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…at last, to Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter 43! 
 
A massive thank-you is due to all you lovely Shropshire Mammal 

Group members for patiently waiting on the late arrival of this 
newsletter.  Lockdown has changed so many of our habits and my own personal 
circumstances have been no exception.  A huge amount of my mental and 
physical energy since the publication of the Spring Newsletter has been devoted 
to helping out with a friend’s market business due to the self-isolating 
unavailability of his regular staff, and in my down-time… well, I hesitate to use 
the word ‘lazy’, but ‘resting due to indolence’ could be a reasonable substitute.  
As a result of the late arrival of this newsletter and subject to future available 
material, we will reschedule the publication dates for the rest of the year as 
follows:  the Autumn newsletter SMGN44 will be published in mid November 
and the Winter newsletter SMGN45 in January 2021.  Then we should be on 

track to return to normal publication dates in March, June, September and 
December 2021. 
 
Anyway!  I’d never have imagined when I wrote that casual line about recording 
a weasel hunting on the rockery in the And Finally… spot in the Spring 
Newsletter, that over the Easter weekend almost the exact scenario would take 
place in the garden of a near neighbour, Jan Morgan-Birtles.  Jan is also a Friday 
market friend and colleague and ‘her weasel’ has not only been the subject of 
much cheeky between-stall banter but has also helped to set the tenuous 
Mustelids under Lockdown theme for this issue.  Other weasels-in-the-wider-
sense featured in this issue include Robin Bennett’s friend Helen’s badgers, a 
Mammal Society mystery corpse, Kate Long’s hunting stoat, and several more 

pieces derived from Facebook and Twitter threads.  Stuart Edmunds’s Greatest 
Tweets compilation continues, and we welcome back the ever-reliable Dave 
Lewis with his account of his lockdown projects.  My SWT colleague Alec 
Connah describes a private viewing of an intriguing bat skeleton, we have 
Malcolm’s Page, a personal review of rechargeable batteries from Brian Hogbin 
and we’re also really pleased to showcase some wonderful deer and fox 
photography from our talented committee member, Tris Pearce. 
 

If the great articles in this issue have inspired you, it’s never too early to think 

about contributing to the next SMG Newsletter in any way you can (hurry 
hurry hurry!)  If you have an article idea, get in touch as soon as you like, via 
the usual channels.  Don’t hold back / Get scribing / you know it makes sense!  

Look out for your next SMG Newsletter in your mailbox during November, all 
being well; meanwhile, take care, stay safe, look after loved ones.  I 
hope I’ll see you someday soon. 

Ric Morris   ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk 
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WELCOME…! 

Issue 43:  Summer 2020 

 

 

Are you a naturalist of ‘a certain age’?  Were you inspired by 

classic or contemporary nature writers or even the early 

black and white telly naturalists?  Maybe a family member 

or a teacher inspired you first-hand; perhaps you love the 

mammal content of Autumnwatch or the latest state of the 

art Attenborough blockbusters (his appeal spans all ages, to 

be fair!)  Whatever it is, the upcoming Autumn Newsletter 

SMGN44, already underway, is shaping up to have 

something of a retro-historical mammalogist theme… unless 

you, the members, prefer to supply some more 

contemporary content?  As you know I’m flexible enough to 

accommodate any fine material that members submit.  But 

I’m planning to review some assorted 19th and early 20th 

century mammal literature available online and elsewhere; 

plus there’ll be the usual nostalgic dips into classic 

Tunnicliffe illustrations and 1960s Brooke Bond tea cards.  

Up for this?  Of course you are!  Get scribing!               Ric 

 

 

 

 

 

Ric 

The usual disclaimer applies- the opinions expressed in the SMG Newsletter are those of the individual contributors, not necessarily the views of the SMG, unless stated to be so. 

Special Mustelids Under Lockdown issue! 
Garden weasel!  Drainpipe stoat!  Heron weasel!  Hunting stoats!  Sex weasels! 

Nestbox weasel!  Pulp weasels!  Lockdown badgers!  Mystery marten! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.mammal.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0079t1p


Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter   Issue 43                     Summer 2020 

Follow us on Facebook:  our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/ 
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/ 
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/ 
Our website is  https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/   and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals 
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com 
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please 

The last few months have been a difficult time and I hope that all our members have coped ok during the 
Covid-19 crisis.  Lockdown has had a huge impact on our plans to run monitoring schemes during the spring, 
but restrictions come and go, and it’s still hard to make plans for the rest of the year.  Collection of mammal 
records continues to be a priority, so please do keep sending them to Lorcán.  All records collected help us to build a 

better picture of the current distribution of mammals in Shropshire and increase the number of records that we can add 
to the maps to our Shropshire Mammal Atlas. 
 
As in recent years, my mammal recording has 
been limited mostly to camera trapping and I 
have recorded the usual badgers Meles 
meles, foxes Vulpes vulpes and roe deer 

Capreolus capreolus in new areas of 
woodland that I haven’t previously visited.  
And my favourite mammal has now also 
shown up in two of those locations. 
 

2020 has so far been the most productive year for camera trap 
recordings of pine martens Martes martes in Shropshire since 
the discovery of them in July 2015.  Ten miles north of the 
original discovery site in the Clun Valley, my camera traps 
recently recorded two pine martens inhabiting the same valley- 
a male and a female.  For the first time, I have been able to 

use camera traps to define specific trails that both martens use 
about once every two to three weeks.  There is hope that these 
martens will produce the next generation of martens in the 
breeding season.  
 
Pine martens are great usually great at leaving physical 
evidence of their presence.  So far in Shropshire, pine martens 

have been difficult enough to monitor with camera traps but finding their scats has been even tougher.  Then, between 

March and June 2020, my camera traps finally recorded pine martens scent marking with scat.  But the scats mysteriously 
disappeared by the time I have visited the site; one of which I got to less than 24 hours after the scat had been left for 
me! 
 
Initially, I was seeking scat to enable me to determine whether 

the Shropshire martens are a relict population or animals 
trapped in Scotland and released here at some point.  But with 
official pine marten release programmes taking place in Wales 
and Gloucestershire over the past four years, it is very likely 

that some of 
those animals 
will reach 

Shropshire and 
potentially breed 
with the martens 

already here.  
This would be 
great news for 
the local gene pool but not so great for finding out if martens have been 

here all along.  Whatever the case, an animal that was presumed extinct 
for so long is still clinging on in our county, so let’s celebrate that fact 
regardless of their origins! 
 

Stuart Edmunds 

Note from the Chair                                             by Stuart Edmunds,  SMG Chair 

There’s more camera trapping highlights from Stuart on page 19! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/shropshire-mammal-atlas-2/
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Shropshire Mammal Group is grateful to its corporate members for their support. 

Pearce Environment Ltd Field Studies Council, Preston Montford 

As of June’s (virtual) SMG Committee meeting, we have 151 members, comprising 142 adults and 9 juniors.  The 
Group continues on a sound financial footing, with a capital pot of several thousand pounds spread over a number 

of ‘cost centres’.  Affiliation to the Mammal Society costs us £43 per annum, which has recently been paid, and 
software licenses renewal has cost us a further £79.99 recently.  Set against this are 12 subscriptions, less a 
small GoCardless fee, generating an income of £57.75. 
 
Most new members opt to pay their £5 annual SMG subs by direct debit, as 
have about half of our longer standing ones.  There is a small charge made to 
the Group (not the member) for this convenience, but it does cut down on our 

admin and means that your membership remains continuous, avoiding 
embarrassing lapses and of course, it secures prompt delivery of your 
Newsletter every quarter, as well as access to the members-only Facebook 

page.  Should you wish to change to direct debit, there is no need to wait 
until your next renewal; why not do it now?  You won't be charged until your 
usual renewal month.  To set up a mandate, simply go to GoCardless.com 

with your own bank sort code and account number, as found on any of your 
cheques or statements.  You don’t need SMG's details.  Here’s the link: 
https://dashboard.gocardless.com/api/paylinks/0TG462JMVB  
 

 
Shropshire Mammal Group was set up in 2009 as a recording group to get a better 
picture of what mammals we have in the county, their distribution and numbers, and to monitor 

what changes are taking place.  Right from the beginning, the intention has been to present the data 
as an atlas of our local mammals.  There have been several false starts over the years but during the last two, we have 
finally moved forward and now have the beginnings of an atlas on our website.  It is by no means 
complete; indeed, it never will be, even when all species have been covered.  Further data will keep 
coming in.  Every time a map is produced, it is just a snapshot of that moment in time. 

 

What we have achieved in the last year has been a real group effort directly 

involving nearly thirty of our members in various ways: attending meetings, writing 
up species pages, producing the maps or providing photographs.  It is amazing 
what talented photographers we have amongst our members and special thanks 

must go to Tim Preston, Andy Harmer, Tris Pearce, Robin Bennett and Andrew Fusek 
Peters for making collections of their brilliant photographs available.  
There are others.  These, along with the authors of the species pages 

are credited on those pages.  Lorcán Adrain, our County Mammal 
Recorder, has collated the records and produced the maps.  In 
addition, many more members and the public have also contributed 
by sending in records.  This flow of data needs to keep coming in so 
that maps can be updated, and trends identified.  An examination of 
the current maps shows that many supposedly common species, such as 
the wood mouse, are seriously under-recorded.  Have a look at these and 

see if you can help fill in the gaps! 

 
In the future, it is hoped that the species pages and field signs can be 

condensed into single sheet printable downloads which can then form the basis of a printed copy.  We decided to 
go online first for several reasons: we wanted to publish something even if it was incomplete; online pages can 
easily be added to, edited, or updated; and of course, it is cheaper.  However, it was also agreed that ultimately, 
a printed copy looks nice and would be something that people would value. 

 
Malcolm Monie   June 2020 

Malcolm’s page!  Featuring membership matters and Atlas updates          by Malcolm Monie 

        SMG Treasurer and Membership Secretary 

Members! 

An Atlas at last 
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The big sibling of our humble 
online Shropshire Mammal 
Atlas- the Mammal Society’s 
National Atlas published in 
March 2020. 

From top: Robin, 
Tris, Tim, Andy 
FP, Andy H. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.pearce-environment.co.uk/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/centres/prestonmontford.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://dashboard.gocardless.com/api/paylinks/0TG462JMVB&sa=D&ust=1496684644645000&usg=AFQjCNFWZRbMX7m6nZjAlp9VY9hie9_-gQ
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0578587/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ov_pl
https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/shropshire-mammal-atlas-2/
https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/shropshire-mammal-atlas-2/
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I travel a lot with my job and always take the opportunity to look for something interesting to find and photograph 
when far from home.  The virus lockdown put a stop to all of that!  Instead, Catherine and I started to really 
appreciate the nature living on and around Much Wenlock and Wenlock Edge on our daily walks.  I had been guilty of 

taking it for granted and ‘Wenlockdown’ (see what I did there) opened my eyes again to the beauty of the wildlife on my 
doorstep. 
 
Bertie the Badger:  Sometimes wildlife does 
the travelling and you don’t even need to leave 
home to see it!  Early on in lockdown, I had a 
call from friends who thought they had a 

badger visiting their garden.  A bed of mint was 
being squashed nightly by something large and 
a glimpse out of the kitchen window one night 
gave them the clue that they were being visited 
by one or more Meles meles. 

 
A trailcam showed that a badger was indeed visiting at roughly 

11pm each night, right under the kitchen window.  Quite why 
the mint bed was so attractive to a badger is a mystery - the 
smell perhaps? 
 
Friend Helen could even take photos right out of her kitchen 
window and the visiting badger (now known as Bertie) didn’t 
seem to be the least-bit concerned (left). 

 

They started leaving badger-
friendly tidbits and a lockdown 
garden wildlife project was born.  
Helen has a Panasonic compact 
camera she can control via WiFi 

from a smartphone app, so started 
to leave the camera out with bike 
lights providing the illumination 
needed, taking photos remotely 
from her kitchen table. 
 
The first photos were better than 

expected but we were all keen to 
do better.  I started thinking about 
lighting and how to leave a better 

set-up which would be triggered to 
take photos when Bertie arrived.  
My Sony RX1Rii & Pluto trigger set 
to infrared did the trick and, on the 

days when I had to work from the 
office, I would cycle past their 
house and leave increasingly 

sophisticated arrangements of 
camera, trigger & lighting.  

Wenlockdown wildlife                                                                     by Robin Bennett 

All badger pics: ‘Friend Helen’ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.sony.co.uk/electronics/cyber-shot-compact-cameras/dsc-rx1rm2
https://plutotrigger.com/products/pluto-trigger?msclkid=b7e2c72fdd6812a71820985dff2f921f
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Mindful of social distancing, this was the ideal project; my 
friends and I never actually physically interacted, only via 
Bertie and the internet, swapping images and ideas after 

each check of the camera. 
 
Amazon delivered the final piece of the jigsaw.  Actually, 
what they delivered was a stuffed badger cuddly toy and 

three cheapo USB-chargeable reading lights.  The cuddly toy 
meant I could check exposure and the reading lights gave a 
natural, soft illumination.  My wife has suspected that I’m 
losing my marbles for a while and the cuddly toy purchase 
has convinced her that she was right! 
 

Finally, here are two of the 

best shots we took of Bertie 
and Gertie: it turns out that 
at least two badgers are 
regular visitors, one male 
and one (or more) females. 
  

All badger pics: ‘Friend Helen’ 

Reading lights… garden 
planter… camera… cuddly 
toy…  Didn’t they do well! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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Hare today:  Catherine and I had been walking the dog for friends Jo and Andy while they were isolating with virus 
symptoms.  Jo mentioned a field outside Wenlock where she watches brown hares Lepus europaeus and it was a spot I 
hadn’t heard about before.  So many of my favourite hare fields are now bald (hare-less?!) so I was chuffed to hear of 

a new spot where she said they had bred each year for 
the last few years. 
 
Jo WhatsApp’d me the location and Catherine and I 

started to add the field into our lockdown exercise 
walks.  We started to see a large male, occasionally, 
but only ever from a distance.  Then a female with a 
distinctive split-ear became a regular sighting, and a 
leveret too.  If you don’t know the life-cycle of the 
brown hare it is a fascinating story and well worth 
Googling or buying a book about. 

 
Anyway, when I spotted the familiar-split ear in the field 
approx 30 metres away, I realised that she was resting 
and I had a chance to crawl to get a closer look and 
photo.  What I didn’t realise was that she was actually 

fast asleep and I was able to get within five metres 

before she stirred. 
 
Lying flat on my front (jeans ruined with grass-green, 
as usual), she woke up and didn’t pay me the slightest 
attention.  A yawn, a stretch and she loped off for her 
late-evening breakfast.  What a treat! 

Fox-fest:  Another lock-down walk 
along Wenlock Edge with Catherine 
brought another chance sighting.  
I’ve travelled as far as Bristol looking 

to photograph urban foxes Vulpes 
vulpes because their rural cousins 
are so incredibly (understandably) 

wary of humans (see SMGN42, 
Spring 2020).  We were emerging 
from the woods on the Edge and 
came across this handsome fox 

(what a brush!).  It was so distracted 
by some serious vole-hunting, so 
didn’t seem to spot us, at least 
initially. 
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We added this field to our walks and started to see the same fox, and another, every other day or so.  Unusually, they 
seemed relatively comfortable about being out in the afternoon sun 
rather than waiting for dusk to become active. 
 
Making sure we were always downwind, and staying in the edge of the 
woods out of sight, we’ve had some lovely sessions watching the foxes 
hunting in the fields.  Interesting, the sheep with small lambs aren’t the 

slightest bit concerned about the foxes and allow them to hunt in and 
around them without any fear.  Even the hares don’t bolt at the sight of 
the foxes; it’s like they’ve come to a mutual understanding. 
 
I never imagined I’d see rural foxes at such close distance and so close 
to home.  Lockdown has been such a negative experience for so many, 
it’s been good to find some positives and have some happy memories 

(and photos) to look back on. 

Robin Bennett 
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As if the flooding wasn’t enough to dismay us, at the time of writing this, we are still in the throes of the 
pandemic shenanigans with the associated travel restrictions and limitations that come with it.  Those of us who have 
gardens, woodland walks, and green spaces available to us are indeed fortunate souls; those with less space or even no 

space, have my deepest and heartfelt woe.  Even in the most unlikely of places, wildlife finds a way to cope and even 
flourish; there are many social-media film clips of urban wildlife, and even more so during the abandonment of 
thoroughfares in these times.  I really, really don’t want to use the term ‘backyard safari’ (damn, I just did!) but the 
principle is there even if the term is overused. 
 
I write a short nature article in my local newsletter (Clun Chronicle) each month; so for the May edition, rather than 
highlight what to look out for, I opted to enlighten the readers how to look and leave them to get on with it.  Now, each 

of us has their own method for what is essentially beach-combing and most, if not all, of us in this group have a speciality 
or fondness for something that we already know about, so we already know signs, indicators, suggestions and likely 
environments in which to discover that particular quarry.  If you’ve either no idea what you are looking for and are 
unaccustomed to intense observational practice then it’s difficult to get the most out of it.  So I hoped to give novice folk 
at least one method of ‘looking’ that I have found useful over the years.  As a species, we’re adequate at specifics, but 

what we excel at is differences; our stereo eyesight works out depth, our stereo hearing allows us directionality and our 

finger-pads and nails allow us to determine fractions of millimetres (think about how you find the end of sticky-tape).  
For hearing we can sense time differences as little as 0.2ms (some even smaller!)  So how about the observational 
department?  We’re good at depth perception but a visual skill that can be enhanced is that of pattern determination, so 
combine that with being skillful at differences and we have a starting point.  Take a mass of hedgerow vegetation; initially 
it looks like a variable green mass with textures and colours mixed into a moray.  However, just like speed-reading where 
you scan a paragraph to see more detail and start seeing differences within it, you slow down and look at the textures; 
the further in you get and slow the pace, the more you see the differences.  Take, for example, slow-worms (yes, I know 

it’s a mammal group, but what the hell!)  You’ll probably know beforehand that they like to bask, or enjoy the ambient 
heat under a cover or sorts, but you try spotting one in vegetative detritus with alder and hazel debris mixed with leaves 
and new grasses and you’ll probably struggle, until you look for the textures.  The confusing twigs and branchlets all 
look like possibilities, but once you actually see one (the slight change of texture and patina), you begin to appreciate 
stillness and camouflage, and once you recognise it, it stays with you.  Now most would say this is simply ‘getting your 
eye in’, and you’d be bang-on right too! 
 

Some things just fall into your lap as it were …… I picked up a deceased common shrew Sorex araneus a month or so 

back, decided it wasn’t too damaged and set about preparing it for the wrigglies to work their magic and for me to do 
the finishing off cleaning with a spot of hydrogen peroxide (other products are available).  I’m enjoying both the 

preparation and photography of these; it gives 
me the opportunity to learn how to prepare and 
record them and by doing so adding another 

dimension to simply knowing facts about 
things. 
 
Of course, finding things is just one step, seeing fine detail often 
requires a hand-lens.  The standard is 10x and while I have a few to 
choose from, I still actually have in my pocket (even now) my original 
Swift 10x that I purchased from the Geology Dept at Portsmouth Uni’ 

back in 1974(ish) for my fossil expeditions and discoveries.  So it might 
be teaching Granny-to-suck-eggs – but I see a lot of people using them 
incorrectly.  Here goes: 

 
The photo shows how to use it correctly: remove any eye-
glasses, bring the lens right up to your face with your thumb-
knuckle resting on your cheek, so the lens is right up to your 

eye.  Your eye-lashes should not quite touch the lens... it’s that 
close.  Then you bring the subject towards you until the bit that 
you’re interested in is in focus.  The problem (if any) with a hand 
lens, is that the depth of focus is limited; if you take photographs 

Filling the void                                                                                   by Dave Lewis 
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at this magnification, the same thing applies, so we have to use 
special techniques to expand that zone of sharp focus. 
 

So where now?  The social distancing and restrictive travel have had a 
distinct bonus effect for wildlife: whether it is a truly objective 
observation or not , it certainly appears to me that nature has stepped 
into the vacuum we’ve created by staying at home.  Birdsong is more 

crystal clear and distinctive than it’s been for a long while, the skies are 
clearer and general visibility is improved immensely with sharpened 
clarity.  Wild mammals have reclaimed parts of urban areas and social 
media is awash with hedgehogs and foxes playing in gardens.  We can 
learn a lot from this and I’d like to think that even if some of the new-
found love of nature by urban dwellers is continued after our lockdown 
is over, then we’ll be on the right road for a brighter future and respect 

for our wilder cousins. 
 
My thoughts also fly into realms of fantasy in hoping against hope that 
not too many people have learned to play the saxophone (badly), but 
the hopeful up-side is that playing with and finding wonders never will 

not end with this period of cultural upheaval and probably be a seminal 

moment for some of our young.  With almost unfettered access to things 
which they genuinely find interesting we can all exalt ourselves.  There’ll 
be folk who will have rekindled their love of reading books, learned 
algebra, started singing again, cooking or writing poetry or even songs.  
Youngsters may have found their calling with zealous interests in bugs 
and flowers and nature in general and those who find new artisan skills 
in woodworking or mending broken things or constructing things.  This 

could well be a Golden Age in the making.  There are opportunities galore 
now to develop new or to exalt existing skills, and even if the appetite is whetted to some degree then observational 
skills are with you for life and are transferable to other areas.  Enjoy the opportunity to learn and stay safe. 
 
That simple hand-lens could be the beginning of a career in micro-biology, rock-mechanics or forensic analysis; it might 
even be the making of a home-grown TV nature presenter.  This enforced interval is an opportunity, let’s not squander 
it. 

Dave Lewis 

My 2015 Bushnell Trophy cam clearly says rechargeable batteries are not recommended and I have heard this 

repeated since them.  However, in SMGN42, the Spring 2020 Newsletter, Dave Lewis recommended using 
particular rechargeables.  Having put so many batteries out for recycling it seemed worth a try so I 
purchased a set and charger as recommended.  (8 Panasonic Eneloop Pro AA and charger at £68.20). 
 
There is a slight challenge in that the new batteries are a tight fit in the camera, perhaps because they 

weigh 4 grams more than the disposable ones.  When charged the 
battery level shows two marks not three and this soon drops to one and 

even none but even then, they keep working.  My videos are seven 
seconds each and this charge has so far completed 532 with 173 since 
there was no flick showing the batteries had any charge, and they are 

still going!  But this may be a challenge in some 
situations if others find the evidence of power in 
the batteries matters. 
 

The principle of using rechargeable batteries seems right and I shall happily 
continue, though it would have been sensible to buy a spare set of batteries!  Oh 
yes, and the hedgehogs Erinaceus europaeus keep coming up to 15 times a night 
with a couple showing two and occasionally three together!      Brian Hogbin 

Wildlife cameras and rechargeable batteries           by Brian Hogbin 

                                                                          by Tris Pearce 
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Foxes and tracking foxes Vulpes vulpes are a passion I have had all my life. I am lucky in the fact I was brought 
up with them on the farm, we had orphaned cubs brought in 
by RSPCA and local vets and I had to help mother them till 

they could be released.  So, I have an understanding of them 
and their behavioural traits, the species is so misunderstood 
and is subject to so much persecution worldwide, but 
testament to the animal’s character, they strive on and will not 
be beaten by what man has to give. 
 
For a number of years now, since getting back into my wildlife 

photography, I have been following several vixens around the 
Shropshire countryside during my wildlife tracking and 
stalking.  I do not get too close and do not do ‘whatever it 
takes’ to get the perfect shot; I do not bait.  Often I have 
magical experiences and do not capture it on camera.  The 

photo is secondary for me. 

 
Tracking, watching, smelling, 
listening to these magical 
mammals is rewarding on the highest level. I have sneaked up on foxes, they have sneaked 
up on me, I have had one drink by my feet, I have had cubs come and sniff me, it seems that 
they like watching odd camo-clad figures ghosting along hedge and ditch! 
 

I was planning this year on scaling back being an ecologist (current job) and be a part time 
wildlife trainer/guide, offering my 
tracking services of one to one 
guiding days, I have done a few 
already, but then lockdown struck!  
So, this year during lockdown I 
have used my daily exercise to 

locate vixens with cubs and 

monitor them, the two I am 
monitoring closely have four and five cubs, they both have a 
dog fox helping out.  The dog foxes could not be more different 
from each other, one very confident and often sits back to 
watch me.  I can sometimes see him many times and follow 

him on his walks, while the other is very nervous and fast. 

I urge you to try and connect with nature, wildlife 
tracking and stalking is very rewarding, once you have 
put the effort in, but please exercise care and 

compassion for those you seek, do not cross the 
boundaries, do not disturb.  In the case of foxes, a vixen 
can move cubs if threatened (she will move them anyway 

at some point, which is part of the challenge to then 
locate them), she may be prevented from returning with 
food if you are around, she may not leave the earth to 
go for food if scared, therefore you must not overstay 

your welcome. 
 
I hope you enjoy some of my photos. 

Tris Pearce 
Follow #DarlingCubsOfMay on social media. 

The darling cubs of May                                                                              by Tris Pearce 
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Do you want to give someone a 

memorable wedding gift? Why not take 
your inspiration from Renaissance art 
and give them a painting of a sexy 
weasel? 
 
In the 16th century, weasels were a 
catch-all category for many of the 

furry, long-bodied carnivorous 
creatures in the Family Mustelidae, 
such as ermine, sables, martens, 

ferrets, stoats and mink.  These creatures often appear in Renaissance portraits of 
high-ranking noblewomen, and represent a fascinating language of sexual 
symbolism.  Let’s explore some of the hidden meanings of weasels in this article! 

 

1.  Weasels as fertility talismans 
In the Renaissance, weasel paintings were ideal wedding gifts because they were 
considered to be fertility talismans.  A portrait of a young bride wearing an ermine, 
sable or mink, for instance, was believed to bring good luck in helping her to get 
pregnant.  
 

The marriage painting by Lavinia Fontana to the right shows a young 
Bolognese noblewoman wearing a red wedding gown. On the left, she pats a 
little white dog, a symbol of marital fidelity.  On the right, she holds a weasel 
pelt with a sumptuously jeweled head: a popular accessory in the 15th and 
16th centuries known as a zibellino or flea-fur.  Here, the inclusion of the flea-
fur represents the hope that this bride would be blessed with good fertility. 

 

In the Renaissance, it was widely believed that weasels conceived through 
their ears and gave birth through their mouth.  This ‘miraculous’ method of 

conception was thought to parallel the Annunciation of Christ, who was 
conceived when God’s angel whispered into the ear of the Virgin Mary. 
 
In the portrait details on the next page, you 
can see how the brides are touching their 

wombs while holding a weasel pelt; hope that 

Sex Weasels!                                                                                by Dr Chelsea Nichols 

 

 

 

I discovered this Twitter thread on lockdown recently and it wasn’t 
long before it was retweeted on the @Shropsmammals account. 

Chelsea blogs as The Museum of Ridiculously Interesting Things, a virtual 
museum which she describes as “[living] on the internet and in the dark recesses 
of my heart”.  She is a former art curator at Te Papa in Wellington NZ and has 
been kind enough to allow us to reproduce her tweets and article extracts in the 

SMG Newsletter.             Ric 

‘L
a
d
y
 w

it
h
 a

n
 E

rm
in

e
’ 
(c

ir
c
a
 1

4
9
0
) 

b
y
 L

e
o
n
a
rd

o
 d

a
 V

in
c
i.
  
A
ls

o
 k

n
o
w

n
 a

s
 ‘
P
o
rt

ra
it
 o

f 
C
e
c
il
ia

 G
a
ll
e
ra

n
i’
. 

 
O

il
 a

n
d
 t

e
m

p
e
ra

 o
n
 w

o
o
d
 p

a
n
e
l,
 5

4
8
 x

 4
0
3
 m

m
. 

C
o
ll
e
c
ti
o
n
 o

f 
C
z
a
rt

o
ry

s
k
i 
M

u
s
e
u
m

, 
K
ra

k
o
w

. 

‘Portrait of a noblewoman’ (circa 
1580) by Lavinia Fontana.  Oil on 
canvas, 1150 x 900 mm.  Collection 
of the National Museum of Women 
in the Arts, Washington D.C. 
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the Lord will too bless them with the ‘miracle’ of pregnancy.  (Hopefully her husband knows better than to try and put 
it in her ear though…) 

2.  Weasels and childbirth 
Weasels sometimes also appear in Renaissance paintings where the woman is already 
successfully pregnant.  In these cases, the weasel can better be understood to 

represent the hope for safe childbirth.  Some believed that wearing weasel fur directly 
on the skin could also help ease childbirth.  Letters between Christina de Medici, the 
Grand Duchess of Tuscany, and her daughter Catherine, for instance, show that the 
Dowager sent her daughter an ermine or marten belt when Catherine was believed to 
be pregnant, claiming that it had helped her during the birth of her children. 
 

In the portrait on the left, by Paolo Veronese, Countess da Porto is pictured with her 
daughter Diedama, and is already pregnant with her second daughter Emilia.  Over 
her arm is draped the pelt of a marten, which was thought to be particularly powerful 
for protecting women during childbirth. 

 

Interestingly, there is a flea-fur in the Walters Art 

Museum almost identical to the one portrayed in this 

portrait.  The white dove on its snout is a symbol of 

the Holy Ghost, further emphasizing the symbolic 

connection between the weasel and Christ’s 

miraculous birth. 

 

3.  Weasels and 

phallic symbols 
With their long, 
powerful bodies and 

connection with 
fertility, weasels are 
also sometimes 
associated with other 

phallic imagery in 
Renaissance paintings.  One of my favorite 
examples is a portrait of Camilla Gonzaga, 

surrounded by her three sons while grasping 
a fine weasel pelt draped over her shoulder 
(right).  At first, there doesn’t seem to be 
anything particularly phallic about this 

Right:  Detail from ‘Portrait of Lucina 

Brembati’ (circa 1521-1523), Lorenzo 
Lotto. Oil on panel, 526 x 448 mm. 
Collection of Accademia Carrara, Bergamo. 
 
Far right:  Detail from ‘Portrait of Antea’ 
(1520), Parmigianino. Oil on canvas, 1360 
x 860 mm. 
Collection of National Museum of 
Capodimonte, Naples. 

‘Portrait of Countess Livia da Porto Thiene and her 
Daughter Diedama’ (1552) by Paolo Veronese. 
Oil on canvas, 2084 x 1210 mm. 
Collection of the Walters Art Museum, Baltimore. 

Below: Jewelled marten’s head or 
flea-fur, adorned with gold, rubies, 
garnets and pearls (circa 1550). 
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore. 
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weasel… until you consider it alongside the companion painting of her 
husband, Count Pier Maria di San Secondo, who commissioned the 
portraits, designed to hang side by side, as a tribute to the Count’s 

virility.  In his portrait, the prominent codpiece and a strategically-
placed sword handle, are intended to be seen as a celebration of his 
masculinity and the strength of his family line.  Camilla gazes proudly 
at her husband, surrounded by the sons he has successfully sired, 

while stroking her jewelled weasel pelt.  The son on the left stares 
straight at his father’s codpiece with a strange expression on his face; 
perhaps pondering the ideals of masculinity he would be expected to 
live up to?  Hardly subtle.  

 

4.  Weasels and purity 
Leonardo da Vinci’s Lady with an Ermine (circa 
1490) is the most famous Renaissance weasel 
painting.  Like many others of his day, Leonardo 
believed that white ermine would rather give 

themselves up to hunters rather than risk soiling 
their pristine fur in the chase.  The white weasel 

here can therefore be understood as a symbol of 
the girl’s purity.  However, the portrait depicts the pregnant 16-year old mistress of Leonardo’s 
employer, the Duke of Milan.  The duke belonged to a society of knights known as the Order of the 
Ermine, so this weasel also stands in for him.  Notice how sensuously she strokes the weasel, and 

how weirdly muscular it is.  The ermine is both meant as a symbol of the girl’s purity and the 
duke’s virility.  Cheeky Leonardo… 
 
The white ermine is also used in this portrait of Queen 
Elizabeth I (circa 1585), right.  Elizabeth I never 
married, and was sometimes called the Virgin Queen.  
Here, the white weasel is included to assert the 

political power associated with her purity and 
unmarried status. 
 
5.  Weasels as status symbols 

Mink, sable and marten fur was historically very 
valuable. So including a weasel pelt in a woman’s 
portrait was also simply a way of indicating their high 

social-standing and successful financial position. 
 
These pelts were sometimes known as flea-furs, 
because they were believed to draw fleas away from 
biting the noblewoman’s skin. Unsurprisingly, 
scratching at itchy fleabites has never been a 

fashionable look for 
ladies. 
 
 

Portrait of Pier Maria Rossi di San Secondo (left) and 
Portrait of Camilla Gonzaga and Her Three Sons (right), 
by Parmigianino, 1535-1540.  Oil on canvas, each 1330 
x 980 mm.  Collection of Museo del Prado, Madrid. 
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Above right:  ‘The Ermine Portrait of Elizabeth I of England’ (circa 
1585), attributed to William Segar.  Oil on canvas. 
Collection of Hatfield House, Hertfordshire 

Far left:  Detail from Portrait of a lady (1520-25) by Bernardino Luini.  
Oil on panel, 770 x 575 mm. National Gallery of Art, Washington. 
 
Near left:  Detail from ‘Unknown lady’ (circa 1595), attributed to 
William Segar.  Oil on canvas, 1040 x 830 mm. Collection of Ferens 
Art Gallery, Kingston-upon-Hull. 
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However, in addition to social or financial success, weasels could also 
indicate reproductive success- an important measure of a woman’s value 
during a period with high infant and child mortality rates. 

 
This is demonstrated in the portrait of the Gozzadini Family (1584) by 
Lavinia Fontana.  The painting was commissioned by Laudomia Gozzadini, 
who sits on the right.  Her sister Ginevra, on the left, gave birth six times 

before her death at age 28, with three sons who survived infancy.  The 
flea-fur on her lap pays tribute to Ginevra’s reproductive success. 
 
Laudomia, on the other hand, remained childless, dedicating her life to 
the financial interests of drama-filled Gozzadini family. She is pictured 
with the fur of a lynx, a symbol of barrenness, and a dog, a symbol of 
fidelity to her extended family. 

 
So which sexy weasel would you choose for your wedding gift: fertility 
weasel, childbirth weasel, phallic weasel, purity weasel, or success 
weasel?  This sounds like the beginnings of a very terrible, very niche 
Buzzfeed quiz.  I would still really love it if you subscribed to The 

Museum of Ridiculously Interesting Things via this link, or followed me 

on Instagram or Facebook! If you’ve gone this far into an article about 
art and sex weasels, I’m almost certain there will be more weird stuff 
there you’ll be into! 

Dr Chelsea Nichols 

As a Membership Recruiter for Shropshire Wildlife Trust I work in a great variety of locations across the county, 
both indoors and out.  From the grounds of castles, to old market squares, village fetes, playing fields or 
agricultural shows, there’s quite a mix.  Out of all the days I have spent working like this over the last few years I have 
spent a lot of time talking about wildlife to people, but relatively few actual ‘wildlife encounters’, for obvious reasons.  
There is one session that sticks in my mind though… 

 

Sometimes I have to drive for 90 mins to get to work, but on this occasion I was 
fortunate in that I was recruiting in my local Co-op supermarket, about two minutes’ 
drive from where I live in the Ironbridge Gorge.  I arrived half an hour early to set up 
my stall indoors, across from the tills, which enabled me to talk to people on their way 
in and way out, and was soon engrossed in a variety of discussions and chats about 

wildlife both local, national and global.  When there was a lull in customer attendance, 
I would occasionally confer with staff concerning similar topics, as I had done on a few 
previous occasions in the same venue. 
 
On this particular day, one of the staff came over for a quick update as to how things 
were going, then as she turned to go, said; ‘I’ve just remembered, we’ve got some exotic wildlife in the 
yard at the back of the store, come and have a quick look at this bat’.  Intrigued, I followed her out 

through the warehouse section and into the loading bays at the rear of the store.  To one side was a small alcove, in a 
section of old factory space, which I was told was sometimes used by staff for a quick cigarette break.  There were some 
wooden beams visible in the roof space about eight feet up and my guide indicated that I should take a closer look. 

 
To my amazement, there, hanging from one of the timbers, was the virtually 
complete skeleton of a bat!  It was fixed, hanging head down in its sleep 
position, and had obviously been there for some time, as only a few fragments 

of tattered skin remained attached to the fine bone structure.  The bat was 
about 3” long and in remarkably good condition, considering it appeared to 
have simply gone to roost and then simply never woken up.  Extraordinary! 
 

To the Bat Cave!                                                                                 by Alec Connah 

“Portrait of the Gozzadini Family” (1584) by 
Lavinia Fontana.  Oil on canvas, 2500 x 1890 mm. 
Pinacoteca Nazionale, Bologna. 

Google Street View 

No!  Not these!  (Pic Ric) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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https://ridiculouslyinteresting.com/
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My guide told me that it had first been spotted during a tea/cigarette-break, and that it had become something of a fond 
novelty for some of the staff, who had even given it a nickname and were keen for the gothic relic to be retained in situ.  
Aware that I needed to be back at the stall I requested permission to return and photograph Batty for posterity later that 

day and returned to my duties.  I had time to ponder how I had seen plenty of bats over the years, but always in flight, 
and certainly never preserved intact post-mortem in this way.  I could not recall even seeing an image of a similar scene 
anywhere before, except maybe in old Hammer films! 
 

By coincidence I was also working part-time assisting with bat surveys at the time. I could identify 
a species of bat in flight quite quickly using the modern technology of a smartphone app, but as 
for finding out ‘Which Bat Is It’? from skeletal remains – that was another matter!  After I had 
taken some photos for the record, later that day I sent some to an ecologist colleague to see if he 
could help with an I.D.  He quickly responded to say the images looked amazing – he had also 
seen a lot of bats during his career, but never in this form, so could not provide a positive 
identification.  I sent the shots to Ric at Shropshire Mammal Group, and got a similar initial 

response.  Spooky and mysterious! 
 
Some time has passed now since I took the photos and a few more people have scrutinised them; 
and though I still don’t have a completely positive ID, the general consensus of opinion seems to 
be that, based on forearm dimensions etc. the inhabitant of the supermarket ‘bat-cave’ was a 

long-eared bat, Plecotus sp.  A couple of years on, and the day before writing this, I popped 

back into the shop and asked my contact if the bat was still there.  ‘I had forgotten all about 
it’ she confessed, but escorted me to the same spot, and lo and behold, though I think the 
skull has gone south now, the rest of batty was still on the beam in the exotic recesses of my 
local supermarket.  Who needs Transylvania eh! 
 
*I converted the best photo to black and white to make it even more atmospheric, you can see it on my website 
[www.alecconnahphotos.co.uk] in the Quirky gallery. 

Alec Connah – June 2020 

Stebbings, Yalden & Herman; 
Mammal Society 2007.  Now out 
of print, but it does contain a 
comprehensive bat skull ID key. 

Alec’s initial reference photos have formed the basis of a short exercise in bat bone ID for my Skulls and Bones of British 
Mammals Workshop.  We small mammal osteologists concern ourselves with the subtleties of skull and scapula shape, pubis 
fusion, presence or absence of ulna and fibula! 
 
Since I created these slides a couple of years ago, I have given a little more thought to the scapula shape of the bat in the 

pictures; I’m now more of the opinion that it’s a plausible match for Plecotus sp., partly thanks to Mike Worsfold of SMG and 

Shropshire Bat Group who made the very helpful observation regarding the typical wrist position of a roosting Plecotus. 
Ric Morris 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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Animal attack imagery in American pulp fiction 
Tweets by @PulpLibrarian 

Another bit of Twitter nonsense that I have discovered during lockdown has been this tweet sequence from 
the renowned @PulpLibrarian, a user who I had already been following for a good while.  If you use Twitter, 

they are definitely worth a follow!  (he’s changed his Twitter user icon since I made these screengrabs)    Ric 
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Despite… (or perhaps, because of?  I’m not saying!) …the absence of the scantily clad damsel in distress, 
probably my favourite covers of the whole tweet sequence are the so-called Flying rodents ripped my flesh 
and Weasels ripped my flesh covers, above, and right (very Bowie-like, that one).  The Weasels cover likely 
depicts Mustela frenata, aka the long-tailed weasel, bridled weasel or big stoat… as opposed to the short-
tailed weasel or (presumably small or normal-sized) stoat Mustela erminea.  This cover trailered an allegedly 
true-life story of flesh-ripping weasels (below)… and is likely to have been the inspiration for the Frank 
Zappa and the Mothers of Invention album cover… 

Of course the trouble with following any thread on social 
media is that it quickly leads one into a spiral of 
checking out similar finds.  @PulpLibrarian themself 
drew my attention to a comic book character by the 
name of Shirtless Bear Fighter (I kid you not!) 

On the left, a possible 
(shirt and jacket-wearing) 
scenario inspiration, and a 
distinctly retro look to the 
modern cover on the right.  
Whatever the pulp origins 
of the SBF character’s 
ethos, it seems that its 

published debut was as 
recent as 2017… I’ll let you 
research this one further 
yourselves, should you so 
desire… 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
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Now all of the preceding animal attack sensationalism may be just good fun, but I do question whether it might subtly 
affect impressionable readers’ views of the natural world, by misrepresenting naturally harmless animals as dangerous 
threatening monsters, to be vanquished and killed, preferably eliminated altogether, in order to impress a helpless and 

duly grateful lady and eventually tame the wilderness for the Great American (or insert your preferred nationality here) 
Dream.  Over-reaction?  Maybe.  But I can’t help seeing it as one more manifestation of the severe disconnection of our 
species from the natural world.  What do you think? 

Ric Morris 

@Skull_Bloke 

Many years ago, in a dry summer (I forget the exact year, but maybe fifteen years ago) 
a few of the dark-

coloured fallow deer from 
Loton Park swam the 
River Severn and ended 
up on the Army Training 
base at Nesscliffe; when 

the river levels rose and 

flooded, they never made 
it back. 
 
These deer are seldom 
seen, but on occasion from 
the local lanes you can see 
glimpses of them, so with 

lockdown came the chance 
to walk a few of the roads 

at peak deer-spotting times.  I am pleased to 
have seen a small female group.  One has a mark 
in the ear from an old ear tag (the first doe from 
the right in the picture below).  The males, not 
seen this year by me, were around last year and 

will have spent most of the summer in their own 

separate group.  I am not sure of the exact 
number but I have never seen more than a dozen at one time. 

So, they seem 
to be living 
wild, quietly 

getting on with 
their own daily 
lives while still 
being hidden 
away.  It’s a 
lovely little 
story of these 

secret deer.  
Even many 
locals seem to 

know nothing 
about them, 
which, maybe, 
is just as it 

should be. 
Tris Pearce 

The secret Hill Climb deer                                                by Tris Pearce 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk
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Greatest camera trap tweets of 2020 part 2    Tweets by @PinemartensUK 

   Original idea & Twitter framegrabs by @Skull_Bloke 

Our regular round-up of Stuart’s greatest camera trap clip tweets since publication of the last Newsletter, for any members who 
don’t use Twitter or other social media.  You don’t need to be a Twitter user to enjoy these; each framegrabbed image hides a 
hyperlink to Stu’s own Twitter account– just press Ctrl and click on the tweet to enjoy each clip and many more in full.  Make sure 
your sound is turned on too!  Ric 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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Stuart Edmunds 

DEAD MAMMAL 

ALERT >>>>>>> 

IF AT ALL 

SQUEAMISH 

PLEASE DO NOT 

PROCEED 

BEYOND THIS 

POINT… 

The Shepton Mallet pine marten mystery                        by Ric Morris 

In February this year I received this 
intriguing email and photographs from 
Charlie at the Mammal Society… 

All animal body photos by Carolyn Leader 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
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…and naturally the first thing I looked at was the jaw and teeth.  Although the photographs weren’t quite clear enough 
for me to be confident of an ID, I couldn’t resist forwarding it to other SMG Committee members who I was sure would 
have an opinion about the fur and remaining fleshy bits. 

 

-o*O*o- 
Needless to say, frantic follow-up emails winged to and fro between myself, Charlie and Carolyn, who volunteers 
for Search and Scan Somerset, a pet tracing service and who photographed the body.  She expressed interest in 
joining the Mammal Society and attending my bones ID Workshop in April (which unfortunately was not to be, 
thanks to the curse of Covid-19).  Carolyn recorded the find via the Mammal Society 
website and was also kind enough to agree to return to the site and recover what was 
left of the body.  I was keen that someone should view the remains to confirm it as pine 

marten (or otherwise), and happy for that to be someone in the local Mammal Group, or 
the Mammal Society, if necessary.  However there seemed to be no one in either 
organization overly enthusiastic to receive a putrid corpse in the post (to be fair most MS 
staff are scattered throughout the country and many work part-time from home) and 
therefore the unique honour of personally examining the festering cadaver fell to your 
favourite intrepid Newsletter editor (Stu was on holiday; you missed out there, my 
friend!) 

 

On receipt, the specimen proved to be mostly skin and hair, and very little bone (sigh).  I saved some tail hair in the 
event that it may be needed for DNA sampling in the future and carefully searched what was left for a microchip (which 
would possibly have been inserted in an officially translocated animal) although Carolyn herself would have already 
scanned for one.  Standard pet microchips are only a few millimetres long and just 2mm in diameter, so this could easily 
have been lost with the remainder of the body. 

 
So what bones 
remained?  The distal 
end of a femur, a 
complete tibia, the distal 
end of the other, and the 
bones of the hind feet; a 

few scraps of shattered 
vertebrae, and two-
thirds of the right 
mandible.  It seems that 

the animal had been 
skinned and consumed or dragged away by a predator or 
scavenger, and left the remaining skin behind like a discarded 

sock.  I have only these few bones for my reference collection, 
and the all-important mandible to confirm the ID.  What was this 
unfortunate marten doing in Somerset?  Well… that’s the central 
question of the great Shepton Mallet pine marten mystery! 

Ric Morris 

 
Stuart Edmunds 
Tue 04/02/2020 11:50 

To:   You; Peta Marshall; Tris Pearce; 

Malcolm Monie; Anne-Mari Mikkonen 

It's a flippin pine marten!  Shame the tail isn't 
shown in full... 

 
Tris Pearce 
Tue 04/02/2020 17:03 
To:  Stuart Edmunds 
Cc:  You; Peta Marshall; Malcolm Monie; Anne-Mari Mikkonen 

I think PM.  That was my first thought. 
Kind regards 
Tris Pearce MCIEEM MRSB 
Sent from Pearce Environment Ltd iPhone 

Well… that’s sorted then! 
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It was the 2020 Easter weekend, a lovely sunny morning and I was digging over the vegetable patch.  I hadn’t 
been working long when I heard squealing from the old greenhouse.  Trotting over to investigate, I was greeted 
by tiny baby bunnies Oryctolagus cuniculus making their escape from their burrow under a plastic dustbin.  “Ahh, that’s 

sweet” I thought, “it must be time for them to leave”… although it did cross my mind that they seemed a tad small for 
the adventure. 
 
Two came out of the greenhouse, which is missing several panes of glass, and made their way into the grass.  I took 
some photos as they were unconcerned by my presence, and then returned to my labour. 

 
A while later, having taken a break to enjoy a cup of coffee (brought out by my lovely 

husband David) there was further squealing from the greenhouse and a disturbance 
amongst the nettles (don’t judge me).  One of the baby bunnies was on its way back to 
the greenhouse at this point so I had taken my phone out to take a couple of photos.  At 
this point the rabbit was about 50cm from me.  Suddenly, I noticed a weasel Mustela 
nivalis had appeared from the nettles inside the greenhouse.  It seemed unconcerned at 

my presence and I started to take 

photos as it made its way towards us.  
It then leapt from the greenhouse to 
my feet and took my new bunny 
friend by the throat.  After a tussle, 
the weasel thought better of it and 
left.  The bunny was extremely 
shaken and trembling but staggered 

towards me.  I left it to settle under a 

nearby bush away from 
where the weasel had gone 
to, and resumed my vegetable gardening.  It did recover and left of its 

own accord. 

 
The weasel undoubtedly saw me beforehand but was bold enough to make 

its attack.  The next day I did 
find rabbit remains in the grass 
so it had obviously made a meal of the less fortunate siblings at some point. 

 
With hindsight, I realise it was in the burrow attacking the rabbits when I first 
heard the squealing and this is why they were leaving.  I have since invested 
in wildlife cameras for the garden and a rabbit has made another burrow in 
another area.  Tonight, I saw a baby bunny so, will be checking footage in the 
morning! 

Jan Morgan-Birtles 

  

Mammal Eyewitness: Close encounter of the weasel kind      by Jan Morgan-Birtles 

A sad postscript to this exciting story 
came a few weeks later when I learned 
my friend Paul’s cat had caught a female 
weasel near his market garden (blue 
dot) a short distance from Jan’s garden 
(yellow dot).  This is only approximately 
500-600 metres across the fields.  Jan is 
hoping it wasn’t ‘her weasel’, though the 
young rabbits may hold a different view!  
As ever, no weasel is wasted when the 
@Skull_Bloke is involved, and the tiny 
carnivore will soon be skeletonized for 
the osteo reference collection.             Ric 
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Kate Long 

Mammal Eyewitness: Hunting stoat                          Tweets by Kate Long, @volewriter 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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Mustelid miscellany                                                by various authors, compiled by Ric 

Drainpipe stoat pics by  
Paul’s friend Charles Talbot 

H
u
n
ti
n
g
 s

to
a
t 

p
ic

s
 a

n
d
 c

a
p
ti
o
n
s
 b

y
 P

a
u
l 
Q

u
ig

le
y
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/
http://bit.ly/SMGrecord
mailto:ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk


Shropshire Mammal Group Newsletter   Issue 43                     Summer 2020 

Follow us on Facebook:  our public group and discussion page is at https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshiremammals/ 
We have another Facebook group for paid-up members only, at https://www.facebook.com/groups/1176934462327779/ 
And don’t forget the Pine Marten Project page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropspinemartens/ 
Our website is  https://shropshiremammalgroup.com/   and we’re also on Twitter: @Shropsmammals 
If you spot a mammal in Shropshire, please record it via bit.ly/SMGrecord or email Lorcán Adrain at SMGrecord@gmail.com 
Articles and photos for the next issue of the SMG Newsletter to Ric Morris, Editor, at ric_morris@hotmail.co.uk please 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Below left:  the more usual fare for Mark Strachan’s heron… and the definitely unusual- which was determined not to be a meal! 

Indeed, well done to the weasel, but well done and 
respect to Mark who captured these superb images. 
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The Shropshire Mammal Group Committee regrets that we are still 

unable to offer any Group meetings, surveys or activities due to the 
CoronaVirus situation. 

 

We look forward to the possible return of a measure of normality in 2021! 
 

 

 

We hope you and your loved ones are all able to keep safe and well. 

See you on the other side! 

Ric and the SMG Committee 

Forthcoming events notice                       Events not compiled by SMG Committee this time. 

And finally… 
Just to repeat myself… thanks to everyone for bearing with me on the late arrival of the Newsletter.  It hasn’t turned out too 
badly, has it!  There’s a common belief that many of us have had plenty of spare time during lockdown… but it seems not always 
to be the case as days drift into weeks.  You will be glad to hear that I have already started work on SMGN44, the 
Autumn Newsletter.  You could write something for it; remember it’s a short lead-in time for the next issue; we  
want it out in about six weeks!  So don’t hold back… Get scribing… you know it makes sense! 

 
See you soon, be good.  Signing off for now.                 Ric Morris 

A compilation of what ‘normal’ looks like for SMG! 
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