wildlife Supplies for the
loan of an additional Reconyx Ultrafire
camera trap and to Befesa Salt
Slags Ltd for their donation to the
project this month. Befesa’s
donation will pay for further den
boxes, camera traps and batteries
(the cost of which is quickly adding up!)

Stuart Edmunds
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Tweet by @PinemartensUK, photo of him with
the den box and Martin George @Jannerbirder
of @CJWildlife by Kate Price

Photo: Stuart

Den box installation isn’t quite as straight forward as it sounds; it takes a number of
helpers to winch the heavy boxes to a height of 5 metres. Another person (in this case,
John Martin of Myotismart Ltd) ascends an extendable ladder to get the box into position.
The box is held in place simply with a single piece of rope wrapped around the tree trunk.
With guidance from the experienced installers, the plan now is for me and volunteers to
install more boxes at other sites later this year.
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Scat hunt with Louise & Luna; 22nd January…

@PinemartensUK cruelly ‘dissing’ @Skull_Bloke’s PM track
photograph to the whole BBC Winterwatch social media team…
OK punks, let’s see you do better with your poxy smartphones…

Scat hunt; Bury Ditches, 27th February…

Up to the nose… sweet as a rose…

Now, those people
who sniffed the
larger of these scats
(the one with the
poke holes) under
Stu’s guidance
reported, with some
confidence, the smell
of sweet damp hay,
apparently indicative
of marten. And it is
half of this (ahem)
turd which is now
tucked away in Stu’s
freezer. The other
scat was definitely
fox. Interesting bit
of (possible) interspecific scatting,
there.

Some lovely badger excrement.

Last word on Facebook!
A nice roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) slot to end the morning.
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We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter

Issue 26

In the footsteps of Mr. Micawber

Spring 2016
by Dave Lewis

Nature-watching is rather peculiar, in that you can spend hours, days, weeks and longer searching for a
particular animal or event – only to have it serendipitously planted in front of you when you least expect it.
This elation inevitably leads to a significant dismay as there’s rarely a camera to hand; it can, however, be
recorded in the mind and jotted down in the notebook later on.
Joining the Shropshire Mammal Group recently, in some way, formalizes my acceptance of the challenges of the search
– it’s something that I’ve learned to cope with in all the areas of interest that I pursue. Taking the ‘rough with smooth’
approach teaches patience and respect for the quarry – and when the effort is rewarded with a good find, the previous
barren periods of watching and waiting are often dismissed as a minor inconvenience.
The relatively recent availability of camera-traps has supplanted cumbersome and elaborate rig-ups of triggers and
flashes and what-not. These devices and others have almost revolutionized nature-watching and recording; they were
formerly the province of professionals and specialist workers – but now they are well within most people’s budgets. The
technology that is now available to assist in observing, significantly shortens the odds of a good sighting – attachments
and apps for mobile phones and vastly improved camera equipment, combined with highly sophisticated software for
image enhancement have elevated the discipline to something that could only be dreamt of a number of years ago. The
miniaturization of very high resolution movie cameras has done more to stimulate interest in the natural world that any
other device I can think of; the public consumption of high quality presentations on television, film and online media is
an ongoing delight and the recent addition of drone devices has raised the bar even further.
So what about just sitting and watching with just a pair of binoculars and a notebook – sometimes simplicity is a good
thing. Certainly the Spartan approach is good for the back-ache that would be involved with humping a few kilos of
equipment around; we’ve all done it.
My own camera trap has been with me for a
number of years and while its earlier days were
devoted more to mundane activities, the last year
or two has seen my battery consumption escalate
significantly–
and
despite
moving
house
(combined with the inevitable misplacing of such
equipment in boxes labelled incorrectly) it’s been
deployed in the woods of the local area with
modest success. Each time I get out and about
with enthusiasts, extra knowledge is disseminated
and makes for a refining of choosing locations. A
recent site in Colstey Wood yielded the usual fare
of roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) but also, rather
unexpectedly, a brown hare (Lepus europaeus) –
see photo.

Other deployments elsewhere in local woods have yielded consistent sightings of badgers, roe deer, grey squirrels and
foxes – the ability of the camera-trap to switch to infra-red when required is a great function. Incidentally, most digital
cameras (including compacts) are sensitive to infra-red – so it’s worth experimenting – all you’ll need
is an infra-red light source (check online auction sites).
One of the biggest downsides to public access woodland is the inevitable presence of dogs, mountain
and motor bikers; sadly, we have to share the facility with other users. Any camera site needs to be
well away from such trails – but this is, of course, at odds with (say) scats on path crossing points –
the animal MUST have frequented that location, despite the obvious conflicting users. Placing the
cameras covering those sites risks potential interference or worse – so the art of camouflage
develops, sometimes to extraordinary lengths. A recent site required setting the camera the other
side of a path and it was chosen to both monitor the animal activity plus any public usage. The result
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
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A biker at a bona fide event, not
disturbing anything much. Pic- Ric

The ability of the camera-trap to be set to take
stills and movies makes for very comprehensive
coverage, the 1 minute video after the stills showed the hare loping off in the distance and adds that extra dimension to
the observation; showing both its posture and movement.
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was quite enlightening as to the type and frequency of public activity. The camera was well disguised even though it
was in plain sight and I must say I was relieved when it was still in place some two weeks later.
As the new year drifts out of the cold wet and springs into its more active stage, the potential for more well-defined
observations and records lies ahead. Hopefully, the crop of sightings this year will continue to improve – ever the optimist!
Dave Lewis

‘In the footsteps of Mr. Micawber’? Intriguing! I was initially pretty sure that I was on Dave’s wavelength when
he suggested the title, but just had to check him out on Wikipedia first, (Mr. Micawber, not Dave, haha!) to make
sure.

“Wilkins Micawber is a fictional character from Charles Dickens's 1850 novel,

David Copperfield.
Micawber is known for asserting his faith that ‘something will turn up’. His name has become synonymous with
someone who lives in hopeful expectation. ”
Micawber artwork by Frank Reynolds, 1910- Wikipedia Commons
So there you are! A perfect mindset for the wildlife watcher and trail camera user! Thanks for your article, Dave!
Ric

Camera-trapping the school grounds!

by Mrs Julie Rowlandson
and the children of Whitchurch CE Infant and Nursery school

During January and February 2016, pupils in Key Stage 1 at Whitchurch CE Infant and Nursery school have been
learning about mammals in cold climates and here in Whitchurch. As part of their science research, they found out
that we potentially have several native mammals on our school site. The children struggled to accept that there may
be any animals as they hadn’t seen them! Thanks to Shropshire Mammal Group, we used the mammal cameras to
record visitors to our forest site with great success. We had several different cats, lots of squirrels, blackbirds, robins,
a very fat pigeon; a fox and probably two hedgehogs which appeared to have quite distinct markings on the spines. As
a result of this project, the children have conducted exciting and engaging science investigations and produced some
wonderful reports. They are young children, so for me as their teacher, the biggest impact is the awe and wonder
element of finding out what's out there. It's about engaging kids with nature, though the curriculum work is important
too! We really appreciate the opportunity to bring science to life and encourage engagement with our local
environment.

The children said…
Brilliant!!!!
It was amazing
It was is awesome

I loved the pictures

We did an experiment in science and we
caught these

…and we saw at the beginning 2 cats, we
saw some squirrels, also a pigeon. Then
there were some other cats and some more
squirrels.

Best squirrel drawing…
by anyone… EVER!
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The Amazing Cam
We put the spy camera out
and some food and see
which cam attracted the
most mammals

Spring 2016
The teachers said...
...it gave us a real world outcome for an
investigation.
...it engaged parents in learning because the children
were so enthusiastic.
...it enabled us to carry out investigations that we
wouldn't normally be able to do.

A bird in forest school

...the children now believe that there are lots of
mammals using our forest school area.
...the children were so engaged with the
investigation that they produced some very good
quality conclusions.

This is at night, that’s why
it’s dark.

...involvement with the mammal group gave
opportunities for recording for a different
audience.
...it was so successful, that we've ordered our
own!

On the spy cam we caught
Mr Heath, it was very
shocking

Churches and bats

by Peta Marshall
Shropshire Mammal Group was contacted in January by the Vicar of
Quatford Church. The question was whether we could assist with providing
information about the potential for some alterations in the church to affect bats. I
was able to respond to this and provide a free service for the church. A quick site
visit, a short report and everyone was happy.

I was pleased to find the church warden has a positive attitude to bats as there
were plenty of signs of their presence in the building, droppings, fresh urine and
staining on the floor close to the chancel. I will be
visiting again in summer to work out the species and
population sizes. It was a pleasure to support the
church with my skills and knowledge, and as a reward they made a collection for the
Mammal Group to specifically be used for the Pine Marten project.
Herefordshire Mammal Group, which also includes numerous bat enthusiasts have been
attempting to survey all the churches in the Hereford Diocese. There are several aims for
this: more bat records, to assist churches with managing local bats, and ascertain where
Bat droppings and urine stains
there is most risk to bat populations. Shropshire Bat Group is joining in with this project
(many of our churches are in the Hereford Diocese) and Quatford Church will be on the list! Sometimes it is hard to
know which hat to wear, bat group or mammal group, but basically I don’t care– let’s get stuck in!
If you have contacts at a local church and/or would like to get involved in the Churches and Bats project please contact
me at petamarshall@gmail.com and I will pass your details on to the organisers.
Peta Marshall
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The long haired fallow deer of Mortimer Forest

Words & photos by Andrew Fusek Peters

In 1899, a Mr
Henry Gray
wrote in The
Fauna of
Shropshire of an
encounter with a
fallow buck in a
set of woods
comprising
Whitcliff, Hay Park and High Vinnals in what is now known as
Mortimer Forest. It surmised that this herd of “perfectly wild
fallow deer” had its origin in Ludford, which was originally a
deer park. This would chime with what is known about the
historic origins of the British fallow, first called ‘The Beasts of
the Forest’ and by law belonging to the king.
Fallow were
ornamental
and edible;
“The flesh of the Fallow deer is
held in higher esteem than that of
Stag or Roebuck”, hence their
reintroduction by Norman nobility
both for sport and status. Some
sources still claim that fallow is an
introduced species, brought over
in the first instance by the Romans
or Phoenicians, but fossils have
been found that show they were
here before the last ice age.
During the reign of Henry VIII, as
much as five percent of the
kingdom was employed in the
raising of deer and rabbits. Where
I grew up near Regent’s Park was one of those original parks. As shooting sports
became more popular and the fashion for fox hunting increased and with the
reduction in parks between WW1 and WW2 to develop food production, many deer
escaped to became part of the feral population.
The story now jumps to the 1950s when Head Ranger Gerald Springthorpe was
surveying wildlife in the area for the Forestry Commission. He was already wellversed in the deer he worked with on a daily basis, as is the current ranger Alan Reid. He understood that because
British fallow have an enclosed (and in-bred) park history, they also exhibit one of the widest coat-colour variations of
any wild mammal in the world. These variations generally show four types - Common, Menil, White and Black or
Melanistic. They are all Dama dama and not separate subspecies, though this is an attribution I will talk about later.
The reason for these variations is aptly described by Norma Chapman:
“Similar [colour] variations are familiar in many domestic animals from pet mice to cats and cattle; they are associated
with domestication and inbreeding, which favour and perpetuate mutations.” (Chapman & Chapman, 1975)
During Gerald’s survey, he saw something strange: hairy or what he described as ‘shaggy-coated’ fallow. At first, he
found them only in the areas of Deer Park and Haye Park, but then realized they were far more widely spread. The
first major count revealed 50 variants in the herd of 200. Shortly after, Gerald was involved with the new British Deer
Society. He gave a talk about long-haired fallow and presented a pelt to the audience. The assembled experts burst
into sarcastic peals of laughter, with the more cynical suggesting it was nothing more than a goat’s skin. OK, it’s not
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up there with the response that Darwin got from his Theory of Evolution, but
here was a ranger with years of experience describing what he saw. It was not
enough and an expedition was organized to obtain a sighting.
It was not a photographer who changed their minds, but the artist Diana Brown,
who sketched the results of that visit. Along with other corroborative sightings,
this convinced the powers that be that this unusual mammal, living in the heart
of the UK, had managed to go unrecorded right into the middle of the twentieth
century. Jim Taylor Page, General Secretary of the BDS, decided there should
be a name for this discovery: Dama dama springthorpei, which still pops up on
most internet searches, despite its inaccuracy.
So, what is a long haired fallow? There are papers that go into an indecent
amount of obscure detail about the differences between doe and buck, summer
and winter coats, first and second year etc. However a few characteristics help
to differentiate. A hirsute belly with wispy long hairs round the haunches,
extraordinarily long ear tufts, often buff-coloured, and a bovine, curly top knot
between the ears and sometimes as far down as the eyes. There is also a
marked difference in the antlers with the coronet often being outsized and sometimes with three forward tines
instead of two.
All that is what you can read in journals, papers and on
the net. But the seeing is the thing. I was lucky
enough to be taken into one of the Mortimer rutting
sites in October 2015 with ranger Alan Reid. In our two
trips, I learned far more about these fantastic
mammals. The breeze was enemy or friend depending
on direction and sensitive noses. Clothes (our own coat
variation!) could make or break invisibility. This was
stalking with the intention to frame, not shoot. I was
given permission to keep going into the site and was
fortunate to witness the joys of parallel walking and a
rather wonderful one-antlered regular buck deep in a
thicket.
Deer are intelligent, able to melt into the trees like
sugar into coffee. Several times I went in and they
trotted off in a huff, returning to continue their business after I was gone. On my final visit, I had chosen a good spot
where the wind blew fair. Out of the darkness of the woods, a young long-haired fallow buck (a pricket as evidenced
by the single spike on the antlers) came into the glade in front of me to feed and then, incredibly, to sleep. I was so
moved, I nearly forgot to take pictures. I could see the characteristics I’d studied – the tufts flowing like white water
from the ears, the knobbly extrusions on the antler. When he got up and walked off, I could see the hirsute belly
which marked him as 100 percent long haired. Then a bigger, older buck came into view. I have had discussion with
Alan about this buck, (they do breed with the other varieties and you can see this is a melanistic with a lovely smooth
black coat). However, once again you can see the curly top knot and ear tufts. The studies conclude that older bucks
don’t have so much long body hair, so this is also at least a 70% long-haired fallow buck mixed with melanistic.
A wonderful day, for a deer that only exists in Shropshire and nowhere else in the world. And as for sub-species, well,
this is now known to be fanciful. The long haired fallow is, like all the other coat-variations, Dama dama. But to my
mind, it should be utterly celebrated as a unique genetic wonder of the Shropshire
countryside.
Andrew Fusek Peters is a nature

Sources
The Fauna of Shropshire; Terry & Compay, 1899
Age & seasonal coat changes in long haired & normal fallow deer;
Johnson & Hornby, 1980
Long haired fallow deer at Mortimer Forest; G Springthorpe, 1969
Long-Coated fallow deer; G Springthorpe, 1980

writer and wildlife photographer.

Wilderland, Wildlife & Wonder
from the Shropshire Borders is
published by Fairacre Press on
22 April 2016 at £24.95.
ISBN 9781911048039.
www.andrewfusekpeters.com
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Mammal encounter stories by various authors

New Year’s otter!

Words & photos by Tim Preston

The first of January 2016; the year had started pretty much the same way the last one had ended. It was
dull, grey and overcast with the threat of rain hanging in the air. I had resigned myself to another day sat on
the sofa pining for a little brighter weather so I could get out again with my camera.
It was about half past 10, sat watching Jeremy Kyle or some or similar tosh on the tele, when my wife suggested a
walk. "Attingham Park?" Angela wanted to get out in the fresh air. Within a few minutes we were in the car making
the short trip down the old A5. In the back of the car was Lewis our 5 year old son (who is also a wildlife nut) and my
camera just in case we saw the deer.
The car park was full and the entrance more resembled a theme park than a National Trust property, people
everywhere. As well as the dull skies there was a biting wind too, it was cold. We made our way through the entrance
and round the back of the house, Lewis was leading the way. He spotted a grey squirrel scratching through the fallen
leaf litter ahead of us. He tried to creep up on it but it shot up one of the nearby trees.
We rounded the back of the house and caught glimpse of the river, it was in flood. The water was murky brown and it
moved slowly but purposefully through the grounds. We walked down the grassy bank which was sodden underfoot, it
was like walking on a giant sponge. I looked across to my left towards the Deer Park past the big cedars hoping to see
the deer in the distance, just one buck stood on its own forming a silhouette against the featureless sky. I was a little
excited, I hadn't actually seen them in the park before.
I briefly scanned the river wondering if the bridge would be passable. What was that? I said to Angela, "What was
what?" Came the response. "I think there's an otter in the river."
We stood, and waited, there it was, it was an
otter! Its head briefly popped up again ahead
of a trail of bubbles. It floated briefly on the
current and then it was gone again into the
murky brown. A few seconds later it was
there again, chewing on something as it
swam back upstream for a few yards before
diving again. By this time we were all stood
right on the river bank. The otter repeated
its actions a few times getting nearer and
nearer to us all of the time. Suddenly I wasn't cold anymore, my eyes were
transfixed on the river. Our staring, pointing and my taking of photographs
had bought another family from behind the Ice House to see what we were
doing. They had never seen one before and they were mesmerised.
The otter had disappeared, I thought my tremendous good fortune had been
short lived.
We were just about to walk away when Angela spotted it on the bank
leading to the bridge. It stood looking at us, completely un-phased by
our presence. No more than 30 feet in front of us. It was, again,
chewing on something. It looked like a pebble but I couldn't be sure. It
slid graciously back into the water which was moving faster now as it
channelled under the bridge. We quickly followed over the bridge and
waited for it to reappear the other side.
Lewis was excited, he was disappointed not to have seen the Shrewsbury
otter when it was there, this was an unexpected surprise for him, and me
too! "It looks like a water dog Dad" was his observation.
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We stood scanning the flooded river on the other side of the
bridge waiting for the otter to reappear. There it was again! It
swam in front of us just slightly to our left. It then boldly climbed
out onto a fallen tree just feet in front of us. It looked straight
down my lens for a few seconds before almost rolling off the
mossy fallen tree back into the water. We stood looking, this
time we didn't see it reappear. Gone..........
What a special moment to share with my family on New Year’s
Day. A cold, dull, overcast day was suddenly made somewhat
brighter by this encounter with wildlife. What else has 2016 got
in store for me if this is Day One?
Tim Preston

Can’t beat a bit of
Facebook banter to
encourage prompt
submissions to the
Newsletter… and
within a day or two
the Shroppy Star
had picked up Tim’s
story…
…and weeks later they are still using
Tim’s photo – sadly, uncredited nowas a library image for otters
everywhere. …”@Shropshriestar…”
indeed! Pah! Get a proofreader!

Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter

Close encounters of the fox kind

Issue 26

Spring 2016
Words & Photos by Tris Pearce
After a while not getting
out photographing wildlife,
I decided to go for a walk
with the camera to an area where
brown hare are known to me,
attempting to photograph hares is
often tricky, so dressed in full
camouflage and camera ready I
went out.
Pausing to stop for the odd bird
photo, I had not seen hares all
day. When I approached a
gateway, I noticed an orange lump
in the field, immediately I knew it
was a resting fox, the black tips to
the ears were very prominent. It
was a spring day and the sun on
occasion popped out and as you
may know foxes like a bit of
sunbathing.

So with the wind in my favour, I
decided to do what the fox does, that is to stalk. I made my
way very slowly along the hedge and paused on occasion for some photos, getting closer to
the fox, I noticed another lying some 10 metres away in the longer grass! Excellent, I thought, two subjects! As any
wildlife photographer knows choosing which one to follow is a dilemma. A few minutes passed with me trying to get
closer as they rested. To my amazement a third fox (a big dog fox) came trotting over to them from the corner of the
field, so my subject was chosen. I followed him walking along the tree line, as he searched out for food. Once he had
disappeared my focus returned to the two resting foxes, by now one was fast asleep. Not knowing whether to stick to
still photos or get my camcorder out to capture some video, I juggled with both.
As I expected there was a certain distance they would let
me get to before they both disappeared, they gave me
some nice shots and I made my way off in the other
direction, so as not to harass them. Later on that day I
walked back into the field and guess what they were back!
How lovely.
However, I still did not see a hare that day! Sometimes
you need a bit of luck and be in the right place at the right
time.
I am running a fox and mammal tracking day in April for
SMG members (see below) and with a bit of luck like this,
we may see/stalk some.

Identifying animal tracks and other mammal tracking skills with Tris Pearce
When? Sunday 3rd April 2016, 10am
Where? Melverley Green Village Hall Car Park, Nr Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8PH Grid ref: SJ 33041 17666
Description: Learn about * Paw prints * Scats * Tracking * Direct register trot * Side trot
Identifying animal tracks and signs can open up an unseen world, a window into the lives of shy and elusive animals. Tracks, scat,
feeding signs, beds, scent marking, trails and other types of animal sign point to which animals passed by, what they did, where they
went, and much more. With a focus on tracking the red fox in the Shropshire countryside, for beginner or more experienced tracker.
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Review Section

Spring- An anthology for the changing seasons Reviewed by Kate Long
Spring is one of those books that is gorgeous inside and out. Even the cream dustjacket is highlighted here and
there with flashing metallic detail, a touch that seems to me to capture a sense of the season itself - that time of
surprises and sudden brightness.
Editor Melissa Harrison has assembled a collection of writings that take us through the
unfolding of the season, month by month. We sweep across the British Isles, covering a range
of habitats and sightings. George Orwell talks to us about toads, Edward Thomas about
cuckoos. Caroline Grenville describes the magic of sharing a badger cub sighting with her
young daughter. In one of my favourite pieces, Miriam Darlington takes us on a walk to see
otters and we hear their whistling and the lapping of the silvery water as it breaks over their
fur. Some sections are less lyrical and more pragmatic: Jo Cartmell delights in precisely
describing water vole droppings, and in my own chapter on hedgehogs you’ll find a mention of
“small, neat, inoffensive chipolatas” as I urge readers to look in their own gardens for hog
scat.
The collection is diverse – we move from Geoffrey Chaucer to Alison Uttley, from Charlotte
Bronte to Stephen Moss. But what all these writers share is their absolute joy in the return of
spring and the awakening of nature, the relief as the familiar landscapes bloom once more.
It’s about as uplifting a read as any you’ll find; a genuine celebration, a sharing of wonder. If
a book could take you by the hand, this one would.
Published in conjunction with the Wildlife Trusts, Spring will help raise funds for nature around the UK.
Price: £12.99
Publisher: Elliott & Thompson Ltd ISBN: 9781783962235

George Orwell as a nature writer, eh? Who would have thought that! But it is great to read Kate’s recommendations of various pieces in the
book. Many of these authors can be found on Twitter; the book’s editor Melissa Harrison is @M_Z_Harrison; Dr Miriam Darlington tweets as
@MimDarling; Jo Cartmell is @WaterVole; I think I’ve found Stephen Moss as @StephenMoss_TV; and not forgetting our own Kate tweeting
as @volewriter. All of these, and no doubt more, are well worth following and there are even numerous Geoffrey Chaucer and George Orwell
related Twitter accounts, though it’s unlikely that any of those accounts have been personally endorsed by the authors themselves.
Ric

Polecats by Johnny Birks

Reviewed by Stuart Edmunds

Like so many of its cousins, including pine martens, the polecat was persecuted to the point of extinction in
England. But thanks to the spread of polecats from Wales, and conservation efforts, the polecat has begun a
recovery across its former haunts. Numbers of polecats in Shropshire have increased dramatically in recent times.
Johnny Birks has led the way in polecat ecology and monitoring and his achievements are now highlighted
in his latest book, which demonstrates an unmatched understanding of these mustelids. Polecats also acts
as an essential guide to a carnivore that has long been misunderstood, examining their behaviour, the
challenges involved in studying them and the differences between polecats and ferrets. It came as quite
a surprise to me how hard it actually is to determine whether you have seen a pure wild polecat or not.
Generally, the most reliable way previously was to look at the extent of the black face band of the
mammal in question; a band extending to the end of the nose was previously enough information for us
to decide on pure polecat. So it was interesting to read that DNA tests of many roadkill polecats have
proven otherwise! The only way to obtain an accurate polecat record is to send a tissue sample off for
analysis and Vincent Wildlife Trust can offer further advice on this.
With such a passion for polecats, Johnny ensures that anyone who reads this book will be left with a keen interest in
polecats themselves and a new understanding of their importance in keeping a balanced ecology. This book is well
worth a read by anyone interested in mammalogy.
Stuart Edmunds
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Hedgehogs by Pat Morris and Otters by Paul Chanin
Reviewed by Ric Morris
Stuart’s excellent review of a book which I received for Christmas (above) has inspired me to also offer a few
words about the other two British Natural History Collection titles which I own, Hedgehogs and Otters, written by two
highly respected Mammal Society legends, Pat Morris and Paul Chanin.
It is marvellous to see that the publisher Whittet Books is committed to updating older titles
such as both of these; not only that, but they have commissioned brand new treatments such
as Polecats (previous page), which perhaps had its genesis in Paddy Sleeman’s more general
1989 predecessor title Stoats & Weasels, Martens & Polecats. The choice of authors for the
new books cannot be faulted (in most cases they’re the same as those of the previous
editions), and while the range of the titles may be setting itself up to compete in a modest
way with Harper Collins’s peerless New Naturalist series (and in particular the single-species
New Naturalist Monographs that they used to publish), in my opinion the text of the Whittet
books is much more up to date and accessible to general readers, with plenty of references
to new fieldwork studies.
Both books (as well as Polecats) are illustrated in the main with pen and ink pictures throughout the
text, with many of the illustrations taking a rather anthropomorphic cartoon form. This artwork is supplemented by a
selection of good quality colour photographs in the centre of each book. Pat Morris has taken all the hedgehog images
while the otter photos are by renowned wildlife cameraman Laurie Campbell (Richard Bowler has supplied the fine
images for Polecats).
It’s interesting to contrast the fortunes of these two species in particular; since the earlier Whittet
editions were published (Hedgehogs in 1983, The New Hedgehog Book in 2010 and Otters in 1993) the
UK distribution of otters has seen a very significant expansion while the hedgehog population
has gone into freefall, although of course, a wide distribution of a species doesn’t necessarily
equate to high population levels throughout that range and vice versa. (On a personal note
I am always surprised when talking wildlife with the general public, that most
people still perceive an otter to be very much more rare than the hedgehog). Dr
Chanin includes two comparison distribution maps in the Otters book, from 197779 and 2009-10, the former showing severe scarcities throughout England while
the latter shows that the only area deemed to be entirely free of otters is the
bottom right hand corner of England- roughly speaking, Surrey and Kent.
Some of the topics the authors seek to address are intriguing and innovative. For instance, Dr
Morris looks closely at the hedgehog’s best tactics when faced with possible death as a road casualty. He considers the
relative merits of running away along the direction of the vehicle’s travel; running diagonally across its path; at right
angles; or staying still, and the likelihood of being hit by a wheel in each instance. Of course a hedgehog cannot
knowingly calculate the possibilities of each of these scenarios, but it does perhaps give insight to the motorist who,
one hopes, might want to know how best to avoid the animals! Another interesting feature for me was a few pages
given to consideration of the hedgehog problem on the Uist islands of the Outer Hebrides (see SMGN24). Similarly, Dr
Chanin spends several pages considering the interaction of otters and mink (an issue addressed some years ago by
SMG’s Whitchurch Carnivore Survey, headed by Gareth Parry), and also reviews the treatment of otters in literature,
with special mention of a personal favourite writer of mine, Gavin Maxwell, whose famous Ring of Bright Water otters
were ironically, not European otters (Lutra lutra) at all!
My only criticism of these wonderful species monographs may seem a trivial one- it’s those cutesey cartoons which
appear regularly throughout the text. As loyal readers of the SMG Newsletter well know, I am as fond of flippancy and
humour as anyone, but I feel the cartoon illustrations are way too numerous and their anthropomorphic style is much
more suited to a children’s book. Their inclusion in the earlier editions was, frankly, a bit naff, so I admit I am rather
disappointed to find they are reappearing in the revised titles.
Otters, Hedgehogs and Polecats are all published in the British Natural History Collection series by Whittet Books.
RRP £14.99. Other titles currently available are Owls by Chris Mead and Moles by Rob Atkinson.
ISBN numbers 9781873580844 (Otters); 97818735809005 (Hedgehogs); and 9781873580961 (Polecats).
Ric Morris
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Corporate members of Shropshire Mammal Group

by Malcolm Monie, Membership Secretary

Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support .

Pearce Environment Ltd
Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project
Shropshire Wildlife Trust - Ellesmere Branch
Ricoh Ltd
Keith Roberts and Son, Lower Wallop Farm
Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme / Nature Improvement Area
The British Hedgehog Preservation Society
CJ Wildlife

Malcolm Monie

The Mammal Society 62nd Spring conference & AGM

Friday 8th – Sunday 10th April 2016

1.
2.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Friday 8th:
Mammal Photographer of the Year: Exhibition and prize giving, featuring Kate MaCrae, (aka WildlifeKate).
Cranbrook Memorial Lecture: Sticking to the evidence: poo traps, politics & the mammal researcher-Jonathan Reynolds.
I thought it might be helpful
Saturday 9th:
to publish a brief overview of
Introduction and conference opening. Fiona Mathews, Mammal Society Chair.
the talks & presentations
National Biodiversity Network; building a partnership for nature.
due to be delivered at the
Ella Vogel/Rachel A Stroud, National Biodiversity Network.
Mammal Society Conference.
A systematic approach to update the distribution and abundance of terrestrial mammals in Great Britain.
The full online programme
Simon Croft, Animals and Plant Health Agency.
featuring all time slots and
Lessons learnt from the Derbyshire Mammal Atlas.
session breaks is here, and a
Debbie Alston, Derbyshire Mammal Group. * Poster on this subject also on display.
booklet of all the
Science, disease or devotion: understanding the drivers of bat behaviour.
presentation abstracts can
Simon Mordue, Newcastle. * Poster on this subject also on display.
be downloaded here.
Providing reference ranges for bat activity to improve planning decisions; a tool for ecological consultants,
planners, and local authorities.
Paul R. Lintott, Exeter University. * Poster on this subject also on display.
The role of genetic research in informing conservation management of water voles (Arvicola amphibius) in S.E. England.
Rowenna J Baker, Brighton University. * Poster on this subject also on display.
The untamed shrew: origins, impacts and evolution of the invading greater white-toothed shrew in Ireland.
Allan D McDevitt, Salford University.
Invasion ecology: quantifying the impact of non-native European hares on the endemic Irish hare.
Anthony Caravaggi, Queens Belfast.
The impact of invasive species control on a declining mammal, the red squirrel.
Deborah Brady, Newcastle University.
Investigating the effect of a new lighting system on the activity of bat species on Southampton common.
Agatha Thompson, Southampton City Council. * Poster on this subject also on display.
A tale in the landscape: Combining citizen science and population genetics to investigate the effects of habitat fragmentation on the
harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) in a lowland river corridor.
James T Jones, Surrey Wildlife Trust. * Poster on this subject also on display.
Discovering Shropshire's pine martens.
Stuart Edmunds, Shropshire Wildlife Trust. * Poster on this subject also on display.
Further developments on the post-release survival and dispersal of rehabilitated juvenile Eurasian badgers (Meles meles).
Adam Grogan, RSPCA.
Investigation the disease dynamics of squirrel pox.
Aileen Mill, Newcastle University.
The impact of rabbit heamorrhagic disease virus (RHDV) on rabbit populations.
Brian Boag, JHI.
The avoidance of farmyards by European badgers (Meles meles) in a medium density population.
Enda Mullen, National Parks and Wildlife Service, Ireland.
The status and distribution of small mammals on Jersey, Channel Islands.
Denise McGowan, Natural Solutions and QMC.
AGM in Knighton Suite for all Mammal Society members.
Local Groups forum.
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Wind turbines and bats in the UK.
Fiona Mathews, University of Exeter
Comparing like with like: Why it is important to classify European badger population density consistently.
Aoibheann Gaughran, Trinity, Dublin
Neighbouring-group composition and within-group relatedness drive extra-group paternity rate in the European badger (Meles meles).
Geeta Annavi, Oxford University
Use of non-invasive genotyping and spatial mark-recapture to monitor European pine martens in forested landscapes.
Laura Kubasiewicz, Stirling University
The history of brown bears in Britain; current knowledge and future directions.
Hannah O’Regan, University of Nottingham
Plotting the path of the polecat (Mustela putorius): Using citizen science to monitor a recovering species.
Lizzie Croose, Vincent Wildlife Trust
Modelling the re-colonisation of beavers in Scotland.
Mark Shirley, Newcastle University
Preliminary results of the status of wildcat six priority areas in Scotland.
Roo Campbell, Scottish Natural Heritage
Prize giving and close of main conference.
Workshops:
New techniques in mammalogy: Citizen science camera trap monitoring of wild mammals.
Pen-Yuan Hsing, Durham University
A portable CCTV system for monitoring bats in woodland.
Susan Young
Consultant ecologists: Mitigation guidance for water voles
Mike Dean
Surveying and monitoring for bats, particularly at wind farms
Fiona Mathews and Paul Lintott.
Posters:
Novel rapid genetic tests for non-invasive identification of bat species of Ireland and Great Britain.
Andrew Harrington, Waterford Institute of Technology
An investigation into the suitability of different types of nest boxes for future reintroductions of hazel dormouse (Muscardinus
avellanarius) in Warwickshire.
Clare B Longstaff, University of Derby
In search of mice: The distribution and habitat of the harvest mouse (Micromys minutus) in Warwickshire.
Deborah Wright, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Optimal foraging of European badgers (Meles meles).
Kiani Perera, Glyndwr University
High-resolution spatial monitoring of bats using call interferometry.
David Wallis and Amy Fensome, University of Exeter
Lesser horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros) nursery roosts and hibernacula can be identified by ultrasound social calls.
Maggie Andrews, Liverpool John Moores University
Reproductive biology including evidence for superfetation in the European badger (Meles meles, Carnivora: Mustelidae).
Nicola M Marples, Dublin
Investigating vocalisation patterns and estimating fox (Vulpes vulpes) densities around the city of Brighton and Hove using sound
recording.
Piotr Gustaw Szota, University of Sussex
…Plus additional posters on Saturday’s presentation topics, as itemized on previous page.
Prices:
Full weekend package- Mammal Society members £250/Non-members £295**
Restricted weekend package- Members £210/Non-members £260
Day delegate- Members £80/Non-members £110
Gala dinner-£35
**Please contact Jackie at the Mammal Society for more details on 0203 800 10984 or email training@themammalsociety.org.
Discovering Shropshire’s pine martens: Stuart Edmunds
Shropshire Wildlife Trust, 193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6AH e-mail: stuarte@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
In July 2015, two pine martens Martes martes were discovered living in deciduous woodland in South Shropshire. An initial photograph
was taken and the pine martens subsequently appeared on camera traps on a regular basis. This was the first time that pine martens
had appeared over a number of occasions in the county for over 100 years. It is widely assumed that the martens have been illegally
translocated from Scotland. Local anecdotal evidence however suggests that the pine martens have been present in the woodland for
over 30 years, which could suggest that this is a remnant population of the presumed extinct Welsh/English pine marten. The Shropshire
Pine Marten Project now aims to determine the origin of these wonderful arboreal members with a variety of methods, old and new,
which will be highlighted in this lecture along with the evidence found so far.
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Diary dates for forthcoming events

Spring 2016
from Paul Roberts, Events Co-ordinator
& the rest of the SMG Committee

Confessions of a teenage skull collector
Cecil Morris

When? Tuesday 29th March 2016, 7.30 for 8pm.
Where? Bishop’s Castle Town Hall SY11 1LF. £3.50 in advance or on the door.
Description: Ric Morris offers advice on the study of mammal and bird bones with a few tall tales from his
embarrassing teenage years, to include the Trafalgar Square Pigeon Incident and the true story of Shergar’s skull.

Scat hunt: Black Hill
When? Saturday 2nd April, 10:30am – 11:30am
There’s one!
Where? Black Hill, Clun (map)
Description: A second search for pine marten scat at the woodland in the general area of the site
where martens have appeared on camera traps during the autumn. Sniffing optional.
Email stuartedmunds@rocketmail.com to express an interest.

www.bushcraftuk.com

Identifying animal tracks and other mammal tracking skills with Tris Pearce
When? Sunday 3rd April 2016, 10am
Where? Melverley Green Village Hall Car Park, Nr Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8PH. Grid ref: SJ 33041 17666
Description: Learn about * Paw prints * Scats * Tracking * Direct register trot * Side trot
Identifying animal tracks and signs can open up an unseen world, a window into the lives of shy and elusive
animals. Tracks, scat, feeding signs, beds, scent marking, trails and other types of animal sign point to which
animals passed by, what they did, where they went, and much more. With a focus on tracking the red fox in the Shropshire
countryside, for beginner or more experienced tracker.

The Mammal Society's 62nd Spring conference & AGM
When? Friday April 8th to Sunday April 10th 2016 Where? Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre, Staffs ST15 0NL.
Description: See page 15 for details of this exciting conference or visit www.mammal.org.uk

Confessions of a teenage skull collector
(Teme Valley Wildlife Group. Everybody welcome to indoor meetings. £2 on the door. Membership optional, £2 p.a.)
When? Thursday 14th April 2016, 7.30 pm start.
Where? Rochford Village Hall WR15 8SW Grid Ref: SO 6338 6770. Description: @Skull_Bloke again. As above.

Natural Science Collections Association conference & AGM
£100 2 day member’s ticket; £120 non-members. Single days-£60 members; £70 non-members. £20 p.a. to join
NatSCA.

When? Thursday April 21st– Friday April 22nd 2016. Ric Morris & Ben Garrod speaking on Thursday.
Where? Silk Mill and Derby Museum & Art Gallery, The Strand, Derby DE1 1BS
Description: Ric Morris speaks about his forthcoming bones ID guidebook & the important support of the reference
collections in natural history museums.

Small mammal survey
When? Saturday April 23rd, 9:30am – 12:30pm
Where? Lodge Hill, Longnor (map)
Description: A small mammal survey to determine the small mammal population of a commercial plantation.
Email stuartedmunds@rocketmail.com for details.

Pine marten diaries

Camera trapping training and checks

It’s not
that kind
of survey
Stu…

Dave Pearce

(SWT Market Drayton branch event open to non-SWT-members)
When? Wednesday 18th May 2016, time TBC
Where? Market Drayton- location TBC. Small entrance fee, all welcome.
Description: Stuart Edmunds talks about his favourite round-eared carnivore.

When? Saturday May 21st, 10am – 1pm
Where? Presthope, Wenlock Edge (map)
Description: A growing number of people are buying camera traps for themselves. Stuart will lead a walk to collect
previously deployed cameras to show how they were placed and how to make best use of this essential pieces of equipment.
Email stuartedmunds@rocketmail.com

And finally…
So many events in the pipeline that I’ve almost run out of room on the page! Keep an eye on our website or Facebook pages
for short-notice events; many thanks to all posters of Facebook and Twitter banter whose snippets I’ve pinched, and most
importantly the contributors of proper articles to another fantastic issue, especially Tim Preston who was really quick off the
mark with his otter article and photos. Respect! Have a great mammaliferous spring, everyone!
Ric
Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammalgroup/
We’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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