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WELCOME!
…to Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter 37!
As I write this on the evening of the Winter Solstice, we’ve had
pretty relentless heavy rain for about three days. Our rivers are high; the
Teme in Ludlow this afternoon was flowing full and fast, and these conditions
can often flood the regular holts of otters, forcing them to leave and venture
across country. This can leave them very vulnerable to traffic and sadly
many road casualties occur in wet and flooded conditions. Floods are a huge
challenge for small burrow dwelling mammals too; rodents, moles, as well
as foxes and badgers. Let’s hope our mammal populations are not too
severely impacted and their numbers recover quickly as the weather
(hopefully!) improves as 2019 unfolds.
Anyway… what is in your festive Winter newsletter? It’s small but perfectly
formed this season; a number of shorter articles perfect for dipping into, and
almost all of them by faithful, regular contributors. Ellie May Forrester’s
second piece in her Ellie’s Ecological Notepad series looks at the importance
of churchyards and burial grounds for wildlife; Brian Hogbin’s hedgehog
camera trap clips have been the subject of a couple of previous Newsletter
pieces and here he describes a local hedgehog rescue with useful tips about
feeding and relocation. Robin Bennett tries out his camera traps on foxes in
a local churchyard, while his second article accounts for an exciting otter
sighting in Ludlow (I had no such luck on my visit today!). Dave Lewis’s
brief review of the year builds some excitement and hope for success for his
new Mostela project; I’m thrilled to welcome back Andrew Barratt who has
sent in an exciting piece about mammal tracking in Sweden; Stuart Edmunds
has shared with us his acclaimed account of his lifelong pine marten
obsession which has won him some kudos as runner up in The Wildlife Trusts
Storytelling Competition 2018; welcome to new contributor Gareth Harris of
Wiltshire Mammal Group who offers us a warning about an emerging threat
to our hare populations, and finally I’m pitching in with a short account of
our recent Mammal Atlas meeting and a longer reflective piece about a
naturalist who, posthumously, inspired me a great deal as a small child.
Please do seek out the Romany books; they’re still well worth a read!
So! Look out for your next SMG Newsletter in your mailbox on or soon after
23rd March 2019. I’d like it to be another good one; I’m already working to
encourage a few exciting new contributors, one of whom could be you! If
you have an article idea please do contact me via the usual channels, or just
send me stuff! Don’t hold back/ Get scribing! Have a fabulous festive season
and exciting New Year!
Ric Morris ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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Heads–up!
The SMG Committee were pleased with the interest that
has built after the Mammal Atlas meeting in November
and especially that a good number of members have
expressed willingness to get involved even if they may
have been unable to attend the meeting. We have a
follow-up already planned for Saturday 12th January, and
we’re keen to spread these around the county a bit, to
make it possible for members further afield to attend (and
of course to obtain a few extra mammal records in those
areas). So do please check the Events page of this issue
for details.
Please also clear your diary for Saturday 2nd February
2019, when we will hold our AGM at FSC Preston
Montford! Another great opportunity to meet like-minded
members and we will welcome our special guest speaker,
Alastair Hughes-Roden, who will deliver a fascinating
presentation - An introduction to large terrestrial mammal
tracking. Tracking and fieldcraft has to be the way
forward to develop our mammal detective abilities and
gain important Atlas records!

The usual disclaimer applies- the opinions expressed in the SMG Newsletter are those of the individual contributors, not necessarily the views of the SMG, unless stated to be so.
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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by Malcolm Monie, SMG Interim Chair

About a dozen members have started work on material for the Atlas which will, at least initially, be published in online
form. There are still species to be written up and anyone who would like to contribute is encouraged to attend the next
meeting on Saturday January 12th 2019 in Broseley. (See events elsewhere in the newsletter for details).
The Shropshire Dormouse Group is now a fully constituted organisation in its own right but while
SMG retains an interest in hazel dormice Muscardinus avellanarius and still welcomes records,
SDG will concentrate on monitoring sites across the county, training surveyors
and implementing habitat improvements in the future. Both Groups share a
Grrrr… we’ve
already had a
Committee member, Sam Devine-Turner, we anticipate there will still be
Project for years,
dormouse news and features from time to time in the SMG Newsletter, and we look
you dozy
rodents!
forward to working closely with the Dormouse Group in the future.

We’ve got our
own Group now!
Nyaaa to you
dopey voles!

Also in the pipeline for 2019 will be the start of water vole Arvicola amphibius survey work
at a couple of sites in the south of the county. It’s well known that there are thriving water
vole colonies in north Shropshire, (despite occasional instances of careless disturbance and even
habitat destruction) and there is a great deal of surveying experience among local members. A
water vole record from the Clun valley was received over the summer, unfortunately a dead body, but
this still gives us hope that there may be small populations in suitable habitat in the south. There is, of course,
only one way to find out; to go and look for them!
Darren Smith and Jayne Richards are stepping down from the committee, Jayne after a considerable number
of years, for some of them serving as Treasurer. We thank them both for their support. With the AGM
approaching, there will be the opportunity for new recruits; we've already had a couple of people
Jayne and Darren:
show interest but with up to four spaces to fill, don't be shy in coming forward! It is not onerous.
Thanks so much!
We meet, usually at the Field Studies Centre at Preston Montford, on the first Monday evening of the
even-numbered months.
Meanwhile, keep those records coming in! Shropshire’s Mammal Recorder Lorcán’s details are at the foot of each page.
Malcom Monie

Membership Matters

and corporate members of Shropshire Mammal Group
by Malcolm Monie, SMG Treasurer and Membership Secretary

Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support.
Pearce Environment Ltd
Whitchurch Community Water Vole Project

Field Studies Council, Preston Montford

SMG Membership continues to hover around the 150 mark and with various new activities coming on stream, there will be even
more opportunities for members to get involved!
I have mentioned this before but thank you to the many members who have updated their email preferences in accordance
with the General Data Protection Regulation which came into force in 2018. Just a reminder that if you have not already done
so please go to the Join or Update tab on the SMG website. If you don't, you may miss out on interesting mammal-related
news unless it relates directly to SMG business. Completing this will also help to send you details of our projects that may be
of particular interest to you, such as work relating to pine martens, water voles or the proposed Shropshire Mammal Atlas.
On that subject, it was mentioned at the November Atlas meeting that the members of the informal Working Party and others
who expressed interest in the Atlas but couldn’t attend the first meeting, may be happy and willing to exchange email addresses
to facilitate collaboration. A mailing was sent out to that effect to all those members, inviting a simple ‘yes’ reply to give
permission, but I’m sorry to say that it has had a poor response. If you overlooked this but are still interested in keeping
abreast of our Atlas work, and importantly, to share your email address with other like-minded members to enable you to send
and receive emails directly from them, please do check back in your inboxes for the appropriate email, dated 29/11/2018.
Thanks in advance; we hope you all enjoy your SMG membership and the chance to get involved with our activities.
Malcolm Monie
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

North Shrops watervole: Kate Long

Flippant rodent thought bubbles by Ric – not Malcolm…!

Dormouse: Sam D-T

In recent months your committee's attention has been focussed two main topics; kick-starting the Shropshire
Mammal Atlas, and the emergence of the Shropshire Dormouse Group.
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The importance of conserving nature in cemeteries

Words & photos by Ellie May Forrester

Ellie’s Ecological Notepad!

As I alluded to in my last column (SMGN36), I am extremely passionate about urban habitats! In 2016 I moved
into Shrewsbury and was absolutely preparing myself that the
wildlife would not be as rich and there would be less for me to
see. However, I could not have been more wrong, within the first
few months of settling into our new home. My mum discovered
that we had hedgehogs (Erincaeus europaeus) living in the garden
and we began leaving food and water out for them. They
regularly visited, an adult with, later, a litter of orphans and this
was a wonderful, remarkable sight and great to see such a rare
species, making its presence known. It gives me hope that even
as we are building increasingly, it seems, that wildlife persists;
but the question is for how long?
According to a May 2018 report from the UN
Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
by 2050 two out of every three people are
likely to be living in cities or other urban
centres.
Throughout the world this is
already putting an increase pressure on wildlife populations. In doing so it has created some
situations, where human/wildlife conflict are a regular occurrence; for example, cheetahs Acinonyx
jubatus and farmers in Namibia, Africa. However, new science and research has developed out of
the creation of these habitats influenced by anthropogenic circumstances. Therefore there are
chances to monitor how wildlife is responding to these changes.
However, despite all of this, there are some urban habitats, where wildlife is thriving in the most
unexpected places, even in your local cemetery. Many people perceive cemeteries, with the end
of life and rightly so. Yet there is so much
more to them than just being places of death, they are also
places of life. That is why it so important that we maintain
these sites for nature and monitor their progress, as many
burial grounds become abandoned and forgotten about. Yet
for a lot of wildlife these sites, are havens, in among the buildup urban sprawl, they represent hope for much of the
wildness that has disappeared at the expense of man. Wild
flowers such as oxeye daises and mammals such as foxes
Vulpes vulpes and cubs, hedgehogs and bats all utilise the
cemetery.
Thus, as a result, it has deeply changed my relationship with
burial grounds. I now feel a stronger duty to record the life
that lives within them and to change people’s attitudes
towards burial grounds. For there are many stories that can
be found in cemeteries from their archaeological past, to their
current present state. The burial ground might be about the end, but I urge you look closer and find a
beginning. They are teaming with life!
I work part-time for a small secular charity called Caring for God’s Acre; our aim is to maintain burial grounds
for wildlife and build heritage. We have volunteer work parties that manage sites around the county and we offer sessions
on species identification, throughout the year from fungi to wild flowers. Next spring, volunteers will be laying tunnel
traps for hedgehogs and small mammals, such as mice (Muridae) and voles (Cricetidae). If you are keen to get involved
with the local ecology in your cemetery, then you can find out more details through the CFGA website here.
Ellie May Forrester
Follow Ellie May on Twitter as @elliemaywrites1
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Words & photos by Brian Hogbin

The garden of a property in suburban Oswestry that a member of my family has
recently bought was exceedingly overgrown after many years of neglect so we
planned to fully clear the vegetation. My 14 year old grandson Isaac, who was visiting
from Walthamstow, was helping us, and while picking up a large handful of cuttings due for
the trailer Isaac got pricked and dropped the bundle before
realising that within it,
was
a
rolled-up
hedgehog!
By this time the garden
was almost devoid of
cover, so the hedgehog
(Erincaeus
europaeus)
was taken into care. Its
weight was pretty good,
at 598 grams.
It was kept in an enclosure in a shed with a cardboard
box and towels with water and some food. By the next morning it had cleared all the
leaves and so on off its spines, which were clean.
Initially the food we gave it was hedgehog nuts and
dried meal worms and this was all eaten.

Hedgehog at time of rescue with
leaves and detritus on spines.
Below: the following day.

After keeping it safe for several days I wondered
what to do as it was not hibernating. The weather
had been very varied during the hog’s period of
captivity with heavy rain and gales at times
although temperatures were steady about 5 to
10°C, so its release was delayed for a day or two.
As the garden where it was found had
been cleared it was no longer suitable
Top and above: pre- and post-clearing of the
for release. By 28th November the
overgrown vegetation in the original garden.
weight had fallen to 574 grams. I
Below: the new location, note possible denning
evidently had given insufficient food
space under bungalow.
initially as the weight dropped, so the
volume of food we supplied was increased
and some extras added including, eventually,
dog food. By then it seemed to be going in the
right direction and by the 1st December it
weighed 587 grams.
I suddenly realised that I knew the owner of a
suitable garden which was very close to the
original one. As the night time weather was still
warm (5-10°C) although remaining wet and very
windy I thought that the second garden would be the
best place for him despite still being very slightly
under the ideal weight of 600 grams, so on 1st
December it was taken to the new location which has excellent cover and is almost
adjacent.

Foraging opportunities in and
around polytunnel and other
undisturbed corners!

The new home has marvelous wild patches but as an insurance, hedgehog nuts, dried
meal worms and some dog food have all been supplied after release (though the latter
had possibly not been tried the night before) with water also provided. We have since
been advised to cut out the mealworms as the latest thinking is that they are not good
for hedgehogs although they do love them!
Brian Hogbin
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Being inspired by the world’s first broadcasting naturalist

by Ric Morris

November 2018 saw the 75th anniversary of the sudden and premature death of George Bramwell Evens, better
known to many radio listeners of the 1930s and ‘40s as Romany of the BBC. An evidently charismatic and multitalented man, he was an ordained minister in the Methodist Church, a naturalist, journalist, photographer, public
speaker, author and scriptwriter. He was of true Romany Gipsy heritage, his grandparents having been travellers up
and down the Welsh Marches and, most publicly, he was a much loved broadcaster on the BBC Home Service (the
precursor to Radio 4); he was a regular on Children’s Hour for ten years.
Since only one of the numerous Romany broadcasts was ever recorded, you
would have to be around eighty years old to stand a chance of even
remembering hearing his programmes. However he still has his devotees;
his broadcasts made a lasting impression on several great naturalists of the
mid and late 20th century, including David Bellamy (born 1933) and David
Attenborough (born 1926). The sports and birdwatching writer Simon
Barnes (born 1951) is quoted as having been inspired in his love of nature
by the Romany books; his father, (a television producer and actor) was
said to have enjoyed the broadcasts. Terry Waite (born 1939) is Patron of
the Romany Society, while Ben Watt (born 1962) musician, DJ, author and
broadcaster, formerly of the pop duo Everything but the Girl, is Evens’
grandson. So, how have I (born 1956) come to a love of Romany’s work?
Well, simply because my dad (Cecil, born 1906) read one of the Romany
books to me as a very small child; Out With Romany was first published in
1937, and the copy that we shared (which I still have), is a battered 1949
reprint, so, although we never discussed it, I’d speculate that my dad had
purchased the book as an adult because the subject matter interested him.

Cecil Morris, circa
1916.
Born 1906;
an Edwardian child
but
perhaps
a
Romany fan in later
life?

It is often said that Romany was the world’s first broadcasting naturalist. Two radio stations
began limited transmissions in 1922 and one, call-sign 2LO became part of the British
Broadcasting Company in 1923, gaining its Royal Charter in 1927 when it became a
George Bramwell Evens, aka
Corporation. It’s known that Evens heard an early radio broadcast in September 1923 at a
Romany, aged 48, in about 1932.
friend’s farm in the Lake District and after stepping outside, in the words of the Romany
Photo by Rennie Woods
Society website: “It was then that, outside among the country sounds, he uttered a
prophecy which he himself later did so much to fulfil, namely – ‘Perhaps in the years to come
we shall not only be able to listen to the sounds of the town , but town-dwellers may be able to listen to these beautiful
sounds too’.” Eight years elapsed between that shaky startup broadcast and his first nature broadcast commissions in
1931 (his Romany broadcasts began in 1933); years filled by Evens’ Methodist preaching and ministry, his voluntary
work as a Scoutmaster, nature photography and lecturing, his weekly nature columns for the Huddersfield Examiner and
other newspapers, and finally his earliest Romany books. It seems perhaps unlikely that no natural
history themed programmes at all were transmitted by the BBC during that era, although for the claim
to be made, it would suggest that there was indeed no regular broadcaster on the subject. It would
therefore take a good deal of research to deny his premier status in radio history.
Romany’s broadcasts were made live, from the BBC’s Manchester studios. It seems that the scripts
were written and typed up in advance; by the early war years, they were even required to be cleared
in advance by the censor. However scripts were either reasonably sketchy, or perhaps seldom strictly
adhered to, allowing a good deal of flexibility on Evens’ part and that of his radio co-stars, ‘Muriel’ and
‘Doris’. Although adults, these ladies played the part of children who had befriended the Romany
character and who, during the 30 minute programme, roamed the fields, woods and hills with him
and his faithful spaniel Raq, spotting, being taught and learning about nature together. It seems that
the girls’ role was broadly to question Romany about birds or mammals in the script and often
with Raq in the studio, he would use the script as a starting point and then improvise as
Among several dogs owned
by Evens over the years were
necessary. The conversations were faded in and out at the start and close of the programmes
a string of Springer spaniels,
to give the impression of being overheard out-of-doors. Despite the very minimal sound effects,
all named Raq; a Romany
such was the power of listeners’ imaginations that the audiences firmly believed that the
word for ‘beloved dog’.
conversations were indeed transmitted from countryside locations, though it was unlikely that
the technology of the day would have permitted regular outside broadcasting at that time.
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Sketch artworks on this page by Reginald Gammon
(1894-1997) from Out With Romany (1937)

Reading Evens’ Romany books now, it’s interesting to note a change in the author’s apparent expertise over the
years. His earliest book, A Romany in the Fields (published in 1929, during his nature journalism era but
predating his first radio broadcasts) self-portrays him as a somewhat naïve, domesticated character, having a
joke with his wife before leaving the house with Raq, meeting, questioning and listening to countryside
characters such as farmers, postmen and gamekeepers for their wisdom, and often making inaccurate
suggestions which require correction and clarification from his friends. It may be that this is an author’s tactic,
to be seen to draw the characters out and to depict them as the true keepers of countryside wisdom. In any
event, by the appearance of Out with Romany in 1937, Evens’ Romany becomes completely confident, a font of
natural history knowledge which he is keen to pass on to his young protégés.
So back to my father’s book, Out With Romany. This describes the
fictionalized lifestyle of the author Evens in his Romany persona, travelling in
a vardo, or horse drawn gipsy wagon, pulled by his horse Comma and
accompanied by his faithful spaniel Raq. There is no mention of his day job
as a minister, no mention of his wife Eunice, although they remained very
happily married from 1911 until his death. The whole picture is that of an
idealised gipsy character, entirely in touch with the
natural world. Romany evidently travels all over,
but from time to time returns to a particular farm where he is
evidently welcome, and takes rambles in the nearby fields and
woods with Raq and Tim, the farmer’s young son. The book is
divided into three sections, whereby Romany teaches Tim the
fieldcraft skills to track and observe three then-common mammals,
Hotchi the hedgehog, Smut the hare, and Flash the fox. Sections
of other books focus on different mammals; Nick the weasel, Shad
and Silver the badgers, Sleek the otter, Billy the squirrel
“I saw a hare attack a stoat once.
(hopefully a red!) There are birds; Pete and Prue the
And the last kick she gave him
partridges, Falk the merlin, Lank the heron… even a fish is featured as Rick the
knocked him flying, kicked all the
stickleback (how disappointing!)

breath out of him, so that he slunk
away into a wall. His ribs would be

Despite the animals being named, it is just to identify them as individuals. There is no
sore for many a day”: Romany
anthropomorphism in the Romany books; they are all about encouraging observation
and tracking, and practical teaching of the habits of the species described. The books are also very
simply written, without a hint of the somewhat patronizing tone we find in much children’s literature
of the era. I suppose that given his broadcasting fan-base Evens certainly wrote the books with
young people in mind, but they are also eminently readable and suitable for adults (certainly for
my father, and now, me!), showing a deep understanding of the countryside, a true love of the
wildlife, a distaste for the cruelty involved in many aspects of gamekeeping and hunting.
The only surviving Romany broadcast was recorded just six weeks before his death. Listening to
it now, it’s easy to see how his warm, charismatic voice and casual, unforced delivery must have
attracted a huge following from people of all backgrounds. He sounds modern, yet timeless, in
contrast with the received pronunciation of most BBC announcers of the day. Oddly, it is his
companions Muriel and Doris who come over less well in the 21st century, with their educated,
plummy voices, sounding quite unlike any children likely to have been permitted to
associate with a Romany Gipsy! A CD has been commercially released, available from the
Romany Society website and there is also a short audio appreciation clip on the BBC
website, here.
Ric Morris… Follow Ric on Twitter as @Skull_Bloke

These two disturbing
images left a particularly
strong impression on me
as a child.

Further reading:
Selected work:
A Romany in the Fields (1929) G. Bramwell Evens. Epworth Press, London.
Out with Romany (1937) G. Bramwell Evens. University of London Press Ltd, London.
Biography:
Through the Years with Romany (1946) Eunice Evens. University of London Press Ltd, London.
Website:
The Romany Society romanysociety.org.uk/wp/ Individual membership subs £9 p.a.; renewable 1 st May.
Recording:
Romany: The Lost Half Hour (recorded 1943, released 2014) Valley Stream Productions.
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please
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Until a month ago, I’d never seen a fox in Much Wenlock. I was sure that the only fox in town was The Fox
pub (not my favourite by the way, I much prefer the George & Dragon not least because I’m now the joint
licensee!) In fact, I was convinced that foxes kept their distance from the town centre because our garden
free-roaming chickens had never had a visit in our 7 years of living here. So, when, on a misty morning in late November,
I thought I caught a glimpse of the bushy back-end of Vulpes vulpes as I turned out of my drive I thought I was mistaken.
I’d had a late night in the George & Dragon and presumed I was still a bit bleary-eyed (note to self – take more water
with it next time).
It caught my imagination though and so my fox radar was primed and ready. Might there be a regular foxy visitor or
two? Roll on a week, and I was experimenting with star trail photography in the grounds of the beautiful Church of the
Holy Trinity right in the middle of town. Star trail photos take a few hours to build and so anything moving in front of
the camera can leave a ghostly impression. I’d set up and left the camera overnight to do its stuff, then checking the
image over my porridge I spotted a red, unmistakeably fox-shaped blur sitting on and by the side of the crypts in the
graveyard. Bingo!
Zooming in on my star
trail image showed
exciting signs of fox
activity!
Leaving some dog
food
and
my
camera trap out
most nights since
has been really
informative.
Not
only
does
the
graveyard get one
visitor (at 4am on
the dot most nights), I’ve been able
to identify at least three different
individual foxes from their markings
and have seen two at the same time,
twice.
I’ll continue to monitor
activity
and
experiment
with
different camera setups.
I can’t
imagine that these are ‘urban’ foxes
adapted to live in the town, but more
likely country visitors looking for an
easy meal but as I’ve been wrong
once; I could well be wrong again!

Left: Cropped framegrabs from
the numerous clips I’ve obtained
during December.

Robin Bennett

Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
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That’s the year all boxed up!

by Dave Lewis

It’s been a funny old year – full of ups and down like most; some wonderful highlights (like becoming a
grandad) and some dismal lowlights (getting a leaking pipe flood in house on the run up to Christmas). On
the mammal watching lark, we’ve had some great news from Stuart regarding the pine martens (Martes
martes) and we’ve had confirmed occurrence of water voles (Arvicola amphibius) in the Clun valley. The PMs, however,
are continually reluctant to grace my camera-traps with their presence (FX: a resigned guttural Hmmm) – but like all
enhanced efforts, the rewards are never quite what you expect and are invariably interesting.
I’ve had some (what I consider to be) excellent otter footage from my local
river; I’m steadily narrowing down the location to deploy the Big Camera and
kit to show the site at its best; I might even venture an All-Nighter at some
point in the New Year (a resolution or what?) All in the pursuit to getting some
really decent footage. Other records (dutifully submitted to
Lorcan, bless ‘im) include some class vixen (Vulpes vulpes) clips
and stills in a Clunton Coppice hotspot that has seen other
mustelids in abundance. And squirrels… Oh, the squirrels, the
squirrels, the squirrels…

Left: Mostela by Jeroen Mos;
above by Dave Lewis

So with a rather unexpected but fortunate
extra donation in the Autumn to the trailcamera hoard, I decided to build a Mostela
box.
There’s a few design variations
available, but they all do the same thing;
your trail-camera is at one end of a box,
the other end has side holes and a pipe
which allows little wee beasties to enter
and exit the box, having been drawn in
there by some enticement. Like other
enthusiasts,
I
had
to
add
a
supplementary lens for shorter focus.
Now one thing that really irritates me
is the white eye reflections you get
from the IR illumination, so I’ve
constructed a split 45 degree diverted
lighting cap to fit over the light. This
then produces IR lighting on two sides,
and off-centre; so! No white-eye! At
the time of writing the Mostela box is
complete, but has yet to be deployed;
it will be by the time this is published. I’ve also
added a food-cage in the roof-space so the wee
beasties have to expose any bib markings to get
at it.

This time last year, the landscape was heavily laden with blankets of snow; the current paucity of the white stuff has left
me with a hole in my photo-bagging! I had plans- PLANS, d’ya hear me! So these have all been put on hold again;
visits to specific sites have been put on hold again! - and now we’ve got the run-up to and the actual Yule celebrations
disrupting the works. The dogs still need walking, whether it’s Christmas Day or Doomsday and the forests and woods
are getting a full quota of rain to keep them sweet with the beautiful lichens and liverworts all nice and green. The only
obvious mammal activity is the slow-down and torpor for the winter season. I even find myself taking more siestas
these days! Perhaps things will wake up in the spring; I hope I do. Merry Christmas folks; hope you’ve all been good
boys and girls, and the very best of good wishes for the New Year.
Dave Lewis
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
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by Ric Morris

Shropshire Mammal Group was founded in 2009 with the aim of gathering records for eventual publication
of a County Mammal Atlas. It’s fair to say that this ambition has waxed and waned a little over the nine years
of the group’s life, but with new determination, and as announced in the previous Newsletter, an open meeting
was held at the New Inn, Hook-a-Gate near Shrewsbury on Saturday 3rd November to drive this forward with
renewed vigour. Five committee members and five ordinary group members gathered in the pub; decisions were made
(the Atlas will be online rather than being an expensive, soon-to-be-obsolete hard copy publication; it will include some
tracks, scats and skull images to assist ID of mammal signs) and after a sumptuous light lunch of sandwiches, finger
food and chips, the day rounded off with a walk in some nearby un-grazed fields where records of badger, rabbit, bank
vole, field vole, wood mouse and mole were gathered. On the way home, I also spotted an unfortunately squashed
roadkill grey squirrel nearby!
Right: The chips, as promised!
Below: Lorcán and his spaniel
Luna turn up a dead buzzard
for Ric. Lovely!

See Events page for
our next meeting!

The Atlas meeting crew (except Tris who couldn’t stay for it all): Peta
Marshall, Malcolm Monie, Tracey Lloyd, Carrie-Ann Goodchild, Dave Lewis,
Steve Butler, Lorcán Adrain and seated in front, John Turford. Photo by Ric
with Malcolm’s iPhone.

Ric Morris

Dave setting a cam trap; signs of field vole activity; a badger-dug wasp’s nest; Dave’s enthusiastic Facebook post.
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Mammal Eyewitness: Ludlow otter!

by Robin Bennett

Four years ago, when I took over as editor of the SMG Newsletter for Issue 21, and began publishing encounter
stories under the Mammal Eyewitness banner, the first story I ran was about the otters in Shrewsbury town
centre. Great to know that they’ve been back in Bridgnorth, Ironbridge and Clun since, and now Ludlow. The
Shrewsbury sightings certainly weren’t isolated incident for Shropshire’s river towns! Ric
Seeing some amazing ‘Ludlow otter with salmon’ photos on Facebook back in November (including Steve Stankey’s
images in the Shropshire Star here (for those of you reading hard copy printouts of the Newsletter just search the Star
site for ‘Otter catch Ludlow’) prompted me to spend a couple of cold early mornings down by Mill Street weir to see what
I could see. The first trip, with Andy Fusek Peters joining me to take his mind off recovering from surgery, wasn’t hugely
productive although a heron posed for us and we had a fabulous mid-morning cake & coffee with Mike Dunlevy in
CSONS/The Green Café. So not all bad!
A trip later in the week started with the same scene. The heron was there as before and was joined, briefly, by a
cormorant, but otherwise all was quiet. Then a dipper appeared, completely
unexpectedly, and was a real delight. First
of all, it investigated the area around the
heron, and then did me the honour of
hopping up onto the railing just in front of
me!
I have never seen a dipper do this before.
What a view! It stayed for a few minutes,
turning this way and that, and really showed
off. I know this is the mammal Newsletter
but a dipper is always newsworthy in my
book!
The dipper left and so did my hopes of seeing an otter, until a local popped down to
have a chat and told me that he’d seen the otter most days that week. He said a
good sign was the heron backing away up the weir or flying off suddenly and, in his
opinion, it was worth hanging around a bit longer. Mind you, he was heading back
to his warm front room and not freezing to death sitting and waiting… He was right
though. In the middle of phoning my wife Catherine to say I was frozen solid and
heading home, the heron alerted, walked backwards up the weir and then shot off.
An otter then appeared towards the far bank, appearing in and out of the bubbling
waters! It always stayed the far side (the ‘Bread Walk’ side of the river) and, to begin
with, the men working on the new fish ladder didn’t spot it, but then walkers on the
path started pointing and soon all work
ground to a halt.

Unspotted
otter…
There it
is, guys!

Altogether, the otter staying for ten
minutes or more, fishing in and around
the weir pool and islands. Talking to folk
in the Green Café later, they said that
Mill Street weir had been a particularly
good spot this year and it had rarely shown down at Dinham. I’ve not had time to go back
since but might be worth a trip if you have always wanted to see an otter but haven’t yet been successful. Either
end of Mill Street weir is worth a go – best of luck!
Robin Bennett

Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
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Sweden, its mammals and all the smelly evidence

by Andrew Barratt

In Autumn 2018, I started another adventure and moved to Uppsala Sweden; I am here to do my Master’s
degree. I have written for the Newsletter before, but for those who don’t know me I am Andrew Barrett, a recent
graduate from Harper Adams University; a long-time lover of nature, of adventures and all things mammal!
Sweden has many attractions for someone like myself. I am here for my education, and
my subject area is ecology. Specifically I am focusing on animal behaviour with an interest
in mammalian predators; Mustelids and Canids are my bag but I’ll play with anything that
can bite me! If you check out the terrestrial mammal list for the UK we are a bit thin on
the ground for large predators, though it is improving with the increase of pine martens
Martes martes and the spread of otters Lutra lutra in our rivers. In
comparison Sweden’s predatory fauna is somewhat more
extensive. With four Canidae and eight Mustelidae to start, then
add the lynx Lynx lynx and the bear Ursus arctos to the full Swedish
list, it is somewhat exciting and for my intended research this is a
very useful situation to have.

European brown bear (a long
way from Sweden) on the
Finland border with Russia.
Pic: Ric

Sweden is also beautiful, it has a large amount of nature and it is
available to all! Swedish laws depict how important the nature is to
the Swedes, they have written into their laws Allemansrätten which translates roughly as ‘all
mans the right’ but actually means ‘Outdoor Access Rights’ or ‘Public Right to Access’. This
important right of access gives Swedes the right to explore and enjoy nature almost anywhere
that is not disturbing private residents and without damaging wildlife. This includes hiking, skiing,
kayaking and camping with a small open fire! So I have taken advantage of this freedom and
had a couple of small adventures.
In early October, the weekend before the elk season began, I
took the train north to Florana Nature Reserve where recent
wolf Canis lupus signs had been spotted. I cycled and hiked some way
into the reserve to an open cabin left for hikers to use should the need
arise. I didn’t see any signs of wolf unfortunately but I did spot this
very orange fox Vulpes vulpes dung and some Eurasian elk Alces alces,
a cow and last year’s calf I suspect by the size, hidden safely within the
boundaries of the reserve. The wolf signs are reported on the eastern side of the
reserve and I was on the western edge, though my first opportunity to start discovering
the Swedish predators was close at hand.

Campfire by Lake
Ereken, east of
Uppsala.
An example of
Allemansrätten!

Two of my local contacts, Emil Nilsson from Biotopia (a natural
history museum and education centre in Uppsala) and Per Axel from
Svenska Rovdjursföreningen (aka the Swedish Carnivore
Association, similar to a mammal group or society but
specifically interested in the large predators) organised a trip
to Glamsen Nature reserve on 1st
December. Glamsden is a forested area
less than an hour
Wolf prints are over
by train north of
9cm in length with
Uppsala with a
four distinct toes
known wolf pack.
and a rear pad. A
We hiked 7km in
single print is not
a circular route
enough to identify
following
main
wolves, so the gait
paths
in
the
and stride should be
reserve, and with
measured to get a
the enthusiastic eyes of a
better
idea
for
child scouting ahead we
confirmation.
saw many prints and

Ginger fox droppings in
Forlarna Nature Reserve.

Wolf scat found in Glamsen reserve,
fresh and rather rich in bouquet.
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droppings. Within Sweden the wolves occur in family groups and you don’t tend to find
many strangers within a pack. Only the breeding pair of wolves is allowed to defecate
on paths and notable areas as these are clear signals marking the territory, the cubs
and juveniles are more discreet.
This fantastic day out allowed me to get to meet some of the local Swedish people
interested in large predators and practice my tracking skills. Of course within wolf
territory you are likely to see much more than just the signs of wolves.
These areas that support the wolf pack are biodiverse and home to
many animals, we saw elk tracks, boar Sus scrofa signs, wolf tracks
and droppings, fox and dog signs which made for an on the spot lesson
in the difficulties of identifying these canids and there was a constant
sound of bird song.
Going forward I hope to spend some time this winter using the snow
cover to track lynx and wolves in the Uppland area; camera
traps recently became legal to use in Sweden with
Andrew may have been a little too modest to mention
landowner permission so I will be aiming to deploy them,
this, but when I clicked his supplied hyperlink to the
Biotopia website I found this! He’s evidently doing a
and honing my tracking skills to follow the stories of these
little outreach teaching for the centre and will deliver
magnificent animals’ day to day lives.
Finally, and just to show off, in my excitement to start my
next module of animal behaviour in the new year; check out
my lab coat!!

the show several times over the holiday season. So
if you’re at a loose end in Uppsala anytime soon, you
know where to go! Ric

Andrew Barrett
Follow Andrew on Twitter as @ecobarrett

Secret Lives

Previously published on The Wildlife Trusts website

by Stuart Edmunds
with contributions from Sarah Gibson

Crop of the header used for Stu’s story on
The Wildlife Trusts’ website. Photo credited
to Terry Whittaker/2020VISION

A long, bushy tail was the first thing I saw. Fox? It leapt a light hop, so I knew my
guess was wrong. With an agile jump it dashed vertically up a Scots pine tree,
vanishing into the canopy. Pine marten! That fleeting glimpse in the Highlands, at
the age of eight, sparked a passion for these elusive creatures that has never left
me.
Since that sighting thirty years ago, pine martens have
done surprisingly well in Scotland, spreading north-east to
Aberdeenshire from their stronghold in the Great Glen and
south-west beyond Glasgow. It is now estimated that the Scottish population
numbers over four thousand, thanks to an abundance of food and suitable habitat. The story
is not so positive in England and Wales. These large members of the mustelid family, which
includes badgers and weasels, were once common when England was covered in forest, but
as our woodland cover has decreased, so too have marten numbers. Viewed as a pest by
gamekeepers and valued for their thick fur, pine martens were hunted to the verge of
extinction in Wales and have been presumed extinct in England since the 1950s.
In Shropshire, my home county, there had been occasional reports of pine martens over the years, none of which
had been substantiated. My favourite mammal, everyone assured me, was long gone from the county. Still, I refused
to give up hope. This most secretive of creatures was, I reckoned, quite capable of eluding people. Was there a
possibility they might be silently going about their lives in the darkness of Shropshire’s woods and forests?
I decided to check out those old, rejected records, co-ordinating a six-year survey with a group of loyal volunteers.
We scoured the areas indicated by the sightings, searching for road kill martens, footprints in mud and most
importantly, pine marten scat. The mission to find marten scat consumed me for a number of years, to the point
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
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From Mammals of the Countryside by Maurice Burton,
published 1960

Stuart’s piece has been judged runner-up in The Wildlife Trusts Storytelling Competition 2018! Read the winning
story here and the shortlisted piece here.
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that the number of scats being stored in my fridge-freezer began to cause tensions with my girlfriend. People told me
to stop wasting my time and do something useful. The relationship ended but the pine marten survey went on. I hired
a trained scat detection dog three times to increase the probability of finding positive evidence. Further expense was
ploughed into the purchase of numerous camera traps, which required weekly checks. Appeal posters in south Shropshire
and on TV led to a few more unverifiable reports. Doubt crept in: it was looking increasingly likely that my hunch had
been wrong and pine martens simply did not exist in the county.

Top: the first Shropshire pine marten photo
Pic: Dave Pearce. Right: early cam trap framegrabs

So, when on a Monday morning in July 2015 I received a
message that a photographer had seen a pine marten in
Shropshire, I was sceptical. Yet another polecat, I thought, or
perhaps a mink or domestic cat. Two days later, I came across
an email waiting in my inbox, with the unlikely title ‘Pine Marten
photo’. It will be someone’s pet ferret, I told myself.
Opening the attachment a shiver went
down my spine: at full stretch, running
through the trees was a dark-furred
mustelid with a white bib. Here, at last,
was
unmistakeable
proof
of
a
Shropshire pine marten.
Within hours, I was on my way to the
secret location and deploying camera traps,
hardly expecting the animal still to be
around. But what I saw on the footage five
days later was even more extraordinary
that the initial photo: not one, but two
martens: an adult female and a juvenile.
The significance of this discovery was
massive.
Here was the first
irrefutable evidence of pine martens
living in Shropshire for over a century
and the first in England for more than
fifty years.
Six national papers
covered the story and it made
national television and radio headlines.
Since those heady days following the discovery, we have
recorded numerous brief moments in the lives of Shropshire’s
martens: bounding over fallen trees, sniffing among leaves,
eyes shining bright in the black and white footage. Nine
individuals have been identified by their distinctive bib patterns
and size within the study area. Pine martens are now an
integral part of my work at Shropshire Wildlife Trust. A funding
appeal enabled me to keep the project going, giving me the
chance to talk to local woodland owners and encourage them
to put up den boxes and manage their woods for martens.

For those of you who are not SWT members, this extract from the
Winter magazine sent to the Trust’s members has a rare account
by Dave Pearce who took the original photograph and who still
works on the Pine Marten Project with Stuart.

I have seen martens twice in Shropshire now; just for fleeting glimpses as they dashed through the undergrowth and to
the top of a huge pine tree. That’s two sightings for a combined six seconds in three and a half years years of spending
a day a week in their territory.
But it isn’t necessarily spotting the martens that excites me ; it is more the knowledge that as I walk the woods of south
Shropshire- the place I have wandered for over 35 years- I am walking in the realm of the pine marten on my own
doorstep. It really adds to the sense that incredibly, we still have areas wild enough to support these most secretive of
animals.
Stuart Edmunds
Follow Stuart on Twitter as @PinemartensUK
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Researchers believe we may be about to witness a sharp decline of UK hare Lepus spp populations.
Myxomatosis and other diseases have now transferred from rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus to hares. This actually
started a few years ago, but has been gathering pace across Europe and the UK, culminating in widespread deaths of
hares across the UK, from East Anglia, to Scotland to south-west England and Wales. The first cases in Wiltshire were
reported in October. Hopefully it won’t result in such dramatic losses, but it is important that the situation is monitored
across the UK.

Since more than one virus is involved, observers may encounter dead or dying
hares exhibiting a range of symptoms, including the bulging eyes and bleeding
characteristic of Myxomatosis to a wide range of other symptoms seen in the
haemorrhagic disease (including looking apparently perfectly healthy to
bleeding from the eyes and orifices, and lethargy). The team at the UEA is
keen to receive carcasses of hares for post-mortem and analyses to confirm
which viral infection is involved.

Young rabbit with myxomatosis.
Pic: Stubeanz on zoochat.com

Wiltshire Mammal Group is therefore asking anyone seeing a freshly dead hare to record
the date, its location and grid reference, and to photograph the entire animal; especially
around the head and bottom. Dr Diana Bell at the University of East Anglia has recently
been studying the impacts of diseases on rabbit populations, including myxomatosis and
strains of haemorrhagic disease and will be happy to receive the reports and photographs via
email to d.bell@uea.ac.uk.

Dr Bell said: “The death of any animal is obviously distressing but we’re asking people to try and photograph these hares
to help us understand what is happening. Getting good images and the actual bodies of these hares, along with their
exact location, is crucial for us to rule out or identify possible diseases. Any dead animals should be double-bagged
using gloves and where possible put into a freezer for collection”.
Note: it’s not clear whether the
UEA is in a position to arrange
Wiltshire is an important UK stronghold for
to collect hare carcasses from
brown hares; the recently-published Mammals
Shropshire.
in Wiltshire (Second Edition) demonstrates that
they are widely-spread in the county and indeed
are more frequently recorded than rabbits. In fact, rabbits have
declined rapidly in recent years in response to different strains of
rabbit haemorrhagic disease. There is also no closed season for
hares, which means that they can be shot legally at any time of
the year, including during breeding season. Illegal hare coursing
is also still prevalent in both Wiltshire and Shropshire.
Please be aware; this is incredibly serious for the UK’s brown hare
populations (it’s not yet known what the impact may be upon
mountain hare Lepus timidus populations), and it is likely to result
in a massive reduction in hare numbers. In a county such as
Wiltshire, this will be especially noticeable where hares are normally so frequently seen. In parts of
East Anglia, the impact upon hare populations is expected to be so significant that some shooting estates have ceased
all shooting of hares (for either sport, pest control or eating) in order to support populations as much as possible.
Gareth Harris

Dr Bell. Pic: University of East Anglia

In October 2018 Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Norfolk Wildlife Trust initiated a partnership project with the University of East
Anglia to study a series of mysterious hare deaths in the East Anglia region. In promoting this work on TV, radio and
the press, UEA have received reports of large numbers of hare deaths from across the UK (including south-west England,
Wales and Scotland). Post mortems indicate that several viruses are involved including hares dying with symptoms
characteristic of myxomatosis in rabbits. The reports indicate that these infections are spreading throughout the national
brown hare Lepus europaeus population, and that spread is rapid.
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Pic: Ric

A healthy brown hare in Shropshire.
Pic: Andrew Fusek Peters
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compiled by SMG Committee Members

Owl Pellet Detectives

with Cath Price

When? Sunday 6th January 2019: two sessions 1000-1200 hrs; 1400-1600 hrs
Where? Wood Lane Nature Reserve, South of Ellesmere on the Colemere Road, Ellesmere, SY12 0HY
Description: Hands on owl pellet dissection: learn about owls, the small mammals that they eat and what this
tells us about the environment. A Shropshire Wildlife Trust event
Info: £5 per attendee; indoor event suitable for children, booking essential via SWT Events page website.

Shropshire Mammal Group Mammal Atlas meeting and walk
with SMG Committee & Atlas working group members

When? Saturday 12th January 2019, 1030 hrs – maybe 1530 hrs
Where? Café area, Birchmeadow Community Centre, Birchmeadow Road, Broseley TF12 5LP
Description: Shropshire Mammal Group’s Committee has planned a second open meeting
to review progress of collection of our mammal records and to continue discussion of the
*Look for mini roundabout at top of High St &
Shropshire Mammal Atlas. Tea, coffee & snacks provided; the Haycop Conservation area
turn towards Pipe Museum. Access to centre is
is only a few minutes walk if you wish to explore. Lunches available at local pubs and
via a single width lane on right- easy to miss!
cafés.
Be alert for turning approx. 100 metres from
Info: Please text Ric on 07803 132736, call Malcolm on 01948 663069 or reply to the
High St. Free parking.
email circulated to members

Russian Bears at the Finnish Line

with Ric Morris

When? Wednesday 16th January 2019, 1930 hrs
Where? Hightown Community Room, Clun, Shropshire, SY7 8JG
Description: Fascinating glimpses of Europe’s largest predator, wild brown bears Ursus arctos, in the
midnight sun-lit forests on Finland’s eastern border.
A Shropshire Wildlife Trust Clun & Bishops Castle Branch event
Info: £3 for SWT members; £4 for non-members, students and children free.
Contact Mary Eminson, 01588 640921 or email swtclun@gmail.com

Shropshire Mammal Group Annual General Meeting

No chips available!

When? Saturday 2nd February 2019 1000 hrs for 1030 hrs.
But there may be cake.
Where? FSC Preston Montford, Preston Montford Lane, near Shrewsbury SY4 1DX
Description: A short business meeting with appointment of new SMG Committee members will
be followed by a presentation entitled An introduction to large terrestrial mammal tracking by Alastair Hughes-Roden (right),
author of a major mammal tracking article in the Autumn 2018 Newsletter! Not to be missed!
Info: Free to attend; all welcome.

Otters in Shropshire

with Stuart Edmunds
When? Monday 4th March 2019 1930 hrs.
Where? Bridgnorth Library, Listley Street, Bridgnorth,, WV16 4AW
Description: Stuart Edmunds will give an update on the otter population in Shropshire.
A Shropshire Wildlife Trust Bridgnorth Branch event
Otter pic: Tim Preston
Info: £3 for SWT members; £4 for non-members.

And Finally…

SMG Secretary Clare Jowett had a surprise when a tailless grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis first
started appearing on her camera traps in summer 2017. To Clare’s surprise ‘Stumpy’ is still around,
15 months later! She says: “I had supposed that the absence of a tail would be a hindrance, but it
appears to be managing just fine without it. The tail of a squirrel is said to assist in balance when
they are leaping through the trees but I have seen Stumpy high up in the trees. The tail is also said
to assist in temperature regulation; both as a means of keeping warm, and of keeping cool. Stumpy did fine without a tail throughout the cold
winter, and the hot summer. The other main function of the tail is communication; they often flick their tails when alarmed, or when approaching
other squirrels. As it is so distinctive, I can see which parts of the garden Stumpy uses. It has shown up on camera traps over 250m apart so has
quite a large territory, but this does not extend to the furthest reaches of our garden. The life span of grey squirrels in the wild is reported at
around 3-4 years so it will be interesting to see how long Stumpy is around”.
Here’s the very latest of Robin’s fox churchyard framegrabs. He says: “PS I’ve asked Father
Christmas for a trigger for my ‘big camera’ so looking forward to getting some better quality shots
in the New Year! Happy Christmas!”

A final big thank you to all the faithful contributors who have sent great articles to enable me to bring this issue to you on time!
So the next Newsletter issue is due just before Brexit! Oh crikey! But you know what I’m going to say; please keep sending your
records in to Lorcán Adrain; his contact details are on the foot of each page. And why don’t YOU write me something for SMGN38! You
know it makes sense! Get scribing!
Cheers, Ric Morris
Follow us on Facebook: our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
Our website is https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/ and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please

