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…to Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter 31! 
 
Summer’s here in a big way as I write this, with June 21st being the hottest 
June day recorded since 1976 - Scorchio!  That year aside, a four or five day 
heatwave in the UK generally means that the weather is about to break, so 
we may have a mixed Midsummer weekend ahead, which will perhaps give 
many of our overheated wild mammals some relief.  The BBC website informs 
us that the weather beyond about a week ahead stretches even the most 
experienced weather forecaster (which is certainly not me), so I am making 
no further Michael Fish-like predictions  (Google him, younger readers!) 
 
There was great feedback for the last issue of the Newsletter from the SMG 
Committee and our members, so it was with some excitement that I began 
putting together SMGN31; could I maintain that quality?  Dave Lewis of Clun 
is consistently becoming the fastest contributor to respond to any plea for 
Newsletter material (Respect! - and thanks!)  I’m always pleased to publish 
his pieces featuring his knockout focus stacking photographs.  In fact with the 
exception of a few Facebook and Twitter screen grabs and a dubious Defra 
letter, would you believe we have no new authors this time (aww!) although 
our other regulars Robin Bennett, Andrew Fusek Peters, Louise Wilson, Sam 
Devine-Turner, Andrew Barrett and Stuart Edmunds all make very welcome 
returns and have risen to the challenge with extended pieces and some super 
photography. 
 
We have a huge reports and review section in this issue, covering the 
inevitable bones nonsense from myself, some great dormouse habitat work 
from Sam D-T, an excellent piece on the sixth Mammal Society Student 
Workshop by Andrew Barrett (much of that content is due to appear later in 
Mammal News, so remember where you read it first!) impressions of a highly 
recommended day course with Derbyshire Mammal Group’s Debbie Alston and 
her bag of small dead things, and finally my own thoughts on a new mammal 
handbook (and an older one), both of which are well worth your investment.  
And what’s more, over the summer months we can look forward to a HUGE 
number of exciting SMG events and other mammal related activities which 
have been compiled and previewed by Sam D-T, our enthusiastic and very 
busy Events Coordinator! 
Look out for your next SMG Newsletter in your mailbox in late September. 
(Contributions needed / Don’t hold back / Get scribing!)  Have a great 
summer! 

Ric Morris   ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk 
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Special extended reports and reviews issue! 

Andrew Fusek Peters, SMG’s very own master of the poem 

and pixel has published Upland - another breathtaking book 

about the local landscape; specifically the Stiperstones and 

Long Mynd.  Beyond sheep, ponies, a hare and a deer, there 

is little mammal content in so I have not given it a full 

Newsletter review (sorry Andy!)  However there are birds 

aplenty, invertebrates, landscape photographs like no other 

you’ve seen; and finally some truly lovely nature writing.  

Well worth a purchase.   (www.graffeg.com  £20) 

 

Also warmly recommended is Andy’s brand-  

new guide to Carding Mill Valley and the 

Long Mynd, published by the National Trust. 

He has written the text and taken the 

majority of the photographs.  Again, no 

mammals, but this is another essential 

purchase if you love the Long Mynd’s landscape and history. 

                              (www.nationaltrust.org.uk   £4.99) 

The usual disclaimer applies- the opinions 

expressed in the SMG Newsletter are those of 

the individual contributors, not necessarily the 

views of the SMG, unless stated to be so. 
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Battle of the squirrels 

A national effort is currently being made to control grey squirrels in a bid to see the return of our native red to 
the landscape.  The demise of the red squirrel can be attributed almost completely to the introduction of the north 

American grey, which has run rampant across the British countryside.  Being an immune 

carrier of squirrel pox, greys have passed the virus onto reds and the virus quickly 
spreads through local populations, sadly killing the smaller red.  The grey is also a 

dominant species in the shared ecosystem and a direct competitor for food.  In short, 

it is nigh on impossible for both species to share habitat.  The only way to guarantee a 
return of red squirrels is to eradicate the greys; a highly contentious issue in the world 

of conservation. 

 

The nationwide scheme announced this year has the 
backing of several conservation groups, including the 

Wildlife Trusts, to control greys through shooting.  

However, there is an argument that this is in no way 
humane and many wildlife enthusiasts hate to hear that 

grey squirrels will be getting shot.  Another option is for 

greys to be sterilized and funding is now being sought to 
run out an England-wide project for greys to receive the 

squirrel equivalent of the contraceptive pill to control 

breeding.  Red squirrels have been extinct in Shropshire for 
at least 40 years and it would be an incredible achievement 

to see their return to the county’s woodlands.  The occasional record of 

red squirrels does come in - including one in May - but these are usually proven to be grey squirrels 
with a red tinge to their coats.  But one day, one of those records 

may prove to be a red squirrel and I hope I am around to see their return! 

 

I haven’t mentioned the Shropshire pine martens as yet.  As many of us will have 
read, research in Ireland suggests that where pine marten populations improve, there 

is a clear decline of grey squirrels and reds quickly move to fill in the void that the 

greys leave.  Red squirrels, being lighter and more agile than their grey cousins have 
adapted over millennia to avoid the jaws of a hungry pine marten, whereas greys 

are slower and unable to out-run the marten.  At the time of writing, there appears 

to be no impact on grey squirrel numbers in Shropshire where there are pine 
martens present.  It is possible that because other food is abundant in south 

Shropshire (see image of marten with mouse), there is no need for them to waste 

energy hunting grey squirrels.  So, although I would love to be 
able to state conclusively that pine martens will cause the demise 

of the grey squirrel, it is just too early to say.  Watch this space 

for updates! 

 
Camera trapping in early summer 

May tends to be a particularly quiet time for collecting records of 

badgers, foxes and other mustelids on camera traps. Most 
females will be rearing young and will avoid venturing too far 

from their dens, leaving their young susceptible to predation.  

The lack of camera trap footage backs up this view too; for the 
second month running, I have had more clips of pine martens on 

camera trap than I have foxes!  The pine marten recorded is an 

adult male and it is likely that he is patrolling his huge territory 
when he passes by one of my cameras. 

Notes from the Chair                                                    by Stuart Edmunds, SMG Chair 

 

Both squirrel pics by Ric 

Trailcam framegrabs by Stu.  

Note that the mouse’s eye is 
still reflecting the infra-red 

light of the camera! 

At time of writing it will still be possible to view this year’s Springwatch programmes on BBC iPlayer; 

there are some excellent short features on a family of pine martens living in the loft of someone’s 
workshop in Scotland, and the NT Sherborne Estate stoats are well worth viewing too   [Ric] 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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In comparison, ungulate activity has increased greatly in the last few weeks and my cameras are picking up large 

numbers of roe deer, usually females with fawns in tow.  Below are some snapshots of the best roe clips I have recently 
recorded since April, which interestingly shows individuals in mid-moult.  At one point, it appeared that the distinctive 

Mortimer Forest long hair fallow deer had crossed with a roe deer, given 

the length of the roe’s fur.  That would be another first for the county 
[and for genetic science!]  There have also been lots of recordings of 

young roe deer and muntjac roaming around nibbling on ferns, which 

they appear to prefer to the bilberry. 
Stuart Edmunds 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support. 

 
Pearce Environment Ltd Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust - Ellesmere Branch The British Hedgehog Preservation Society 

Keith Roberts and Son, Lower Wallop Farm Field Studies Council, Preston Montford 

Meres and Mosses Landscape Partnership Scheme / Nature Improvement Area 

 
As of the date of our last committee meeting on June 12th we have 140 members with 12 juniors.  We have also welcomed 

nine new members since mid-April.  We hope you all enjoy your membership and the chance to get involved with our 

activities. 
Malcom Monie 

  

Corporate members of Shropshire Mammal Group 
by Malcolm Monie,  SMG Membership Secretary & Treasurer 

The unusually shaggy roe deer, unfortunately not 

caught on its best side.  All framegrabs by Stu 

A roe buck investigates a bait station, which 
interestingly was baited with chicken. 

 

Lots of antler scratching activity on camera 

 

A young doe exploring the woodlands of Shropshire 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.pearce-environment.co.uk/
http://www.whitchurchwatervoles.co.uk/index.php/en/
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/about-us/local-branches
http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
http://www.lowerwallop.co.uk/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/centres/prestonmontford.aspx
http://www.themeresandmosses.co.uk/
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Having had several villagers looking quizzically at me when I’ve asked for mammal observations, sightings, 

or road kills, I guess it’s easy to become a bit disconnected with ‘the norm’ – not least when they get asked 

for the body or where it is so I can go and see it.  Collecting body bits for specimens is a little out on a limb. 
 

Earlier in the year my understanding local friend brought an intact mole to me – followed 

a few weeks later by a polecat.  This road-kill was tremendously unfortunate for the 

female polecat but a bonus bag of bones for me.  I set about the usual task of prepping 
her and in early March put the carcass in the ground for cleaning by the crawlies and at 

the beginning of May extracted the skeleton, cleaned and washed and transferred to a 

bath of hydrogen peroxide for a further clean-up. 
 

In the process of transferring the skeleton, it inevitably got further and further mixed 

and jumbled so that by the time I started drying it out, it was a 3D jigsaw.  I tackled 
the easy bits first; skull, jaws, legs and shoulders; and then the spine.  I thought this 

latter would prove to be the easier stage, but alas it took an age to arrange the 

vertebrae in order (threaded with twine) and keep them in place.  
 

I was taken by the sacrum at the very base of the spine, as it is essentially part of the 

pelvic girdle comprised of a set of fused vertebrae.  While I had it on the desk in front 

of me, it appeared to have a rather dragon-esque shape (right). 
 

And the same piece inverted had a 

more porcine shape (left). 
 

The thing that struck me 

whilst photographing the 
sundry bones was how 

apparently fibrous and 

granular they can be. I 
only managed a few 

photos before domestic issues intruded and the immediate project was 

shelved pending a better opportunity to do it better justice. 

 
A generous birthday 

bestowment of some 

camera traps allowed me to monitor a favourite area 
and the first deployment was, to me, a great 

success, with roe deer providing some excellent 

video footage and surprisingly good stills (right). 
 

The camera traps have pretty much all the same 

appearance – but reading the specs gives an 

important clue as to what to expect.  You can never 
tell just by looking. 

 

Dave Lewis 
  

The way we look at things                                         Words & photos by Dave Lewis 

Sacrum of female polecat Mustela putorius; dorsal 

aspect of the bone viewed from the rear.  20 frame 
stack taken on Lumix GF2 with Apo-Symmar 150mm 

on a Nikon PB-5 bellows unit.  Single flash with 2x 

reflectors.  Photo © Dave Lewis 

Polecat sacrum; ventral aspect of 
the bone viewed from the rear. 
Photo © Dave Lewis 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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Checking my diary, I could see a meeting with a client in Manchester was due to finish by lunchtime so it gave 

me an idea - could I loop back to Shropshire via the High Peaks to see if I could see the Derbyshire population 
of mountain hares Lepus timidus in their winter whites?  An hour of intensive Googling later and the trip was 

planned with my Dad keen to join me on another one of our monthly wildlife photography mini-adventures.  A week or 

so later, with Dad waiting in the car with a newspaper, I rattled through my sales meeting and then we set off for 
Derbyshire's mini mountains. 

 

My interest in mountain hares goes back a long way.  The brown hares Lepus europaeus which can be found locally are 
just wonderful, probably my favourite mammal to photograph, but mountain hares with their stunning winter-white coats 

seem such exotic, semi-mystical creatures.  Able to withstand the harshest of UK conditions, their main population is in 

the Cairngorms and I'd caught glimpses of them on family trips to Scotland but had never managed to watch them for 

any length of time.  Perhaps the small population in Derbyshire would give me a better chance of a decent photo? 
 

Mountains hares in Derbyshire?  Really?! 

It doesn't seem likely, does it, that mountain 
hares have managed to keep a foothold so close to 

Shropshire.  They are, in fact, the only indigenous hare 

in the UK.  The brown hares were introduced by the 
Romans, probably, as a food source but mountain hares 

have been in the UK for more than 100,000 years.  

Bones from this era have been found in Devon and the 
Thames Valley.  The Derbyshire population was re-

introduced, as was the small population still present in 

the Isle of Man. 
 

The current Peak District population is estimated at 

somewhere between 1,500 and 5,000 individuals.  

Severe winters are their main threat although many are 
also killed on roads and foxes also predate them.  Hares 

mainly occupy heather and mixed moor but they will 

also use heathland.  They are rarely seen in bracken 
and areas dominated by purple moor grass are avoided 

entirely.  Heather moorland managed for red grouse suits them very well indeed. 

Walking the Stiperstones, I often wonder if they would 
thrive as a population there too, but attempts to re-

introduce them in other parts of the UK (including 

Snowdonia) have always failed.  So perhaps not! 
 

Where, when and how to see them 

I was hoping for the classic shot of the hares in their 

winter coats and certainly the contrast of the white 
against the green & brown hillsides was going to make 

them easier to spot (I hoped).  We went in early 

February and the timing worked out well. 
 

Arriving at Dove Stone car park (easily Googled) we 

started the tramp up the valley and towards the 
reservoir.  My research had suggested that sightings 

were possible from the path but a local photographer 

we bumped into as we started to walk up poured cold 
water on that idea.  "You'll never see them," he said.  

"I've been coming for years and never had even a 

glimpse".  Ouch. 
 

Derbyshire mountain hare adventures    Words and photos by Robin Bennett 

There’s one! 

Classic contrast 

G
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Undaunted (well, a bit daunted to be honest), we started to walk up with stonechats 

Saxicola torquata ticking off our progress up the path.  Staring into the hillside we 
stopped and stared at our first sighting - brilliant white, it stood out in amongst the 

brown vegetation and was unmistakably… a carrier bag.  Oops, it's a bit 

embarrassing to photograph a carrier bag on a hillside but at least it helped us to 
get our eye in. 

 

Probably 30 minutes of walking brought to 
us our first real sighting and it soon 

became clear that they would all be on our 

left.  With a cold wind blowing but a clear 

blue sky, the hares had gathered to 
warm themselves in the weak afternoon 

sun and each was hiding under the rocky 

outcrops but in clear light.  Ideal for 
photography. 

 

Dad was happy to watch through 
binoculars from the path (fair enough, 

he's nearly eighty) but I made my way 

up the rough slopes to get a better look.  
The hares didn't seem the slightest bit 

bothered by me - certainly less flighty 

than brown hares - but would remain 
crouched and allowing me to get within 

ten metres or so.  I assume they know they can outrun any 

predator they can see and so sitting tight until the last moment is a very good 

defence. 
 

All in all, was saw six or seven 

individual hares and each was 
quite different in size and 

appearance.  Mountain hares 

are slightly smaller than brown 
hares in general and only a 

gruff old male looked to match 

the size of our Wenlock hares.  
The best shot of the day was 

of a close-up 

portrait of an 

individual sheltering 
under a rock and 

the photo was 

printed in The 
Guardian and short-

listed for the British Wildlife Photography Awards.  Great day. 

 
Top Tips: 

 It can be a busy area at weekends so go on a weekday if 

possible 

 Take binoculars and look under rocky outcrops 

 For close-ups, super-zoom "bridge" cameras would work well 

or a 400-600mm lens (plus extender if you have one) on a 

DSLR 

 The hares can be seen from the path though you'll need to go off-piste for the best views.  Off the path, the 

slopes are steep (think Long Mynd) so not suitable for all! 

Robin Bennett

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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My previous trips to California to meet like-minded people working in wildlife conservation have led to me 

receiving several invites to return.  With over 100 species of mammals to spot in the wild, there is always an 

excuse for me to return to the most progressive US state; when the first brown bear was recently discovered in 
the north, the state gave it full protection. 

This year, I was keen to meet some of the wildlife directly benefitting from wildlife rescue centres, the 

first of which was Animal Tracks Inc, based around 20 miles outside of Los Angeles.  The centre has 

grown over two decades to caring for occasional unwanted exotic species* to a collection of natives and 

non-natives.  It was great to see a committed bunch of staff and volunteers so enthusiastic about animals 

in general and it was clear that the animals at the centre 

were being extremely well cared for.  In addition to the 
Serval cat, porcupines and capuchin monkeys, there 

was a range of California wildlife - skunks (pictured), 

opossums (north American but non-native to California) 
and reptiles.  Interestingly, 

I also encountered some 

very polecat-like ferrets 
and it seemed odd to see 

them in an arid setting so 

different from the UK. 
 

I was also extremely lucky 

to see behind the scenes at 

the California Wildlife 
Center, one of the state’s largest wildlife rescue facilities, taking in hundreds of wild animals each year.  From small birds 

to vultures and peregrines, the range of wildlife in care I witnessed was astounding.  Like Animal Tracks Inc, CWC also 

receives many baby opossums in May, as sadly many are left orphaned when their mothers are killed on roads.  These 
interesting looking marsupials are considered vermin to so 

many people and it was explained to me that this is partly 

because of their rat-like appearance (which many people 
find disturbing for some reason).  Opossums are surprisingly 

docile creatures and as the photo shows, baby opossums 

don’t seem to get frightened off by T-shirts featuring pine 
martens.  One of the biggest surprises at CWC was to see 

that in addition to vast falcon and owl enclosures, they also 

take marine mammals into care and are well equipped to rehabilitate Californian sealions and young 
seals.  It is always reassuring to me that there are a lot of dedicated people across the world, willing 

to dedicate their lives to helping wildlife. 

 

Many thanks to CWC director Jennifer Brent for 
showing me the facility and to Stacy at Animal 

Tracks Inc for taking the time to show me the work 

they do.  CWC isn’t open to the public, so I was 
very grateful to be shown the work that takes 

place there. 

 

*There are people out there who buy pet monkeys, big cats and so on 

but soon realise that caring for them is too big a commitment.  

Zoological parks also look to rehome animals when they are at 

capacity. 
 

 

Stuart Edmunds 
 

Mammals in America (again!)                              Words and photos by Stuart Edmunds 

Hooded skunk at Animal Tracks Inc 

Arid ferret 

Rehab sealions 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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Part of my work as a photographer is listening to my neighbours, friends, landowners and farmers about what 

is happening nearby or on their land.  So when my neighbours on a local hill told me about the leverets liking 

one particular field in the evening light for a nibble, I decided to check it out.  Walking the dog and a camera is 
never an easy option as our Lola would love to leap into the field for a bit of terrier action.  I felt bad about tying her to 

a tree while I peered through the five barred gate to see a wonderful miracle only yards away.  The lampers have been 

active around here recently and I would dearly love to have them under the headlights for a bit of light shotgun action.  

But the hares are persistent and beautiful and a necessary 
reminder that wildlife has a place in our over-farmed 

landscape.  As for leveret – well, think Play-doh hare, reformed, 

squishy, not quite there yet and to my human eyes, seriously 
cute.  It always pays to listen! 

 

Andrew Fusek Peters 
  

Mammal Eyewitness - Leveret encounter!  Words & photos by Andrew Fusek Peters 

A very young leveret will of course 

just hunker down in its form and 
wait, still and silent, until its mother 

returns perhaps only once or twice a 
day to suckle it.  This animal is 

perhaps the equivalent of an 

inquisitive teenager, still with the 
‘Play-doh’ quality that Andy aptly 

describes; its body shape and short 

muzzle denoting youth and all of this 
becoming especially obvious with its 

mother in the same frame. 
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In SMGN30, the Spring 2017 issue, we carried a piece in Stuart’s Notes from the Chair 

about DEFRA’s approval of the controversial A24 (so called) ‘vermin’ trap.  This has been 

designed in New Zealand for tackling the huge problem of invasive hedgehogs and stoats and so to 
limit their effect on indigenous ground nesting birds.  You could 

argue it’s all well and good for that ecosystem but seems very 

wrong and misplaced for the UK where use of this trap would 

dramatically impact the numbers of our native mammals, 
including the protected hedgehog. 

 

Naturally this concern has gone wider than SMG members, and Joan Lockley who operates the Friends of West Midlands 
Hedgehog Rescue Facebook page contacted her MP, Gavin Williamson (Conservative, South Staffordshire, whose 2017 

majority is 22,733).  I don’t have a copy of Joan’s original letter to hand but Williamson undertook to contact DEFRA 

himself to pass on the concerns.  With Joan’s permission I am reproducing the DEFRA reply with her own disappointed 
comments. 

  

The continuing story of the A24 trap     by Ric Morris, 

                                                              with Joan Lockley and – er – Andrea Leadsom 

The A24 trap: see 
www.goodnature.co.nz/ 

“It is essential that people sign the petition to pressure Defra 

to put an immediate halt to the use of the A24 trap, or this 

could be [the hedgehogs’] final nail in the coffin.  Sign the 

petition here~:  
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/183526 ” 
Stuart Edmunds  SMGN 30;  Spring 2016 

The text in the photograph of the letter 
is a little blurred but quite legible if you 

view the page at full size on your tablet 
or computer.  If you still cannot read it, 

please click on the petition link in the 

above text box for a transcript of the 
main points. 

Article text & Facebook 

framegrabs by Ric 
FB posts by Joan of WMHR 
Letter by Andrea Leadsom 
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http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
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https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/183526
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Here at Conservation K9 Consultancy, we are really excited to have some new wildlife 

monitoring projects starting with immediate effect! 

 
We have the following amazing dogs, either already operational or in training: 

 Henry is an 18 month old rescue Springer spaniel; his specialist subjects are pine marten scat, dormouse and 

water vole nests, hedgehogs, bed bugs, and bat carcasses… not to mention illicit tobacco! 

 Hettie is another rescue spaniel – a Cocker, she’s also trained for marten scats, dormouse and water vole nests, 
bed bugs, dead bats and dodgy tobacco – in fact everything Henry does, except the hedgehogs. 

 Luna is well known for her pine marten scat skills but will also detect great crested newts as well as bat carcasses, 

dormouse and water vole nests. 

 Falco is a client’s dog, training up for bats and hedgehogs. 

 Bailey and Will are both bat carcass detection dogs. 

Exciting times for conservation!          Louise Wilson 

 
 

 

New dogs, new tricks!                         News and photos from Louise Wilson 

Training a client and her dog in hedgehog and bat carcass detection. 

Hettie won’t go for this hedgie. 

Luna with apprentice handler Sam, closing in 

on a dead bat.  Big thanks to all who 
donated deceased bats for our project.  More 

bodies would still be gratefully received! 

With a Worcester client and her dog, successfully detecting 
a water vole burrow and nest.  Watermarked photos by 

Michaela of MCS Photography, see her Facebook page 

here. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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In SMGN30, the Spring issue, I previewed a long promised event; a mammal bones identification 

workshop run by me, for a small group of SMG members new and old.  I’d always considered this kind of event would 
be best to be limited to a small number of delegates so that everyone could get plenty of personal 

attention and there would be no lengthy delays to examine the specimens that would be passed 

around.  So the workshop took place in one of the portakabin classrooms at FSC Preston Montford 
on Saturday 22nd April with just twelve delegates.  About 60% of my collection was crammed into 

my tiny Ford Focus estate, necessitating two journeys to & from the venue, and from the very 

favourable responses I’ve received*, it appears that a good time was had by all. 

 

Just under a month later 

I hauled the bones up to 

the well-equipped ENI 
Field Centre at Talacre in 

Flintshire to repeat the day for the 

North Wales Mammal Group.  A 
great welcome from centre 

manager Kim Norman and NWMG 

Vice-Chair Dave Thorpe, (who 
along with his brother Ian had 

brought along a few specimens of 

their own including lynx, otter, 
black bear skull and mammoth 

teeth, ooooooooh…) and I got to 

meet another lovely and 
enthusiastic group of Mammal 

Group members keen to get their 

bones fix. 

Reviews and reports section                                                     by various authors 

           SMG & NWMG Bones Workshops                                                        by Ric Morris 

One of my slowly 

building collection of 
bones themed T-

shirts; this one was 

from the famous 
Skulls Unlimited 

International in the 

US of A! 
Pic: Martin Noble 

* What they said… 
“A HUGE thank you for the workshop on Saturday.  It was really good – engaging and well delivered.  Having so many examples 
to confirm ID was really useful” 
 
“Thank you Ric for sharing some of your impressive knowledge and enthusiasm today.  I learnt a huge amount and thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  Your superb presentations and extensive bone collecting represent decades of hard work.  Tempted to spend 

tomorrow looking for road kill and I can give you no greater compliment than that ” 
 
“What a fantastic, fascinating day & such value for money!  I loved it!  I've now got shrew & lizard corpses, (the cats brought 
them in), in jars of water on my window ledge.  Really helpful to get hands on the real 3D bones in Ric's extensive collection, 

made it much easier to see & understand. Thank you so much Ric” 

(Above centre) Vicki Howden & Eileen Bowen lay out a juvenile fallow deer (Dama dama) skeleton with help 
from Ric, Caroline Cook & Mike Worsfold (not pictured).  Pic: Martin Noble 

Displayed for NWMG 
at Talacre 
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Ric Morris 

He’s wearing the 
same T-shirt he 

wore for the 

Shroppy Mammal 

Group. 

Cheque is in the post, Jan x 

Liam and Phil reassembling the human spine.  All 

NWMG photos by workshop delegates 

By now, all delegates from both workshops should have received an email with their download link to obtain a full PDF of the 
300-plus slide Powerpoint of the course material.  Apologies for the delay, I’ve been tweaking it quite a lot!  Thanks for your 
patience. 

I got a smile from someone at Wrexham 

Sainsburys petrol station on the way but no 
one else wanted to make eye contact with 

me at traffic lights or junctions.  Very odd. 

Apologies to Emma and Hayley for putting 

thoughts in your heads for comedy effect! 
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Brook Vessons is a Shropshire Wildlife Trust nature reserve that adjoins the Hollies, close to the 
Stiperstones National Nature Reserve.  It is characterised by areas of old hazel coppice and sessile oak set 

near open areas of bracken, wet heath and less open areas of scrub, and dotted 

throughout (according to the SWT website) are some of the broadest rowans in Britain; 
the biggest birch in Shropshire; the biggest holly in Shropshire as well as the county’s 

biggest crabapple tree.  A beautiful site but difficult to access, this may explain why the 

endangered dormouse lingers in these woods.  In Shropshire, dormice are only known 
to occur in the south of the county and monitoring efforts struggle to define the dormice 

of Shropshire as being numerous.  These small nocturnal mammals are generally only 

linked with ancient woodland habitat in Britain or with hedgerows that stretch from 

ancient woodland to ancient woodland.  It is considered that this is one of the reasons 
this species is so endangered in this country; everywhere we look, development takes 

precedent over ancient, balanced and delicate habitats, and hedgerows continue to be 

managed poorly or destroyed altogether. 
 

Despite this bleak picture however, at the end of last year a hunt for hazelnuts that 

have been nibbled by various small mammals proved that dormice are still living within 
Brook Vessons.  In order to continue to monitor the species across Shropshire and to 

increase monitoring efforts across more of Shropshire, and with the permission of 

Shropshire Wildlife Trust, we 
invited members to help us 

set up a dormouse nestbox 

monitoring scheme on the 

site. 
 

Held on 9th April this year, the event was very well attended by 

members, with approximately 14 attendees showing up to aid 
us.  After a short introductory talk about dormouse ecology and 

distribution in Shropshire, we began to make our way across 

the Hollies and down to the woodland of Brook Vessons; a short 
but tiresome walk across uneven ground, but with spectacular 

views as a reward.  On reaching our base for the day, members 

were invited to look at hazelnuts nibbled by various small 

mammals, and were given a free resource to help them 

identify which mammals had been at the nuts.  

Meanwhile, they were told more about the National 

Dormouse Monitoring Programme set up by the People’s 
Trust for Endangered Species, whilst we organised 

materials to put up the boxes and decided on groups. 

          Dormouse nestbox installation day         Words & photos by Sam Devine-Turner 

Dormice nibble hazel nuts in a very distinctive way 

Views across Shropshire from The Hollies are amazing on a sunny day 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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https://ptes.org/
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Each group collected together some nest boxes, 
some garden wire, a pair of wire cutters and a black 

marker pen, as well as a GPS device and a form for 

recording location of nest boxes.  Members were 
demonstrated to how to put up a nest box and were 

told important factors to consider, such as the 

height of the box, the ease of access for future 
monitors, and the ease of access for the dormice.  

Not only was the woodland absolutely fascinating to 

explore and the old hazel coppice marvellous to 

behold, but the groups were incredibly efficient and 
so we managed to install 44 nest boxes on the site 

in approximately two hours, an incredible feat! 

 
On completion of the task, some people decided to 

begin the hard slog back uphill to the Hollies and 

then across to where we had begun the day, whilst 
others stuck around to eat dinner in the sun and 

have a chat about where we go from here. 

 

Our intention was to leave the nest boxes undisturbed for a few months, then 

return to begin monitoring, and hope to find some very cosy dormice nesting 
in their brand new homes.  At present, boxes are still undisturbed and 

hopefully dormice (and most likely other small mammals such as mice and 

shrews too) are testing them out and finding them to their liking; and perhaps 
they are even considering them as good breeding nest areas. Fingers crossed, 

we will have some positive and exciting results to share with you in the coming 

months. 
 

NB: Please note that to check dormouse nest boxes in an area in which 

there are dormouse records, one must have a dormouse handling 
license.  If you’d like to train for your license, you can find resources on the 

People’s Trust for Endangered Species website, (https://ptes.org/) and please 

email shropshiredormousegroup@gmail.com for more info. 
 

Sam Devine-Turner 

 
Hopefully we find a sleepy dormouse such 

as this little one when we return to 
monitor nest boxes.  That would be a 
positive and exciting result! 

Nest boxes 
are installed in 
thick hazel 
coppices 

Members enjoy a lunch in the sun 

Will there be a dormouse nest 

in box no.12 when we return to 
check? 
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Gosforth Nature Park is a small 1km² nature reserve with a shallow lake, extensive reed beds and mixed 

woodland just north of Newcastle.  It is owned and managed by the Natural History Society of Northumbria; 
and on 17th June 2017 was the venue for the 6th Mammal Society student conference survey workshop! 

 

This workshop was an absolutely fantastic day following on from the conference itself and was led by Jonathan Pounder 
(@JonathanPounder) of the Northumbria Mammal Group, with Derek Crawley (@poofinder) attending from the Mammal 

Society.  We convoyed to site and wasted no time setting up, with 17 

people in attendance first came the not so painful ice breaker; What’s 

your name, favourite mammal and what you hope to get out of the day?  
Seeing an otter ranked highly in the wish list, Jonathans brow perspiring 

as he assured us we would at least definitely get to see otter poo! 

 
The workshop kicked off with a presentation about essential survey 

information such as: Health & Safety, lone working, land owner 

permission/ access and the importance of following, where possible, set 
survey methodologies.  Which is what we did next as the first practical 

activity was setting some 

Longworth traps.  A whistle stop 
introduction for those who 

hadn’t used them before and 

baiting up with food for all small 
mammals, we set off down the 

path to an area of long 

vegetation and bramble to set our traps.  18 traps were 

set at 10:00 to be collected later in the day. 
 

The plan was to finish the presentation 

before lunch, so we had some hope of not being filthy when we ate.  This second 
part of the presentation was looking more specifically at mammal field signs.  For 

this Jonathan had many props including casts of otter prints, skulls and pelts to 

show which brought up the topic of wildlife laws.  My Mammal Society t-shirt 
was used to describe different mustelid and canid prints, and Derek spoke about 

the importance of good identification and collecting as many ways of identifying 

an animal as possible, for recording purposes.  It good to have photos of as 
many field signs as you find and any other clues you have. 

 

After lunch we spilt into two groups as we had two surveys to conduct which we 

would do and then switch, the target species being otter Lutra lutra and water vole Arvicola amphibius.  
The otter group surveyed along a board walk in the reed bed looking for any otter sign, and found a small worn track 

leading off to a muddy patch amongst the trees, in which deer slots, badger, fox and otter prints were spotted, then 

further along the boardwalk in a drainage channel cut in the reeds some very clear tracks were spotted under the board 
walk which were otter! 

 

The water vole group had a less easy survey to do, those brave enough (or daft enough) waded through the water, 
dodging barbed wire, looking from animal eye view and working with the people on the bank to try and co-ordinate a 

search for any water vole sign.  Some old holes that looked like they had once been 

used were present in small numbers.  But as well as water vole sign, we were sure to 
look out for other signs of species as Derek had said throughout the day, “record 

everything!”  The conclusion of these surveys was signs of: otter, badger, fox, deer, 

rat or water vole (prints), water vole holes, mink (old spraint) and squirrel (chattering 
but not seen). 

 

We return to base to find a more domestic mammal (a cat) had been in and raided for 

food, stealing the left over pouch of cat food from loading the mammal traps, so after 
we cleared the table of all the mess the cat had caused we settled down to pick through 

owl pellets, everyone supplied with a paper plate and two cocktail sticks and at least 

          6th Mammal Society student conference survey workshop  Words & photos by Andrew Barrett 

All-natural paper presentation!  
Note @poofinder is holding his 
nose.  Has he found some? 
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Picking about the pellets 
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one pellet we dug in.  No-one got squeamish and everyone had success at finding skulls to identify, Jonathan collected 

all the bones and unsearched pellet parts to identify at a later date so we don’t know what was found but there were 
many vole skulls and a few shrew and mice skulls being shown around and identified. 

 

Having done the owl pellets and found skulls it was time to check the Longworths and hope to 
see live versions.  It was now 16:00 and everyone collected their own trap they set, this made 

sure every trap was collected.  Out of 18 traps three had closed doors, two had caught!  Cracking 

open the traps in a bag the first revealed a bank vole Myodes glareolus and the second, a pygmy 
shrew Sorex minutus!  A very exciting 

catch and 2/18 in daytime with no 

pre-baiting was by Jonathan’s 

reckoning, a good days trapping. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Sadly, as fast as the day went it had come to an end and we convoyed back into Newcastle to all go our separate ways. 

 

This was a fantastic and very informative day, a massive thank you to Jonathan for running the day and Derek for sharing 

some of his insight into mammals and recording.  The hope for the day was that everyone would learn something and 
enjoy it, from the smiles on faces it looks like everyone did enjoy it! 

 

 
Andrew Barrett 

Follow Andrew on Twitter as @ecobarrett  
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A Sainsburys bag of small mammals 

The two catches 

of the day – 
bank vole, top 

and pygmy 

shrew below. 

The Longworth trap is available with and without ‘shrew holes’ to permit escape of hungry, high metabolism shrews.  Shrew holes can 

potentially be a problem however, as occasionally larger captured mammals try to escape and get stuck.  Shrew trapping also requires a licence 
which can be downloaded at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shrews-licence-to-take-them .  Please use straw bedding in your 

traps and bait with plenty of appropriate food –mealworms, casters or cat food for shrews (as Jonathan and the team have used) as well as 
grains for the mice and voles and a piece of fresh veg or apple for moisture.  Finally, don’t forget to check them regularly as shrews can starve 
to death very quickly. 
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As previewed in the last issue of the SMG Newsletter, a one day small mammal ID course took place at 

The Gateway, Shrewsbury on 24th May, run by the Manchester Metropolitan University.  With 14 delegates, in 
attendance from all over the Midlands, many of them ecological consultants, I’d booked on (hear my confession!) 

to consolidate my ID skills of the appearance of small mammals while still alive.  Yes, it is true – I sometimes 

find them easier to identify as bones rather than with the flesh and fur on.  Now please don’t get the idea that I 
cannot tell a mole from a squirrel; it’s the finer details that I need to brush up on - the characteristics of the four 

species of mice and the two (or three) smaller species of voles, for instance.  Plus it was an opportunity to spend 

the day meeting like-minded people, picking up some tips about course presentation, teaching skills and of 
course networking with Debbie Alston, respected Derbyshire mammologist, all at a bargain price of £45. 

 

We started by introducing ourselves and explaining what we wanted to get out of the day.  Here it became 

apparent that many of the delegates seemed to be somewhat less experienced with small mammal ID than I myself, 
and so it was only right that we started with the basics and worked up from there.  For this reason I’d heartily recommend 

the course for any novice Mammal Group member who has the necessary enthusiasm for mammals but wishes to develop 

their knowledge and familiarity.  There was still much to learn for me however, and early on we sorted sets of species 
cards into ‘small’ and not so small mammals (for the purposes of the course, ‘small’ was defined as being under about 

700g, thus including hedgehogs and squirrels but excluding rabbits, polecats etc) and then into native and non-native; 

later on, into ‘fully protected’, ‘partially protected’ and ‘illegal to release into the wild’,  all as defined by Schedules 5, 6 
and 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.  All very interesting, and certainly made one think.  Along the way we 

learned the top ten most numerous small mammals of the UK; it may not surprise readers to hear it’s the field vole 

Microtus agrestis that tops the list (presumably 75m is an average figure, given their well-
known population booms and crashes). 

 

As the day developed, a set of study 
skins was produced, as well as a freezer 

box full of dead specimens from Debbie’s 

personal collection (don’t we all have a 

personal collection like that?) for people 
to handle and photograph in detail.  That 

caused a bit of a Twitter storm! 

 

Debbie is kind enough to provide 
course delegates with a link to 

download her Powerpoint slides 

afterwards and there are handouts 

to take away, as well as a wide 
range of reference books on 

display to peruse with some for 

sale.  I particularly valued the chance to 
carefully examine the study skins; 

examples of 

adult, sub-adult, 
male and female 

specimens of 

numerous small 
mammals were 

available, which 

I found really 
interesting. 

      Small mammal identification & ecology  Words & pics by Ric Morris, with tweets by delegates 

              MMU one day course with Debbie Alston, Derbyshire county mammal recorder 
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Debbie has to deal with a challenging fan 

the night before the course… 
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From top:  male juvenile grey squirrel 

Sciurus carolinensis; 
Male water vole Arvicola amphibius; 

unsexed edible dormouse Glis glis. 

 
Note the method of skinning for 

subsequent mounting onto study cards.  

The first incisions are made under the 
tail and then cuts are extended towards 

the knees.  The skin then has to be 
gently teased away from the 

membranes beneath and then turned 

inside out as the skinner works up the 
mammal’s body toward the head.  There 

are full instructions on this method (with 
photographs!) in the first edition of the 

Handbook of British Mammals (1964).  

Believe me - it is very tricky. 

The same three specimens in their 

ventral aspect.  Notice the differing 

treatment of the forepaws – the 
squirrel’s forelimbs have been 

crossed in a rather reverential 

manner; the vole has one paw up 
and one down, as if (were one to be 

anthropomorphic) it is waving from 

beyond the grave… This is actually 
quite a useful pose since it enables 

examination of the upper and lower 

aspect of the paws. 

Ric learns the gentle art of museum 
standard mammal skinning from Dr Jessica 

Winder at the Grosvenor Museum, Chester 
in April 1972. 

Pics:  Grosvenor Museum 
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Ric Morris 

I am trying to resist the 
temptation to publish all 

the photos of study skins 

that I took on the day… 

Maybe I’ll put them on 
the SMG Facebook page 

instead.  But I cannot 

resist these small 
mustelids – stoatally 

different, weasily 

distinguished – yeah, I 
know. 

 

From top: 
weasel Mustela nivalis; 

stoat Mustela erminea, in 

partial moult to ermine; 
stoat in normal coat. 

The data here are 

written on the ventral 

side of the card.  The 

weasel (top) is a cat 
killed male from 

Cheshire, 1973.  The 

partial ermine is a 
female from Islay, 

1977.  There’s no data 

for the lower stoat 
though it appears to 

be male from size 

comparison with the 
female ermine, and 

the presence of what 

is pretty obviously a 

large scrotal sac. 
 

 

OK, I think that’s 
enough skins for the 
time being…. 

“I’d heartily recommend the MMU course for any novice Mammal Group member who has the 

necessary enthusiasm for mammals but wishes to develop their knowledge and familiarity.” 
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2017 has seen the publishing of another field guide to British mammals, this time by Princetown University Press, 

appearing in their excellent WildGuides series.  Britain’s Mammals is generously illustrated with photographs which 

appear to be taken in natural (or at least controlled and therefore apparently natural) conditions, rather than with 
illustrations or paintings.  The species are described by means of identification features, sounds or call, signs and tracks 

and there are between two and five pages devoted to each species, including observation tips.  Most of the bats, have 

two to three pages of description each (just the one page for rare, vagrant and migrant bats).  The species descriptions 
are supplemented with additional pages with tables of the differences between commonly confused mammals such as 

the various species of pipistrelles, the deer and so on.  Many pages are marked in the headers with 

references to other relevant material within the book, such as more detailed comparisons between 
droppings or tracks, and identification of bats by sound.  There are also ID keys scattered 

throughout, as well as rudimentary distribution maps, although there is no indication of abundance 

of the mammals within the areas indicated.  The quality of the photographs is invariably excellent; 
most of the bat images are flashlit flight photos of course, with additional fascinating details such 

as using penis shape to distinguish between brown and grey long-eared bats (Plecotus sp).  There’s 

next to no bones information, though!     Someone should write a book on that. 

 
There are 42 pages (out of a total of 328) towards the end of the book dealing with our two regular 

seal species, around five vagrants and rarities (a page each); around 15 commonly occurring 

cetaceans and a similar number of rarities and vagrant whales.  37 species in 42 pages could be 
considered a little skimpy, and in that event may I refer you to an earlier 

Wildguides publication entitled Britain’s Sea Mammals, published in 2012.  

This book is a three-author work, from whom Dunn and Still have also 
worked on the new Britain’s Mammals. 

 

It will be seen that this guide is much slimmer, at 128 pages but still a more substantial guide 
than the 42 pages contained within its newer sister book.  Much of the content is admittedly the 

same, with many photographs from BSM being reproduced in the new BM.  The identification 

material is supplemented with where and how to watch style tips with maps and locations 

identified.  In the case of the cetaceans especially, there are plenty of depictions showing dive 
sequences and how the mammals appear on the surface; these being a combination of 

photographs and illustrations.  The whole body images of the whales are necessarily illustrations 

rather than photographs.  Definitely worthwhile if you are a marine mammals enthusiast. 
 

Both books are attractively set out, quite comprehensive in 

coverage and well-priced (BM at £17.95; BSM at £12.95).  
If you’re also a Mammal Society member and if you can act 

immediately you read this, (before the end of June) you can 

get BM at a special price of £13 with free P&P by quoting a 
secret code during your telephone order.  Mammal Society 

members should have received an email about this some 

time ago as well as recent reminders, so if this review 

inspires you to buy, then please search through your inbox 
if you want to take advantage of the offer! 

 

 

 
 

 

Ric Morris 
  

     Britain’s Mammals and Britain’s Sea Mammals field guides 
                                                                                                                                            by Ric Morris 

Difficult to 

scan pages 
without 

damaging the 

books’ spines 
but you’ll get 
the idea… 

Ric’s fingers! 
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Nibbled Nut Hunt   with Sam Devine-Turner 
When?  Saturday 24th June 2017  1300 hrs (1 pm) 

Where?  Whitcliffe Common, Ludlow. 

Description:  Scuffling round in undergrowth looking for remains of a dormouse meal.  Very 
addictive!  This event is FREE to members of Shropshire Mammal Group. 

Info:  The event will begin with an introduction to dormouse ecology, followed by the chance to look at 

hazelnuts nibbled by different small mammals.   There will be a hunt across a section of the site for nibbled 
hazelnutswhich we will identify on site.  There will also be a handy free guide to nibbled nuts to take away with you.  

Please wear suitable clothing / footwear and bring refreshments if needed 

An evening with Virginia McKenna 
When?  Tuesday June 27th 2017;  1900 hrs (7pm)  SOLD OUT! 

Where?   The Boathouse Restaurant, Ellesmere 

Description:  Virginia is opening the new Ellesmere Library during the day and will attend an 
evening event, organised by the Friends of Ellesmere Library.  In conversation with BBC Radio 

Shropshire’s Vicky Archer, she will tell the audience about her life and work and the importance of 

preventing animal suffering and protecting species via the Born Free Foundation. 

Info:  Unfortunately this event is already sold out. 

Oswestry Hill Fort Bioblitz  with Turnstone Ecology & Stuart Edmunds 

When?  Saturday 1st July 2017;  0830 hrs (8.30 am) for small mammal trap checks. 
Where?  Oswestry Hill Fort; park at Cae Glas Cricket Club on Gatacre Avenue (SY11 1DR) & 

surrounding streets but please be considerate to residents.  The hillfort can be accessed via a 

footpath beyond Gatacre Playing Field. 
Description:  Turnstone Ecology are running ecological surveys from sunrise to midnight on the 

day, covering plants, inverts (including moth trapping), birds, amphibians reptiles and mammals 

(trapping plus a bat walk). 
Info:  Base camp is at the western entrance (indicated in pic) where microscopes, sampling trays 

and paperwork plus ID guides will be available.  Please wear suitable clothing, supportive walking 

boots, sunscreen, bring refreshments etc.  Terrain uneven; livestock present, so dogs strictly on leads at all times. 

Fur and Feathers event 

When?  Saturday 8th July; Sunday 9th July 2017, 1000 – 1700 hrs  (10am – 5pm) 

Where?  Hawkstone Park and Follies, Weston under Redcastle  near Wem  SY4 5UY 
Description:  Lots of mammal activity over two days at the park, including owl pellet 

dissection and small mammal trapping. 

Info:  Free to participate, though charges for entry into the Follies Park may apply. 

The search for scat  with Stuart Edmunds 
When?  Sunday 9th July 2017  1000 hrs (10 am) 
Where?  Clun area (exact location TBC!) 

Description:  Join SMG Chair Stuart Edmunds, also of the Shropshire Pine Marten Project on a hunt for 

pine marten field signs and also to check camera traps. 
Info:  The survey will involve walking a 2 km loop in areas where pine martens have been regularly 

recorded over the last year.  The hope is to find fresh scat which could be sent for DNA analysis to 

determine the origins of Shropshire pine martens – were they released, or are they completely native to the 

county?  Please wear suitable clothing / footwear and bring refreshments if needed.  Email Stuart at 
stuarte@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk to register your interest in advance or for more info.  As usual it’s FREE to paid-

up members of Shropshire Mammal Group. 

Hedgehog foster training 
When?  Thursday 13th July, 1900 hrs – 20.30 hrs  (7pm - 8:30pm) 

Where?  Shropshire Wildlife Trust, The Cut Visitor Centre, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH 
Description:  Not an SMG event.  Shropshire Wildlife Trust is looking for hedgehog foster homes for the 

autumn/ winter.  They are running this training in partnership with West Midland Hedgehog Rescue to help 

build up a network of hedgehog foster carers.  (continued...) 

Diary dates for forthcoming events        by Sam Devine-Turner 

SMG Events Coordinator 

This sort of 

thing will 
probably be 

happening. 

Pic:  Lorcán 
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Pic:  Stu 

Pic:  SWT 
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Hedgehog foster training   continued 

Info:  Last year Joan Lockley of WMHR looked after over 600 hedgehogs and she needs to be able to 
call on support when she's inundated.  Please read the Frequently Asked Questions (click here) before 

you register for the event.  Attending this training does not guarantee a hedgehog!  SWT is charging 

£10 for the training to make sure that people attending are serious about becoming a foster home and to help 
raise funds for West Midland Hedgehog Rescue and Shropshire Wildlife Trust to continue caring for hedgehogs. 

Email sarap@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk for more info  

Shropshire otters:  Ecology and tracking   with Leah Patterson and Stuart Edmunds 
When?  Thursday 20th July  1800 – 2100 hrs (6pm – 9pm) 

Where?  Shropshire Wildlife Trust, The Cut Visitor Centre, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH 

Description:  Learn about and track the elusive otter around the Rea Brook in 
Shrewsbury.  This event is FREE to members of Shropshire Mammal Group.  Please 

wear suitable clothing / footwear and bring refreshments if needed. 

Info:  The event begins with an indoor session comprising an introduction to otter 
ecology and a presentation about the new and exciting Shropshire Otter Project.  

There will be an opportunity to view camera trap clips of otters followed by a 

wander along the Rea Brook to identify otter field signs and learn how to set 

up camera traps to film otter activity. 

Wild about… wildlife film making  with Simon King 

When?  Monday 24th July 2017  1900 hrs – 2100 hrs (7pm - 9pm) 
Where?  Shropshire Wildlife Trust, The Cut Visitor Centre, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH 

Description:  TV presenter Simon King presents an inspirational talk on his life as a wildlife 

documentary maker.  Part one of the new Growing Confidence "Wild about" seminars, which aim to 
inspire the next generation.  The event is exclusively for 11-30 years. 

Info:  Not an SMG event.  Simon King has been involved with film making since boyhood.  He is 

known for creating, filming, directing and presenting many award winning TV programmes and films, some of the best 
known being Springwatch and Big Cat Diary, plus contributing to Planet Earth, Blue Planet and the Life series and 

more recently African Cats for Disney.  Simon is President Emeritus of the Wildlife Trusts.  Book tickets online via 

www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk  (Google Chrome browser recommended for best result).  And be prepared to 

show proof of your youth! 

YESS! 

And Finally… 
Shropshire Mammal group members and especially the people who are willing to write for the Newsletter never fail to impress me.  I do cast 
my net far and wide to commission pieces for publication and as you know, not everyone who writes for us is even an SMG member, but it’s 

fair to say that almost everyone I have approached has been pleased to contribute if their work schedules allow.  Some even consider it an 

honour to be asked (you know who you are, sir!)  So, there I was at the end of May - only about 3 weeks ago - with a 25 page previous 
issue to match and absolutely nothing at all to put into this one.  Stuart is contractually obliged to write something as Chair and I am always 

happy to write something myself (at least I have had something worth writing about this time!)  So Dave Lewis was first off the mark with 

his excellent article and I have already thanked him on Page 1.  Dave is definitely the new Tim Preston in terms of being the first contributor 
to send me material each time!  (No hard feelings Tim; I remember you held that illustrious distinction for two or three issues running!  I 

hope you are well, and it will be great to publish another article soon).  So many, many thanks to everyone who has written at short (ish) 
notice for SMGN31 and, dear readers, if you’ve got this far, I know you will have enjoyed the range of articles on offer.  You’ll be relieved to 

hear that I already have some irons in the fire for SMGN32! 

 
I haven’t even mentioned the election results yet, but whatever your political views, I’m sure you agree that Michael Gove the new 

Environment Secretary doesn’t exactly have the most enlightened views on wildlife and green issues!  If you are concerned about this, and 
therefore maybe inclined to get more active in the eco-warrior sense (indeed, why wouldn’t you?) I do urge you to make your views known 

to our local MPs and demand that they hold him to account.  There are so many conservation issues about which we need to be vigilant. 

 
In the meantime when you are not tongue-lashing our elected representatives, please do get your mammal records in to Lorcán Adrain; his 

contact details on the foot of each page.  And write me something for SMGN32!  You know it makes sense!  Get scribing! 
Cheers,    Ric Morris 

Diary dates… continued We’ve never had more than one page of events 
before!  Is this effort good enough for a 

Shropshire Mammal Group Committee member? 

V
o
ic

e
s
 o

f 
C
o
m

m
it
te

e
 a

n
d
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 

A spraint in the hand is worth a poo in a bush. 
Photo: Tris Pearce 

S
W

T
 /

 S
im

o
n
 K

in
g
 (

n
o
 

s
p
ri

n
g
 c

h
ic

k
e
n
 h

im
s
e
lf
) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.wmhr.org.uk/
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/hedgehog_foster_care_faq.pdf
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
mailto:sarap@shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
https://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/growing-confidence
http://www.shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/

